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Our cover story salutes Leona Maguire,
a top-class professional who conducts herself
with class both on and off the course. The
Cavan lady who inspired Team Europe to
Solheim Cup victory is a worthy role
model for our next generation golfer.
For Padraig Harrington and Europe the 43rd
Ryder Cup ended in bitter disappointment
at Whistling Straits, Wisconsin with a 199 record breaking defeat, however on a
positive note 2021 included a maiden
victory for Seamus Power, the emergence
of John Murphy and Rory McIIroy's return
to the Top 10 of world golf.
Inside this Edition we have an extensive
International Golf Travel section in which
we feature the stunning Algarve region of
Portugal, Lisboa & Estoril, Scotland and
their golfing gems, Cyprus, an island
populated by a wonderful array of courses,
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publication at home or abroad make Golf
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DOUGLAS GOLFER PETER O'KEEFFE WINS
NEWS

THE 2021 BRIDGESTONE MEN'S ORDER OF MERIT
ollowing wins at the AIG Irish Men's Amateur Close
Championship, Munster Stroke Play Championship and the
Flogas Irish Men's Amateur Open Championship, the Cork
golfer unsurprisingly ended the season at the top of the standings.
An excellent third place finish at the Flogas Irish Men's Amateur
Open Championship saw West of Ireland Men's Open champion
Hugh Foley (Royal Dublin) leap into second place in the standings
behind O'Keeffe.
South of Ireland Amateur Open champion TJ Ford completed the
top-three, after an excellent 2021 for the Co. Sligo golfer.
Long-time leader Alex Maguire finished the season in fourth place.
The Laytown and Bettystown golfer enjoyed a tremendous season
with wins in Royal Portrush at the North of Ireland Men's Amateur
Open, and the Connacht Men's Stroke Play in Portumna.
Allan Hill was the only player to move into the top ten after the
Flogas Irish Men's Amateur Open Championship. The Athenry golfer
finished the season in seventh place, after an excellent fifth place
finish at The European Club.

F

Bridgestone Men's Order of Merit - 2021 Tournament Winners
Ulster Men's and Women's Stroke Play - Robert Moran (Castle)
Connacht Men's Stroke Play - Alex Maguire (Laytown and
Bettystown)
North of Ireland Men's Amateur Open - Alex Maguire
(Laytown and Bettystown)
South of Ireland Men's Amateur Open - TJ Ford (Co. Sligo)
Mullingar Scratch Trophy - Jake Whelan (Grange)

Tullamore Golf Club

AIG Irish Men's Amateur Close - Peter O'Keeffe (Douglas)
West of Ireland Men's Open - Hugh Foley (Royal Dublin)
Munster Stroke Play - Peter O'Keeffe (Douglas)
Flogas Irish Men's Amateur Open - Peter O'Keeffe (Douglas)
Bridgestone Men's Order of Merit - 2021 Final Standings
1. Peter O'Keeffe (Douglas) - 1073
2. Hugh Foley (Royal Dublin) - 724
3. TJ Ford (Co. Sligo) - 585
4. Alex Maguire (Laytown and Bettystown) - 573
5. Robert Moran (Castle) - 517
6. Liam Nolan (Galway) - 482
7. Allan Hill (Athenry) - 480
8. Jack McDonnell (Forrest Little) - 443
9. David Kitt (Athenry) - 426
10. Paul Coughlan (Castleknock) - 406

JUNIOR GOLF IN IRELAND
For more details www.golfireland.ie

responsibilities of the club’s main committee, the junior convenor

can undertake a huge variety of jobs and duties, including liaising
with a number of different parties, such as adult leaders, coaches,
junior members, parents/guardians, Golf Ireland Development
Officers and local schools.

Using research, trends and the findings from
consultation, the aim for the Golf Ireland Junior
frameworks are to:
l

Support clubs to recruit junior boys and girls

l

Increase participation

l

Retain juniors through the provision of engaging coaching

sessions, enjoyable additional activities and sustainable structures.
The frameworks have been designed specifically to meet the needs
of junior boys and girls, and to provide guidance for all
stakeholders in the golf club, including PGA Professionals,
committees, volunteers and parents, which is hoped to enable them
to create a child centered environment.

I

n the past, junior golf did not require a great degree of care
and attention from club management and officials as junior

Contact your Local Participation Officer for free help in

recruitment appeared to be relatively 'easy', especially for boys.

developing your junior section or contact the Confederation of

Today, the role of the Junior Committee should be regarded as the

Golf in Ireland (CGI) @ email : info@cgigolf.org or

most important one in the golf club. Contrasting with some of the

Tel : +353 1 505 4272.
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FINCA CORTESIN TO HOST 2023 SOLHEIM CUP
LADIES GOLF

The countdown is underway to Finca Cortesin hosting the biggest team competition in
women’s golf, with all roads pointing to Spain for the 2023 Solheim Cup.

he most talented players from Europe and the United States
will gather in Andalusia in two years’ time for the biennial
contest, with Europe defending the title that they won 15-13
after three days of intense competition at the Inverness Club in
Toledo, Ohio.
Finca Cortesin will become the first venue in Spain to stage the
Solheim Cup when it takes place from September 18-24, 2023, and
Vicente Rubio, president of Finca Cortesin Golf Club and managing
director of Finca Cortesin, is relishing the prospect of hosting such a
prestigious event and showcasing the club to a global audience. “The
spirit in which the Solheim Cup matches are played is unmatched in
world sport,” said Rubio.
“We all take great pride in having been chosen to host the 2023
Solheim Cup and we cannot wait to welcome everyone to the Costa
del Sol in two years’ time. With the layout that Cabell Robinson has
designed, the course lends itself perfectly to the match play format
and I’m sure that we’re set for another three days of high drama
amidst the picture-postcard setting of the Andalusian hills.”
Spain has staged 75 events on the Ladies European Tour and its
development tour, while the region of Andalusia had the honour of
hosting the 1997 Ryder Cup at Valderrama.Regarded as one of the
best courses in Spain and among the premier resorts in Europe, Finca
Cortesin has a proven track record for hosting high-profile tournaments
including the Volvo World Match Play Championship in 2009, 2011
and 2012, with the star-studded line-up including Rory McIlroy, Lee
Westwood, Martin Kaymer, Sergio Garcia and Luke Donald.

T
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Located across a vast 532-acre estate in the rolling hills of southern
Spain between Marbella and Sotogrande, Finca Cortesin has a wellearned reputation as one of Europe’s most exclusive modern golf
and lifestyle destination resorts. Voted recently as Europe’s number
one resort by users of the respected website Leadingcourses.com, the
resort’s 18-hole championship course was designed by Cabell
Robinson and is the first venue in Spain to feature a new, ecofriendly variety of Bermuda grass on all its greens. Complementing
the par-72 layout are outstanding practice facilities including Finca
Cortesin’s recently-upgraded Jack Nicklaus Golf Academy, while the
resort’s other luxury amenities include an elegant 67-suite hotel; a
6,000sqm Beach Club; an award-winning spa featuring Spain’s only
snow cave; and the choice of four restaurants.
For more details www.fincacortesin.com

TEAM USA DOMINATE AT 43rd RYDER CUP

RYDER CUP

A modern-era record with the largest winning margin of 19-9 victory along Lake
Michigan, at rugged Whistling Straits completed a disappointing week for Team
Europe and Captain, Padraig Harrington.

his U.S. Team did not carry the usual scar tissue
of Ryder Cup setbacks, nor the ghosts of Ryder
Cups past. They hadn’t watched Ian Poulter
holing crucial putts and Sergio Garcia pumping his
fist and doing snow angels in the fairway. Now that
they’ve put their hands around that Cup, none of
them will want to let it go.
Eight of the 12 players on U.S. Captain Steve
Stricker’s Team are in their 20s, and a majority, of the
team has been playing golf with or against each other
since grade school. There exists a strong bond, and
closeness, much like that enviable one the alwaysloose Europeans show us.
“They are going to be formidable opposition from
now until I'm probably not playing Ryder Cups,” said
Europe’s Rory McIlroy.
When the U.S. lost in Paris three years ago, a few of
these U.S. team members were still in college. This is a
fresh slate of competitors, a group that shares two very
important things in common: They not only give full

member of the team, would lead at the turn, 2 up. He’d
tie Viktor Hovland and notch the clinching half-point in
the process, finishing his first Ryder Cup 3-0-1.
But there was no more emphatic flair sent from the
American squad than what 25-year-old Scottie Scheffler
– self-described as the team’s only “true” rookie – was
doing in Match No. 3, head to head, against world No.
1 Jon Rahm of Spain. Rahm not only was his team’s
leading points earner, but its emotional leader, and
he’d been stronger than iodine through two days of
team sessions.
Scheffler birdied the first, then the second, then the
third, and birdied again at the fourth. He had a slight
hiccup at the par-5 fifth, rinsing his second shot, but
came right back and knocked down a 15-footer for
birdie at the short par-4 sixth.
“It was amazing to see that. That was the only thing
I was looking at, to be honest,” said Dustin Johnson,
the world No. 2, who answered a disappointing
showing in Paris three years ago (1-4) by making
history at Whistling Straits, going 5-0. Johnson, at
37, was playfully nicknamed Grandpa by his younger
teammates, but was the only U.S. player to go all five
matches. Since 1979, only two other Ryder Cup players
– American Larry Nelson (The Greenbrier, 1979) and
Italy’s Francesco Molinari (Le Golf National, 2018) –
have finished with perfect 5-0 records.
Stricker even said after the winning team’s press
conference that DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka
approached their captain to tell him if it were in the
best interests of the U.S. Team, they wanted to pair
together. Stricker and his assistants discussed the
possibility, but smartly didn’t want one pairing to

buy-in to representing their country every year in a Cup
competition, but they absolutely, to a man, hate to lose.
After being on the losing side in four of the last five
meetings against Europe, and nine of the last 12, the
U.S. took control of this Ryder Cup in the very first
session and never let up. There was a brief time on
Saturday afternoon, in the second Four-Ball session,
when Europe put some blue on the board. But even
then, the U.S. was sitting nicely on a 9-3 cushion.
The U.S. fought hard to stem the Euro rally, got out
of the session 2-2, and took a commanding 11-5 lead
into the Sunday Singles.
No team ever had come back from more than a
four-point deficit to win, and it wasn’t happening at
the 43rd Ryder Cup. Europe needed to get up in the
early matches for any sort of momentum, and the
young guns on Team USA weren’t having any of it.
Cantlay, playing second, got up in his match early.
DeChambeau, playing fourth, drove the green at the
364-yard first hole – we repeat, he drove the green at
the par-4 first – rolled in his 41-footer for eagle and led
early, too. Collin Morikawa, batting fifth, the youngest

overshadow the bigger picture of what was happening
here. This wasn’t about two guys. “Twelve strong,”
Stricker said.
For Captain Steve Stricker, winning a Ryder Cup in
his home state of Wisconsin is a crowning achievement.
“It was really just getting out of their way,” Stricker
said. “Let them go. Provide an atmosphere and
camaraderie that they enjoyed and wanted to be a
part of. They all want to win, and it showed. ”It showed.
Now comes Italy in two years. Amazingly, the U.S.
has not won a Ryder Cup on the road since 1993.
You know how Spieth and all his twentysomething
teammates view that? Unfinished business, that’s how.
Spieth’s words. Whistling Straits was a steppingstone
to bigger days, he said.
For Team Europe hopefully better days lie ahead and
maybe the qualification process can be considered as
with respect many of the team were out of form
coming into the weekend. One solution is for both
Tours to have a matching qualification process with
the identical number of captain picks. This may lead
to a less imbalanced playing field in Rome.

Padraig Harrington

T

“They are going to be formidable opposition from now until I'm probably not playing
Ryder Cups”– Rory McIIroy
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EMERALd ISLE TOURS
PRESENTS GOLF & WELLNESS GROUP HOLIDAYS TO THE ALGARVE, PORTUGAL

Discover the Algarve in 2022, the southernmost region of Portugal for all year round sunshine, beautiful sandy
beaches and of course stunning golf. Through our sister businesses Irish Golf World & Irish Golf Review (Ireland’s
longest established Golf Publications) we work with a selection of leading Tourist providers in the region including
Hilton Vilamoura, Quinta do Lago & Magnolia Hotel, Pestana Golf Resorts, JJW Hotels, The Lake Resort,
Four Seasons Fairways and Nice Rent amongst others…..Our Tours will cater for small groups (up to 32) where
individual attention to our customer requirements is paramount.

GOLF GROUP TOURS STARTING FROM
€995 Euro per person ex Flights

l
l
l
l

Price Includes

6 Days (5 Nights)
5 Star Accommodation including Group Dinners
Daily Golf
The finest in Portuguese Cuisine

l
l
l
l

Day Tours to local visitor and culture attractions
Free Time to explore the Shops and Nightlife
Option to conclude Spa and Wellness Treatments
Airport Transfers

WELLNESS GROUP TOURS STARTING FROM
€995 EURO PER PERSON ex FLIGhTS
l

6 Days (5 Nights)
l 5 Star Accommodation including
Group Dinners
l Private Luxury Rooms
l Wellness Workshops
l Daily Yoga Classes

Price Includes
l

l
l

l

Day Tours to local visitor attractions
and food markets
Relaxation and Mindfulness Advice
Featuring Local Cuisine for a Healthy
Driven Lifestyle
Airport Transfers

Receive a 10% Group discount off your 1st Tour
Register your interest for our Spring 2022 Tours by contacting
Email: emeraldislemedia@gmail.com

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS FOR RORY McIIROY

US PGA TOUR

Rory McIlroy recovered from the disappointment of the Ryder Cup by claiming
his 20th PGA victory at the CJ Cup Summit in Las Vegas and returned to his
rightful place within the Top 10 of the world golf rankings.

is 20th tour victory will also give him
lifetime membership of the PGA Tour, in
time. "It's quite an achievement," said Rory
after his milestone victory. "I still need a couple more
years on Tour to get that lifetime exemption, but at
least I've got the wins. I was asked that question at
the start of the week, and it is a pretty big carrot," he
said. "I think to get to 20 wins out here is a big
achievement. I didn't know if it was going to be this
week, but I knew if I just kept my head down and
kept playing well and kept doing the right things, I'd

That his 20th Tour win comes so quickly after
Europe's disastrous Ryder Cup makes it all the
sweeter. "It was huge," McIlroy said of the Ryder
Cup defeat to the US. "It really was. I was really
disappointed with how I played. I get more
emotional thinking about that than even thinking
about this. There was a lot of reflection the last
couple weeks.
"This is what I need to do. I need to play golf. I
need to simplify it. I need to just be me. I think for
the last few months I was maybe trying to be
someone else to try and get better, and I sort of
realized that being me is enough, and I can do things
like this. I don't need to search for anything. It's all
right here."
The Ryder Cup was a watershed and McIlroy was
performing so badly that he considered ending the
season there and then. "On the Saturday night of the
Ryder Cup … I was done with golf. I didn't want to
see golf again until 2022," he said. "Sunday night at
the Ryder Cup I thought, 'Go to Vegas, go to CJ and
try to build on this little bit of a breakthrough that
I've had.'"
McIlroy also made his best score since 2019 with his
third round of 62. He was happy with his performance
over the tournament. "I played really well this week,
highlighted by the 10-under yesterday, but to follow
that up with a really solid round today ... I just played
really solid golf, just kept giving myself birdie looks
and thankfully made enough of them to get the job

eventually get there. To get a win, it's great, it feels
really good."
A 20th career win is huge for Rory and he becomes
only the 39th player in the history of the sport to
reach the landmark. McIlroy is now in even more
elite company. At 32, he is one of only seven players
to have earned 20 Tour wins before the age of 33.
The others - in order - are Arnold Palmer, Billy
Casper, Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, Tiger Woods and
Phil Mickelson.
It was almost 20 years ago that Mickelson was 32,
and he had no majors to count alongside his 21 PGA
Tour wins. Mickelson now has 45 PGA Tour wins and
has won six majors. There is no reason not to think
that the future could be just as bright for McIlroy though he has plenty of other golfers to reel in along
the way to the very top.
He is 62 off the record of 82 Tour wins jointly held
by Sam Snead and Tiger Woods and 53 off the great
Jack Nicklaus' total of 73. That is for the future but
more immediately he only needs one more to pull away
from Greg Norman, Hale Irwin, Johhny Revolta and
Doug Sanders - all of whom he has just joined on 20.

done." He got the job done and the Northern Irish
golfer said he kept his focus on the milestone PGA
Tour win.
"I didn't know if it was going to be this week, but I
knew if I just kept my head down and kept playing
well and kept doing the right things that eventually
I'd get there. To get a win, it's great, it feels really
good."
He has redefined his achievements and any
lingering doubt over how good he is. "What I
thought was an achievement at the start of my
career when I turned pro was to get into the top
20 in the world,"
McIlroy told the media after his win. "So I've
surpassed all of that. But as you go on, your
goals, you have to reframe everything, and you
have to keep resetting your goals. "
The former world No.1 has not won a major since
2014 and he is yet to finish better than fourth in
his hunt for a green jacket at the Masters. His
tournament win has seen him jump from 14th to
eighth and there is no reason why McIlroy cannot
rise back to his best. Onwards and upwards……..

Rory McIIroy

H

“I need to play golf. I need to simplify it. I need to just be me” – Rory McIlroy
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EUROPEAN TOUR TO BECOME THE
DP WORLD TOUR FROM 2022
DP WORLD TOUR 2022

The European Tour group and DP World jointly announced a ground-breaking
evolution to their long-term partnership, with DP World becoming the new title
sponsor of the group’s main tour from the start of the 2022 season.
Shane Lowry

he agreement heralds a new era in the history of
the European Tour group, which, along with DP
World, will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2022,
the first season of the newly named DP World Tour.
The new look DP World Tour will see total prize money
break through the $200 million mark for the first time,
with a new minimum prize fund of $2 million for all
tournaments solely sanctioned by the DP World Tour.
In 2022, the DP World Tour will represent a truly
global tour through an international schedule, that will
feature a minimum of 47 tournaments in 27 different
countries, including new tournaments in the UAE,
Japan, South Africa and Belgium and an expanded
Rolex Series comprising five events: the Abu Dhabi
HSBC Championship, the Slync.io Dubai Desert Classic,

T

Keith Pelley, Chief Executive of the European Tour
group, said: “The announcement is undoubtedly a
momentous one in the proud history of our Tour. The
launch of the DP World Tour in 2022, coinciding with
both of our 50th anniversaries, will herald a new era in
global golf, and crucially it will benefit everybody involved
– all our players, caddies, fans and partners – as well as
making an important contribution to wider society.
“The entire ecosystem of our Tour will be strengthened
because of this hugely significant deal, and that was essential
to us and to DP World, who have been an incredible
supporter of our Tour as well as golf more widely, from
grassroots through to the elite professional game.
Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and
CEO of DP World, said: “DP World has been a partner
of the European Tour for over a decade. Our longstanding partnership has provided an excellent platform
to engage with customers, prospects, and stakeholders,
and build our brand. We have relished the opportunity
to support the Tour in growing the game of golf and
improving access to the sport at all levels. The key to
this success has been and will continue to be the shared
vision and values that underpin the partnership.
Jay Monahan, Commissioner of the PGA TOUR and
Board Member of the European Tour, added; “Thanks to
the support of long-standing partner DP World, today’s
announcement significantly elevates the European Tour on
a global basis. We are excited for the continued growth
and evolution of the European Tour, as well as the
momentum this provides toward our Strategic Alliance.
I’ve said before that our respective Tours are positioned to

“The announcement is undoubtedly a momentous one in the proud history of our Tour”
– Keith Pelley, Chief Executive of the European Tour group
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the Genesis Scottish Open, the BMW PGA Championship
and the season-ending DP World Tour Championship.
For the first time, it will also feature three
tournaments co-sanctioned with the PGA TOUR - the
aforementioned, Genesis Scottish Open, as well as the
Barbasol Championship and the Barracuda Championship
taking place in the United States – as a result of the
Strategic Alliance between male professional golf’s two
leading Tours.
The European Tour and DP World were both established
in 1972 and have since developed into global enterprises
with DP World, which is headquartered in Dubai, evolving
into the leading provider of global smart end-to-end
supply chain and logistics solutions.
DP World’s association with the European Tour spans
more than a decade, first becoming a presenting partner
of the European Tour’s Race to Dubai finale at Jumeirah
Golf Estates in its inaugural year in 2009, before the
Rolex Series event was renamed the DP World Tour
Championship in 2012. It was in this year that DP
World became the tournament’s title partner.
DP World then became an Official Partner of the
European Tour in 2015, and they will now become the
Official Title Partner of the Tour from the start of the
2022 season, which began with the Joburg Open in
South Africa, from November 22-25 and will feature
the Irish Open at Mount Juliet Estate in County
Kilkenny June 30-July 3, 2022.

grow – together – over the next 10 years faster than we
ever have at any point in our existence, and today’s
announcement is another point of proof in those efforts.”
DP World’s Tour title partnership will help enhance the
following key areas:
Biggest prize fund in European Tour history: Overall
prize funds in 2022 will be more than US$140 million
for all tournaments outside the Majors and World Golf
Championships, outstripping the previous all-time prepandemic high of US$130 million in 2019. Including
the Majors and WGCs, the total prize fund on the 2022
DP World Tour will exceed US$200 million, benefitting
all tournaments and all members across all categories.
New US$2 million minimum tournament prize fund:
For the first time, every tournament solely sanctioned
by the DP World Tour will have a minimum prize fund
of at least US$2 million, ensuring that all members
benefit from this boosted investment.
A record US$10 million prize fund for the 2022 DP
World Tour Championship: This will make the season
finale – the final Rolex Series tournament of 2022 – the
first European Tour event in history outside the Majors
and WGCs to feature an eight-figure prize fund.
For more details on the 2022 schedule
https://www.europeantour.com/europeantour/schedule/2022/

THE ASHDOWN PARK HOTEL
COMMERCIAL FEATURE

The Ashdown Park Hotel is a guest focused Boutique Hotel in Gorey, Co. Wexford.

he 4* Ashdown Park Hotel has become
the ‘must visit’ hotel in North Wexford.
Listed in the top 50 places to stay by
The Irish Independent Travel. It has recently
redesigned bedrooms, its own farm, the new
Asha Spa and award-winning restaurant – this
is certainly a ‘must stay’ to visit.
Described as ‘Comfy and Yummy’ by guests it
wins on its service excellence and friendly staff,
something that comes naturally to the staff who
hail from the locality. It has won an impressive
number of awards including winners in the World
Steak Challenge 2019, Winner of the Best Hotel
Bar 2018, Best Hotel Manager 2017 and Best
Hotel Restaurant 2016. Listed as one of the best
places to stay 2021.

T

local horse-riding, water sports, golfing and beach
activities.
Taste the Island with our “Farm gate to hotel
plate” offering, we can say it because we do it!
Within 8 miles of the hotel, the Bord Bia Origin
Green award-winning farm has 900 head of Angus
cattle, fields of veg, polytunnels for salads, herbs
and acres of growth for cattle feed. Deliveries
from our farm and suppliers are made daily and
our menus reflect the seasons.

THINK GOLF, THINK WEXFORD AND
SURROUNDS
Home to some of Ireland’s best courses, the
South East boasts staggering excellent golf
courses. With the best weather and value for

“The hotel is perfectly located to explore Ireland’s Ancient East
and the sunny South-East”
Amenities include an excellent 18-metre pool,
fitness gym, cafe bar, superb newly renovated
restaurant and they have launched their new
Asha Spa featuring a range of treatments
including a Spa wave (The first of its kind in
Wexford, the Spa Wave experience provides key
benefits, giving deep relaxation through sound
waves). The hotel is perfectly located to explore
Ireland’s Ancient East and the sunny South-East.
A stone’s throw away from top family attractions
such as Wells House & Gardens, Kia Ora Mini
Farm, and the Lavender Farm, our guests are
never short of exciting excursions with which to
pack their days and only minutes away from
glorious sandy beaches and forest walks.
Gorey also boasts boutiques that entice shoppers
from across Ireland. It runs an impressive POWER
OFF and CONNECT package focusing on putting
the devices down and connecting for families and
adults tailored for both. Consider yourselves
adventurers? Venture into the great outdoors with
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money to be found anywhere in the country, it's
little wonder Ireland's South East is such a
popular golfing destination for both natives and
visitors alike. The Ashdown Park has arranged
discounted green fees with many of the clubs
within their region which include Ballymoney,
Courtown, Coolatin, Arklow and more.
Book your 2021/2022 holiday staycation by
calling 053 9480500 or pop online
ashdownparkhotel.com

LEONA MAGUIRE
LADIES GOLF

INSPIRES TEAM EUROPE

Solheim Cup 2021, Inverness Club, Ohio

Leona Maguire became the first Irish woman to play Solheim Cup and delivered
a performance of excellence.
Supplied courtesy of Modest! Golf Management
www.modestgolf.com

rish Golf Review has been reporting on the
blossoming career of Leona Maguire since 2006.
The County Cavan lady was Number 1 in the
women's golf rankings for 135 weeks, the longest in
Ladies Amateur Golf history. She holds many other
records including the lowest ever score in the final
round of a major by any golfer, male or female, and
the joint lowest round in the history of golf's major
grand slam tournament rounds, both male and female,
with a score of 61. At the age of 9, she gave up a
promising swimming career to concentrate on golf
and turned professional in 2018.
A graduate of Duke University in the United States
Leona would turn professional in 2018 and signed to
Niall Horan's Management company Modest! Golf.
Sponsorship deals would soon follow from amongst
others Allianz, Davy, PING, Puma, Kingspan and
KPMG. An early professional career featured two wins
Symetra Tour followed by progression to the LPGA
Tour which has included strong finishes at the Women's
PGA championship, US Women's Open and Women's
British Open.

I
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Solheim Cup 2021
And so to the Solheim Cup and never to be forgotten
week for Leona. Team Europe secured a second victory
on US soil as they clinched a 15-13 win over Team
USA in the 2021 Solheim Cup at Inverness Club in
Toledo, Ohio.
Heading into the final day, Europe had a two-point
lead over the counterparts and only needed five points
to retain the coveted trophy. It was Matilda Castren's
point which ensured Europe would be heading back
across the Atlantic with trophy in hand while Emily
Kristine Pedersen, in the final match of the day, sealed
the victory. "I'm so proud of this team. At the end of
the day, I don't hit any golf shots. It is really up to
them. They are the ones that won it. They deserve all
the credit, so thank you, team. You made me look
good," explained Catriona Matthew, who became the
first European captain to win the competition twice
and to defend the trophy.
"It was really nerve-wracking watching those final
matches. When you're on the sidelines you can't do

LADIES GOLF
anything about it. Matilda made a fantastic up-anddown from kind of a plugged lie in the bunker and
then holed about an 18-footer to win her match. That
tide had been kind of turning towards the Americans,
and I think it just turned it back towards us, and then
Emily finished it off with her victory on the last hole."
Europe started the day brightly and got on the board
early when rookie Leona Maguire produced a
fantastic match against Jennifer Kupcho which saw
her win 5&4. The Irishwoman has had a phenomenal
Solheim Cup debut winning 4.5 out of the 5 points
available to her.
"I have given my absolute all this week. I couldn't
have given it anything more and I couldn't have
asked for a better week," said Maguire. "I had two
phenomenal partners in Mel and Georgia as well, who
just let me do my thing and I'm so proud of getting
those points."
Another point soon went on the board for Europe
when Madelene Sagstrom recorded a 3&2 victory over
Ally Ewing. Minutes later Celine Boutier clinched a
5&4 win over Mina Harigae to put Europe into pole
position with only two more points needed to retain
the trophy.
"It has been such an amazing week. I just didn't
make a mistake today, I played really solid from the
start and that definitely helped me get the win," said
Boutier. "The team chemistry has been unbelievable,
we all got along so well, and I think the fact we're
secluded here amongst all the Americans has brought
us closer together because we have to stick with and
play for each other."
On a week when so many matches made it to the
18th green, the final day was no exception and the
first match saw Anna Nordqvist and Lexi Thompson
each earn half a point for their teams.
The start of a Team USA fightback had begun as

Supplied courtesy of Modest! Golf Management
www.modestgolf.com

holes to play but her opponent Danielle Kang fought
back to take it to 18. But, in a rematch of the final
contest in 2017, it was the 2020 Race to Costa del Sol
champion who got the better of the American this time
around, burying her birdie putt to seal an outright
European victory. "It was a bit of a fight because after
15, I knew we'd won and just wanted to celebrate with
everyone, so I just really had to collect myself. Felt
really good to hole that last putt," Pedersen said. "I was
so happy for Matilda. I think all our rookies did so well
and Leona just smashing it. It was so crucial for us. I just
really had to collect myself on the last three because I
could see them and I could hear the 'olés.' It was nice to
get it done."

“To all the little girls with big dreams Chase them, it won't be easy but I
promise it's worth it”

Nelly Korda pulled a point back with a 1 up win over
Georgia Hall, while next up saw Nanna Koerstz
Madsen and Austin Ernst halve their match.
The Americans gained two more points when Megan
Khang and Brittany Altomare beat Sophia Popov and
Carlota Ciganda to bring the scores to 13-11.
Retaining the trophy came down to Castren, who
headed down the 18th fairway 1 up in her match
against Lizette Salas. The Finn made an excellent upand-down from the bunker to seal that all-important
14th point and ensure Europe would not leave emptyhanded.
"It was so cool having the whole team there and just
seeing those blue and yellow colours on the sidelines
and people cheering," said the Gant Ladies Open
champion. "I knew that putt was important, but I
didn't exactly know what the score was at that time. I
just knew I had to make it. Me and Mikey picked a
good line, and I picked the right pace, and it went
straight in."
With Europe leading 14-11, the Americans claimed
another two points to close the gap as Yealimi Noh
and Jessica Korda defeated Mel Reid and Charley
Hull. In the last match, Pedersen was 3 up with three

For Leona Maguire this will be remembered as a
historic weekend for Irish Golf. A wonderful role model
summed up with the following quote. "To all the little
girls with big dreams Chase them, it won't be easy but
I promise it's worth it''.

Junior Solheim Cup
A final note goes to the Junior golfers. Inaugurated in
2002 by John Solheim, Chairman and CEO of PING,
the PING Junior Solheim Cup is a version of The
Solheim Cup for female amateurs aged 18 and under
(born 2003 and later) and follows a similar format to
the senior event, featuring the top 12 European junior
amateurs versus their American counterparts.
The aim of the competition is to give junior golfers
from both sides of the Atlantic the opportunity to gain
international match play experience as well as the
chance to meet, learn and be inspired by the
professional players in The Solheim Cup.
The 2021 PING Junior Solheim Cup took place at Sylvania
Country Club, Toledo, Ohio, prior to the main event and
located 15 minutes from the Solheim Cup venue, Inverness
Club. The great Annika Sörenstam Captained Team Europe
and Renee Powell was Captain for Team USA.
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GLASSON GOLF CLUB
COMMERCIAL FEATURE

Glasson Lakehouse is home to an incredible internationally recognised, scenic
parkland golf course on the island of Ireland.
New 14th Green

esigned by Irish golfing legend Christy
O’Connor Jnr, Glasson Golf Club measures
6731 yards from the championship tees, par
71. A recent redevelopment of the last six holes has
taken place under the guidance of Golf Course
Designer David Jones and good friend of Christy
O’Connor Jnr’s.
Every level of golfer can enjoy the course at
Glasson as golfers have the option to select from 4
sets of tees on the day, opting for the most
challenging blue championship or the forward tees
for that leisurely round. With recent investment in
drainage on the lower 6 holes the course can now be
enjoyed all year round.
The first nine holes overlook Lough Ree and the
second nine Killinure Bay. Former Ryder Cup Player
Christy O’Connor himself described it as “one of the
most scenic pieces of land I’ve ever seen in my life”
– “There is nothing I’ve seen that comes close”.
Ideally located in an idyllic part of the Midlands of
Ireland so golfers can escape the stresses of everyday
life and fully immerse themselves into the peaceful
atmosphere which surrounds our parkland golf
course and enjoy the Glasson Experience.

D

16th Green
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Director of Golf, Lynn Mc Cool shares her excitement
in being involved from Day 1 in the re-development
of Glasson Golf Club.
The project here at Glasson Golf Club has been one
of the highlights of my career. I’ve had the
opportunity to work alongside great people from our
owners, team on the ground, Golf Course Designer
David Jones, Golf Course Construction company
GolfLink Evolve and Golf Course Consultant Anthony
Fitzpatrick. It has been a real team effort and with the
works now complete it is so satisfying to see members
and visitors really enjoy the course.
For me, the change to the 14th hole and the new
16th hole are the highlights. The 14th Par 4 played
from an elevated tee with panoramic views across
Killinure Bay now has a stunning downhill approach
shot to a green guarded by a lake to the right and pot
bunker on the left. The planting of new trees alongside
the right side of the fairway requires precision off the
tee, and club selection is key to give any opportunity
of reaching this green in regulation.
The new 16th hole just brings a smile to my face as
it is stunning. A Par 4 from an elevated tee looking
down to a narrow landing area, and we brought 3
lakes into play which run alongside the left-hand side
of the fairway. The green has quite a bit of roll off, so
the secret to this hole is to get the drive down long
enough to play an approach shot with a bit of height
on it to drop down softly onto this green.
In 2021 we appointed Golf Course Superintendent Joe
Connaire. Joe has tremendous attention to detail and
has made huge strides guiding our Greenkeeping team
to bring the course here at Glasson to be considered
amongst Ireland’s best parkland courses.
The refurbishment of the hotel is like none other I
have seen here in Ireland. It must be seen to be
believed. It’s a fun place, it’s funky, and I’m so looking
forward to welcoming visitors to Glasson in 2022. Our
membership has grown and with midweek & weekend
competitions there is a great vibe around the club, and
everyone is really enjoying it.

COMMERCIAL FEATURE
Along with our scenic golf course, we also offer a
luxury 4-star hotel, making Glasson Lakehouse a top
golfing destination in Ireland. Our hotel boasts a
variety of luxury rooms for our guests to choose
from such as classic rooms, family rooms, luxury
suites and even dog friendly rooms. All of our rooms
are spacious, are beautifully appointed and include
free WiFi, a TV, mini fridge and en suite bathroom
with shower, while our suites also come with a living
room area and a balcony.

14th Green

“Ideally located in an idyllic part of the Midlands of Ireland so golfers can escape the
stresses of everyday life and fully immerse themselves into the peaceful atmosphere”

Glasson Lakehouse also offers guests delicious
dining options including the Bonnie’s Restaurant which
offers diners panoramic views of our hotel and golf
resort, which you can soak up while enjoying our
mouth-watering menu which has been inspired by
fresh local produce. Snuggly located just off of
Bonnie’s is Tom’s Fish & Tackle which is a shebeen
style pub and is ideal for a casual pint, post dinner
tipple or a warming drink before taking on a round
of golf.
Glasson Lakehouse offers so many activities for our
guests as well as a round of golf including activities
on the nearby lake such as fishing, swimming, kayaking.
There are also many trails and woodlands to explore
if you enjoy walking, cycling or running while you
can also opt for some fun group activities such as
archery, clay pigeon shooting or axe throwing.
Our hotel is also a quick journey (less than 20
minutes) from Athlone Town where you can explore
top attractions such as Athlone Castle, Baysports
floating water park, Athlone Viking Ship Cruises as
well as many great shops, restaurants, and bars.

A surge of corporate enquiries to run events is
happening at Glasson Lakehouse. In the office Una
Sheffield, Golf Sales Executive has seen a significant
growth in enquiries for 2022. Director of Golf, Lynn
believes it relates to the current playing condition
of the course combined with the additional facilities
at Glasson which means corporate companies can
cater for Golfers and non-golfers at the same time.
“I encourage anybody looking to arrange an event
to come in for a site visit. As I said before ‘you
have to see it to believe it’. Our team have the
experience to run events from start to finish which
gives great peace of mind for those companies that
have never held a golf / activities event before.”
Site visits to the property can be arranged by
contacting Una at
Email : golfsales@glassonlakehouse.ie
Visit us at glassonlakehouse.ie
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SPAIN
THE GOLFING DELIGHTS OF
INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL 2022

Spain is a leading golf destination in Europe with around 300 days of sunshine each year.
PGA Catalunya

n Spain, you can play golf all year round without
having to worry about the cold or rain. The Canary
Islands boast an average annual temperature of over
20 degrees Celsius. And areas in southern Andalusia
enjoy around 3,000 hours of sunshine every year. The
Mediterranean regions of Catalunya, Valencia and
Murcia have mild temperatures in winter... Spain’s
weather conditions guarantee a very long golf season.

I

Overview
Marbella is the golf capital of Europe. It is located on
the Costa del Sol, near Malaga, an area with
numerous prestigious courses. In general, the south of
Andalusia is highly appreciated by golf enthusiasts
and there are many well-known clubs around Malaga
and on the Costa de Luz (in Cadiz and Huelva). The
Costa Brava area (in Catalonia), the Costa Cálida (in
the Region of Murcia) and the Region of Valencia
also have interesting options, in addition to the
Canary and Balearic Islands.

Selection of Airports
The locations of the main golf areas are perfect if you
want to organise a short trip, because they are close
to airports with numerous international connections.
Malaga, Alicante, Barcelona, Girona and Madrid
airports are very close to major golf courses and
make it possible to plan a getaway from almost any
country in Europe.

Variety of Golf Courses
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Depending on your tastes, your holiday destination,
the circumstances... In Spain you can choose between
very different golf courses throughout the whole

country. You can find them overlooking the sea, in
rural areas, amidst mountains, and even in big cities.

Other Reasons to Visit
Do you like good food? Do you enjoy art and
culture? Do you love to relax in spas? Do you prefer
accommodation with character? In Spain, you’ll have
no problem combining golf with these pleasures for
various reasons. For example, the Costa del Sol, Costa
de la Luz and Costa Brava areas boast a wide range
of restaurants with Michelin Stars, and the regions in
general have delicious local cuisine. In other areas
such as Navarre, golf can be combined with gourmet
gastronomy. If you are keen on combining golf with
culture, you can do so by playing in cities such as
Madrid and Barcelona or even in the vicinity of one
of the 15 World Heritage Cities. The main golf courses
are often found in luxury resorts, and the paradors of
Malaga and El Saler have outstanding golf courses.
Another option? Kick back in a spa like the one on
the island of La Toja (Galicia), and check out its
amazing golf course, in a privileged setting.

Renowned Golf Designers
Many of the best golf course architects are responsible
for the design of the courses you can play on in
Spain. For example, the courses at the Club de Golf
Valderrama and Real Club Sotogrande (both on the
Costa de la Luz) are the work of Robert Trent Jones.
Cabell Robinson designed the Finca El Cortesín Golf
Club (in Costa del Sol) and La Reserva de Sotogrande
(Costa de la Luz). Former golfer Neil Coles is behind
the PGA Catalunya Resort (Girona), and Javier Arana
has worked on the El Saler Golf Course (region of
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Valencia) and Aloha Golf (Marbella). In Cantabria, you
can even play in the Real Golf de Pedreña, where Spanish
champion Severiano Ballesteros assisted in the design.

Golf for All
Spain hosts international tournaments and many
professionals choose to train here. However, Spain
also offers options for any amateur or first-time golfer.
There are courses for very different levels and many
clubs offer learning and practical courses for all ages.

Relaxation and Leisure
Another of the advantages offered by Spain is the
fact that the days here have more hours of sunlight,
meaning more time to enjoy. Theme parks, terraces,
outdoor activities, concerts, theatre plays, etc. And when
night falls, remember that in Spain you can keep having
fun into the early hours of the morning with a wide
range of restaurants, live music, bars and nightclubs.

Selected courses
Golf East Mallorca is a wonderful golf destination
on Mallorca’s East Coast. The area offers great golf
courses and unique holiday accommodations with
outstanding culinary and cultural experiences. Enjoy
Pula Golf Resort, Club de Golf Son Servera, Club de
Golf Alcanada, and Capdepera Golf which was designed
by famous US golf architect Dan Maples. At Club de
Golf Son Servera all parts of the course give fine
views of the pine clad mountains. Pula Golf Resort has
a magnificent outdoor swimming pool and sauna, as
well as a massage service to relax after a day of golf.
Real Club de Golf El Prat near Barcelona is regarded
as one of the finest golf clubs in Spain, having hosted
more than 250 top-level national and international
championships, including the Spanish Open on 10
occasions. Recently named as one of the 125 Platinum

and a range of beautifully designed villas, townhouses and
apartments. Whether you’re looking for contemporary
lifestyle, first-class sports facilities or a chance to get
away from it all — the resort has something to inspire
you. Located just 10 minutes from the historic city of
Girona and an hour from bustling Barcelona, the
resort offers elegance, style and an array of activities
to suit all tastes. A day at PGA Catalunya Resort offers
a wealth of opportunities. Start with an invigorating
game of golf against the spectacular backdrop of the
Pyrenees, before relaxing in the elegant atmosphere
of the clubhouse. Explore the surrounding
countryside by bike or on horseback, put your tennis
and paddle skills to the test, try out the fishing point
or sample the exercise facilities at the Residents Club.
And round the day off by savouring the culinary
delights at one of the signature restaurants.
La Manga Club is a sports and leisure resort located
in the south-eastern region of Spain, Murcia, south of
La Manga, and bordered by the Mar Menor and
Calblanque Regional Park. The resort complex opened
in 1972 and covers an area of 1,400 acres. North
course Designed by Robert Dean Putman in 1971, this
is a technically more accessible course for players of
all levels. Here you will find plenty of palm trees,
lakes, and ravines. The South Course is considered to
be one of the best courses in Spain. Designed by
Robert Dean Putman in 1971, it was remodelled in
2005 by the famous player, Arnold Palmer. This course,
designed by Dave Thomas, is located in a unique
environment: in a dense pine forest at the foot of the
Calblanque Natural Park. It is a more demanding
course, and requires every player’s best swing.
Finca Cortesin located in the heart of the Spanish
Costa del Sol between Marbella and Sotogrande and
overlooking the warm Mediterranean is a place where
nature gently vanishes into the deep blue sea.

“Malaga, Alicante, Barcelona, Girona and Madrid airports are very close to major golf
courses and make it possible to plan a getaway from almost any country in Europe”

Clubs of the World – Five-star Private Club – it is just
35 minutes from Barcelona's city centre. With its
roots dating back to 1912, it is one of the few clubs
to have been granted “Real” or Royal status by King
Alfonso XIII after his visit.
Club de Golf Alcanada in Majorca is located in the
northern extreme of the largest Balearic Island, in the
Alcudia Bay. Almost all of its 18 holes provide a
spectacular lighthouse and sea view. Here you will
appreciate every swing and feel challenged, regardless
of your handicap. Alcanada was designed by Robert
Trent Jones Jr. in 2003 and is recognised by a
number of golf magazines and guides as one of the
finest courses in Europe.
Golf Costa Adeje was designed by renowned golf
architect Jose Gancedo, who used the natural features
of the land (the original banana plantations) to
integrate them into the course. The colonial-style
clubhouse with its spacious terraces creates a
luxurious and functional environment. The facilities
are ideal for hosting large tournaments or other types
of events and celebrations. Just 3 minutes away is a
complex of 78 exclusive villas in different Canarian
architectural styles.
Set amidst the rolling contours and pine forests of
Catalunya, PGA Catalunya is synonymous with
tournament quality golf courses, luxury accommodation,

This impressive resort is located in one of the most
peaceful and upcoming areas of the Mediterranean coast
in the municipality of the picturesque village of Casares,
just 1.5km from the beach and within easy access, by
motorway to the international airports of Málaga and
Gibraltar. Set on a 215-hectare estate, 150 of which is
designated green belt area, the development centres
around 5 extensive areas: Hotel, Golf, Spa and Sports
Club, Beach Club and Residential Area.
Irish Golf Review and Irish Golf World will be
individually featuring each region of Spain in our
editions during 2022. For more
https://www.spain.info/en
La Manga
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REAL CLUB DE GOLF EL PRAT – BARCELONA
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

Real Club de Golf El Prat is regarded as one of the finest golf clubs in Spain,
having hosted more than 250 top-level national and international championships,
including the Spanish Open on 10 occasions.

he world-renowned course, which is just 35
minutes from the centre of the vibrant
Catalan capital Barcelona, is steeped in
history, with its roots dating back to 1912. Real Club
de Golf El Prat has played host to some of the
biggest names in the game with top stars such as
Spanish legends Severiano Ballesteros, José Maria
Olazábal and Sergio Garcia, eight-time Major winner
Tom Watson, and Tommy Fleetwood having featured
there in various tournaments, while Masters
champion Garcia and European Tour star Pablo
Larrazábal are both members.
Set across the 518-acre estate of BonVilar, El Prat
makes clever use of its 45 Greg Norman-designed
holes, over an exciting, varied mix of three highly
acclaimed courses: the Pink – highly positioned in
the most trusted and authoritative international
rankings – Yellow and Green. The prestigious Club is
home to a modern and lively clubhouse and topquality practice facilities, as well as a 300m driving
range and a host of specialist short-game areas.
The multi-award-winning El Prat was named as
one of the 125 Platinum Clubs of the World – Fivestar Private Club – in recognition of attaining a
standard of excellence by an international panel
of experts, historians and connoisseurs in a
confidential ballot, as well as being granted the
Golden Plaque of the Royal Order of Sporting Merit.
It is listed in the most respected and recognized
international rankings as one of the best golf
courses in Spain.
Real Club de Golf El Prat has carefully chosen a
selection of hotel partners to create a variety of
stay-and-play packages to suit everyone, and each
option ensures visitors have the perfect base from
which to experience its fabulous courses and the
historic and cultural sights Barcelona and its
surroundings has to offer.
Golfers can enjoy a complete Resort experience
booking the onsite Hotel La Mola with the freedom
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afforded by close proximity to the courses or stay in
one of the other accommodation partners offering.
The four-star modern building, located only 2
minutes away by buggy and highly ranked among
European golf Resorts, boasts 185 bedrooms, 3 bars,
restaurant and is home to a wide range of services
for relaxation and health including spa, infinity
pool, steam baths and fitness centre.
Another Stay-and-Play option is the Aparthotel
Attica21 Vallés. A contemporary hotel located just
five minutes from the clubhouse, is priced very
competitively, yet still with easy access to the
delights of Barcelona. The Aparthotel Attica21
Vallés, with its 96 spacious rooms - including a
welcome kitchenette - is an ideal accommodation
base for groups wishing to enjoy competitive pricing
and El Prat facilities.
In addition, Hotel Sant Cugat is perfect for groups
of golfers of all sizes and it is located in the
residential town of Sant Cugat, just 15 minutes from
El Prat and only five minutes more by train from
Barcelona. Guests can easily combine a round of
golf with an evening in the Catalan capital doing
something else, such as watching a Barcelona FC
game. Sant Cugat also has an array of other
attractions to experience and enjoy, including a
wide selection of restaurants where visitors can
enjoy traditional tapas, various museums, a natural
park and plenty of shopping.
Last but not least, La Florida is ideal for couples,
small groups of up to six/eight people or bigger
high-end groups as it is the perfect spot for those
looking at combining their golf getaway with a city
break. Set on the Tibidabo hill, the 5*luxury hotel is
just a few minutes from Barcelona (a complimentary
shuttle to the city centre is included in the rate) and
25 minutes from El Prat, and offers stunning views
of the city. Gran Hotel La Florida features 70 rooms
and eight suites as well as four restaurants and bars,
and a beautiful Spa by L’Occitaine.

MALLORCA
LOOKS
EAST
AS NEW GOLF DESTINATION BRAND LOOKS SET TO LAUNCH
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

he golfing destination of Mallorca is set to be
further enhanced by the launch of a new golf
alliance featuring some of the leading golf
clubs and resorts on the island.
Club de Golf Alcanada, Pula Golf Resort, Capdepera
Golf and Club de Golf Son Servera have joined forces
to create “Golf East Mallorca”, a new collaboration
showcasing the many delights of playing golf in the
north-east of the popular Balearic Island.
The four courses are even able to be booked together
in less than five minutes thanks to the newly opened
booking system, allowing customers to experience
all that the partnership has to offer with just a single
reservation process.
The coalition is excited to welcome new clients,
and with assistance from hotel association, Cala Millor,
who will work with the new agreed season dates and
package rates, they believe that they can show consumers
the best that the island has to offer golfers.
Club de Golf Son Servera, which exudes a relaxed
atmosphere, with a wide mix of nationalities in their
members and a large number of visitors, has a junior
section that is recognised throughout Spain for producing
many national champions and winners on the
international stage. The course there also includes
the challenging “Pine Trap”, a well-renowned
combination of four holes that are cut into the
original pine forest, where it uses extra narrow
fairways and huge elevation changes to test even the
most accomplished of golfer.
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As a further challenge for the more experienced
players, Club de Golf Alcanada and Pula Golf Resort
have both been the host of numerous high profile
professional and amateur events, with a prestigious
list of winners.
Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jnr, Alcanada
offers players spectacular views of the lighthouse
from almost all of the 18 holes on the course, as
well as housing a terraced restaurant which basks in
the sea breeze of Alcudia Bay.
The only resort amongst the four, Pula offers golfers
the all-round experience with a two-layered driving
range, as well as its spacious hotel rooms and Sera
De Pula restaurant, which is supplied by a 6000 sqm
vegetable garden.
Capdepera Golf is known for its beautiful terrace and
prides itself on catering to players of all skill levels
comprising a mix of easier holes down in the valley and
more challenging holes that go up into the beautiful
hills of the Mallorquin Llevant mountains. The signature
hole is the 15th, which offers panoramic views of
Mallorca, and has been continuously voted the most
beautiful hole on the island by Mallorca Magazine.
The Golf East Mallorca brand will also be hosting an
annual golf tournament called the International GEM
Cup, which is played by the most talented international
amateur players at one of the GEM venues and is valid
for the World Amateur Golf Ranking.
For more details, and to view package rates,
please head over to the website at the link below.
www.golfeastmallorca.com

CLUB DE GOLF ALCANADA : THE
PRIDE OF NORTH MALLORCA
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

On the Balearic Island of Mallorca sits a stunning 19th century lighthouse, which
as well as protecting the island’s northern tip, acts as a centrepiece for one of
the most majestic golf courses around.
t Club de Golf Alcanada near Alcudia, an
18-hole golf course balances a delicate
combination of sea views and mountain tops
to create a picturesque golfing experience that stands
out even in such a golf-centric location.
For many golfers, the high point of the course is the
elevated 13th hole, which angles down towards the
Bay of Alcudia and the stunning lighthouse, and where
you drive the ball almost without restriction towards
the water’s edge. Similar views can be found on many
of the holes at Alcanada, with plenty of elevated tee
shots that give golfers an almost birds eye view of
their target.
The north Mallorcan club is proud of its heritage and
its location in the shadow of the Sierra de Levante, a
1006m peak which is inhabited by flocks of mountain
goats who can be heard at times across the course.
Owned by Hans Peter Porsche, the club shows all the
hallmarks of the work of its designer, Robert Trent
Jones Jr., who provides a layout that demands strategy
and accuracy without the intimidation of some of his

Since the course was opened nearly two decades ago
in 2003, Alcanada has cemented itself as one of the
hottest European golfing destinations and has been
rewarded with the hosting of the 2022 European
Challenge Grand Tour Final in November of next year.
It will be the second time they have hosted the prestigious
event after it was held at Alcanada back in 2019.
With a golfing set-up that holds its own against
many of the top courses on the continent, you may be
forgiven for presuming that the course focusses on
impressing only the most talented of players and
punishing unfairly those that are less precise with their
shots or that are newer to the sport.
In actuality, Alcanada provides a relaxed and
enjoyable atmosphere that feels natural to the course,
aiming to better golfer’s play, while combining the
most modern of touches with the rich fabric of the
club’s history.
This feeling continues to sweep through the other
areas of the club too. The Lighthouse Bar offers golfers
the opportunity to enjoy a mid-round rest, with a

other work. The course has been carefully kept to the
highest of standards, including a £700,000 renovation
of all 18 greens that took place just a number of years
ago.
The layout is delicately designed to flow through the
pine and olive groves, weaving itself up and down the
hills and measuring in at 6,499 meters. Alcanada’s
course is the only one on the island by the sea and has
regularly been ranked in Europe’s top 100 layouts.
The club also has a pro-shop which stocks the newest
of golfing equipment and clubs for those looking to kit
out their golf bag or their wardrobe, as well as a golf
academy that offers lessons with the Pros and which
includes a spacious short game area and covered
driving range to test out what you have learnt.
If the natural Mallorcan landscape wasn’t enough of
a strategic test for golfers back out amongst the groves,
the use of greenside bunkers and hidden breaks make
picking a tee-shot carefully of the highest importance
so as to set up the optimum next shot.

selection of chilled drinks and delicious snacks that
bring a contemporary air to the building despite its
rustic appearance that celebrates the history and
tradition that is so important to the style of the course.
This desire to impress with a combination of modern
flourish and traditional Mallorcan relaxation is
epitomised on the sun terrace, where golfers can
celebrate a fantastic round of golf by catching some
rays, while enjoying some liquid refreshment and some
of the fantastic food and range of regional specialties.
Located 45 minutes’ drive from Palma airport, the
north of Mallorca is proud to remain relatively
unspoilt, far away from many of the larger tourist
areas of the island and making use of every last inch
of the coastline.
Alcanada is a course that can say it is truly worth the
journey.

A

“The north Mallorcan club is proud of its heritage and its location in the shadow
of the Sierra de Levante”
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Email : info@golf-alcanada.com and
Tel: +34 971 54 95 60.
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Golf Costa Adeje
Golf Costa Adeje is one of the most stunning golf courses on the Canary
Islands with exceptional climatic conditions as golfers enjoy an average
temperature of 25ºC the whole year.
he establishment’s 18-hole
Championship and 9-hole Los
Lagos courses have been
designed to perfectly integrate original
landmarks such as the demarcation
walls of the former banana plantations.
Players are in for some surprises
when working their way through the
courses’ naturally undulating terrain as

T
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Designer Pepe Gancedo has devised a
challenging balance of water hazards and
bunkers demanding a precise game. And
diversion is ample since gorgeous sea views
and impressive natural spectacles await at
every hole. The courses are therefore
suitable for all levels of handicaps.
In the incomparable setting of Golf
Costa Adeje, you will find the perfect

spot for a day surrounded by luxury.
An excellent buffet (the ideal place to
have lunch with spectacular views of the
sea and the nearby island of La Gomera), a
Pro-shop stocked with the best specialized
brands, practice range, where you will find
a high-performance centre for players and
the support of three golf pros who can give
lessons in seven different languages.
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The par-72 Championship course has
played to many prestigious amateur and
professional events including:
• BMW Golf Cup International World
Final 1999, Canarias
• Open de España 2003, Tenerife Ladies
Open 2005 / 2008/ 2009
• Spanish Ladies Open 2014
• Tenerife Open 2021
- Winner Dean Burmester
• Canary Islands Championship 2021
- Winner Higgo García

www.golfcostaadeje.com
Golf Costa Adeje
Adeje – Tenerife, Spain
Tel: 0034 922 710 000
Email: reservas@golfcostaadeje.es

SCOTLAND FOR CHOICE 2022
INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL 2022

In this edition of Irish Golf Review, we explore a selection of great options throughout the
regions of Scotland.
The Old Course at St Andrews

SOUTH EAST
East Lothian is known as Scotland’s Golf Coast and is blessed with the
highest concentration of links courses in the world, with a superb
collection of coastal courses stretching from Musselburgh to Dunbar.
Gullane and Muirfield are perhaps the best–known of the courses in the
area but elsewhere there is golfing gold to be found. Among the
courses, Longniddry stands out for its mix of links and parkland, while
Craigielaw is East Lothian's newest course and meets the challenging
standards of its neighbours. Kilspindie is Scotland’s 35th oldest golf
club, with this medium length course offering a good test of golf and a
challenge to all golfers. Several holes border the shoreline and each
hole enjoys magnificent views. North Berwick is one of the most scenic,
and well–known links courses in Scotland with views over the Isle of
May, the islands of Fidra and Craigleith, the Bass Rock and across the
Forth to Fife. The course is often ranked in the top echelons of course
rankings by those in the know and is regarded by many as the best
value course in the UK. Heading south to The Borders sees a change of
landscape but no let up in the quality of golf on offer. The only coastal
course in the Borders, Eyemouth, boasts one hole actually played across
the North Sea, the par 3, sixth, which was recently voted number 1 in
Britain’s ‘most extraordinary golf holes’. Only 15 miles away is Duns
Golf Club, with the Wellrig burn running through the course.
Roxburghe Golf Course has the River Teviot flowing next to a couple
of holes, as well as the ‘Viaduct’ 14th, one of the most photographed
holes in golf. St Boswells Golf Course is a 9 hole course set along the
banks of the River Tweed, situated next to the Dryburgh Abbey, dating
back to 1150. Macdonald Cardrona Hotel, Golf and Country Club is the
newest addition to the area and is a combination of a parkland and
woodland course and runs along the banks of the River Tweed.

HIGHLAND & ISLANDS
The Highlands has enjoyed being the main focus of attention in recent
years thanks to Castle Stuart Golf Course near Inverness, playing host
to the Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish Open in recent years.
Indeed, the addition of Castle Stuart, regarded as one of the world’s
finest new courses, has provided a significant boost to a region which
was already able to count Royal Dornoch and Nairn among its golfing
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gems. Alongside Castle Stuart, these three represent some of the best
courses not just in Scotland, but anywhere in the world.
But away from the Highlands’ Great Triumvirate there is plenty to get
the hearts of even the most travelled golfing aficionados pumping. Boat
of Garten, near Aviemore has been described by some as the most
scenic course on the planet. The Boat is a James Braid creation and his
mark can be seen on many more courses across the region including
Fortrose & Rosemarkie, Golspie and Brora.
East of Inverness on the Moray coast lies special courses at
Lossiemouth, Cullen and Hopeman. Then you have golf on Scotland’s
islands, which is a truly unique experience. Golf enthusiasts across the
globe regularly make the pilgrimage to Askernish on South Uist to
experience an Old Tom Morris creation that has recently been restored
to its former glory and what many describe as the most natural course
in the world. Elsewhere at Harris GC they still play for the Faldo Fiver,
which the six–time Major signed and left in the honesty box after a
visit, while the Orkney and Shetland Islands are home to nine courses,
including the most northerly course on the British Isles at Whalsey.
Gleneagles Golf Resort
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SOUTHWEST
As well as being home to a world–class stretch of links golf down its
coast, Ayrshire can also lay claim to something nowhere else in the
world can – being the birthplace of The Open Championship. Prestwick
was the venue for the first 12 Open Championships and to this day
retains that prestige and aura that only the most historic of courses can
possess. A warm welcome awaits you at Prestwick St Nicholas Golf
Club, a traditional Scottish links golf course which was established in
1851 and occupying a prime position on the shores of the Firth of Clyde
on Scotland’s west coast.
The course and Club are steeped in history – indeed one of its founder
members was Old Tom Morris who was based in Prestwick prior to
returning east to St Andrews and his place in golfing legend. It is joined
on the coast by Open venues at Turnberry and Royal Troon, both of
which offer terrific views and incredible golf architecture associated
with the best links courses in Scotland. But the top–class links golf
doesn’t stop there – you can add Dundonald Links, Kilmarnock Barassie
and Western Gailes to the list of must–play courses on one of the best
stretches of golf in Scotland. Further south lies Dumfries and Galloway,
a region full of great value and where you are always assured of a great
welcome. Portpatrick, Dumfries & County and Southerness are some of
the more popular courses in this region but there are many more
waiting to welcome you should you want to veer from the most
commonly beaten track. Island golf in Scotland is not the sole preserve

In Fife alone there are more than 50 courses with delights such as
Crail, Elie, Lundin Links and Aberdour lying in wait along the coast for
those willing to drag themselves south of St Andrews. North of Fife lies
Dundee and Angus – commonly known as Carnoustie Country after the
famed Open Championship venue. But while the area may be dominated by
Carnoustie, courses such as Montrose, Downfield and Letham Grange
continue to capture the imagination of visiting golfers. Heading further inland
you’ll find yourself in Perthshire, known as the gateway to the Highlands and
proof that golf in Scotland is about more than links courses. The most famous
venue in Perthshire is undoubtedly Gleneagles, home of three stunning
courses as well as the 2014 Ryder Cup venue. The Kings and Queens courses
at Gleneagles are both James Braid layouts and are regarded as among the
best inland courses in the UK thanks to the crisp turf and imaginative layouts,
while the PGA Centenary is a more modern creation by Jack Nicklaus.
Elsewhere in Perthshire sits Blairgowrie also Murrayshall, King James VI, Crieff,
Pitlochry and many more courses that mean the region can comfortably cater
for the many golfing tourists arriving on the back of the Ryder Cup.

NORTH EAST
The North East has been enjoying unprecedented global exposure thanks
to the addition of Trump International Links which has captured the
imagination of golf writers across the world and visitors are now flocking
to see why Donald Trump himself has dubbed it “the greatest course in the
world.” There is no doubt the Trump course has now brought renewed

“As well as being home to a world–class stretch of links golf down its coast, Ayrshire
can also lay claim to something nowhere else in the world can – being the birthplace
of The Open Championship”

of the Outer Hebrides. The South West is home to terrific golf on Islay
where The Machrie is flanked by no fewer than eight distilleries while
Arran can boast six courses, including Shiskine a dramatic and unique
12–hole layout. Although not technically an island, the Mull of Kintyre
can be tricky to get to but the two magnificent courses at Machrihanish
and Machrihanish Dunes make any journey worthwhile. The Gailes Golf
Experience which includes three wonderful courses at Dundonald
Links, Glasgow Gailes Links and Westerm Gailes where you will enjoy
undulating fairways, tight lies, beautifully crafted greens and renowned
West Coast Scenery. You can look forward to playing golf in some of
the most iconic stretches of golf links in the world.

HEARTLANDS
There is no doubt that St Andrews will command the attention of any
golfing enthusiast and in the words of former Ryder Cup captain Paul
McGinley, “every golfer should have at least one visit to St Andrews in
their lifetime.” Being home to The Old Course, officially the oldest
course in the world, as well as 10 other courses in the immediate
vicinity means it is always at the top of every golfer’s bucket list. But
in Scotland’s Heartlands a golfer is spoilt for choice for great places to
play the game.

focus to Aberdeenshire, which already boasted top–class courses such as
Royal Aberdeen, Cruden Bay and Murcar Links to name just three and the
hosting of the Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish Open at Royal
Aberdeen in 2014 built further on that burgeoning reputation. Further up
the course from Aberdeen lie terrific links courses at Fraserburgh and Duff
House Royal, while inland you can find the highest 18–hole course in the
UK at Braemar set amidst the dramatic Grampian Mountains. The North
East is definitely a firm fixture on Scotland’s golfing map.

CENTRAL
Central Scotland encapsulates a vast area, and one that is home to more
than 120 golf courses. You will find the majority are extremely welcome
members courses where those living in Scotland’s central belt get their
regular golfing fix. Encompassing Glasgow, Stirling, Loch Lomond,
Lanarkshire, Dunbartonshire, Falkirk and Clackmannanshire, the central
region is home to a mix of landscapes and courses. The Carrick, on the shores
of Loch Lomond provides world–class views and a real mix of highland and
lowland golf. Closer to Glasgow, Haggs Castle is a former host of the Glasgow
Open while Lanark, Bishopbriggs, Cawder and Clober are all worth a visit for
a friendly welcome and a great round of golf.
For more information on golf in Scotland in 2022 visit
www.visitscotland.com/golf
Turnberry Golf Links
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DISCOVER THE

ALGARVE 2022
INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL 2022

As the southernmost region of Portugal, The Algarve is known for all year round
sunshine and beautiful, sandy beaches and of course stunning Golf.
Quinta do Lago South Course

quality courses, accessibility and professionally-run
transport systems plus the entire infrastructure that goes
into supporting them. There is a network of hotels, transfers
and even the airlines themselves that make access easy
and contribute to a pleasant and appealing stay.

VILAMOURA : A PARADISE IN
SHADES OF GREEN

ate Autumn to early Spring is the best time to
visit this coastal region for golf although there
are many who understandably like to combine
their favourite sporting activity early in the morning
of a hot summer’s day before indulging in some sun
bathing. Sounds good, really good, when you think
about it!
With over 3,000 hours of sun a year or 300 days of
sunshine, the climate in the Algarve makes it a favourite
holiday destination. Take into account Algarve’s mild
climate, reasonably priced restaurants, bars and
accommodation, charming seaside towns, lively
nightlife and it is easy to see why the Algarve makes a
perfect base for a holiday. The Algarve benefits from
natural reserves and national parks making it a haven
for zealous walkers and those interested in outdoor
pursuits.

L

INTRODUCTION

Penina Golf Course
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When considering golf in the Algarve, it is key to
note that it is the southernmost region of Portugal and
the most western point of Europe so we again draw
the reader’s attention to its agreeable climate, perfect
for golfing enthusiasts and challenging courses.
Voted the World’s Best Golfing Destination several
times by the IAGTO (International Association of Golf
Tour Operators), the Algarve has become the destination
of choice for golf lovers.
From the outset, courses in the Algarve were singledout by ‘Rheingold’ and ‘Golf Digest’ Magazines, which
ranked the San Lorenzo Course and Vilamoura Old
Course among the top 100 golf courses in the world.
Golf courses in the Algarve are blessed with a wellpreserved natural setting, which allows you to play all
year round on internationally recognised courses,
where the high quality of their facilities and course
design is acknowledged by top professionals and
legendary champions.
Among the factors that make the Algarve a top
golfing destination are its environmental setting,

Few will dispute that there is any region of its size
anywhere in the world to measure up to the amazing
quality of golf available at Vilamoura. And it’s no
surprise that it continues to attract major professional
and amateur tournaments – much to the delight of
players, officials, spectators and media.
The accommodation, the restaurants and bars, the
marina, the value, the weather and above all the courses,
what golfer could ask for more?
Occupying a privileged location in Portugal, Vilamoura
is regarded as a unique European golfing venue. With
five 18-hole courses, each of outstanding design and
with different levels of difficulty, as well as an elite Golf
Academy, Vilamoura tests the skill of professional players
to the utmost and provides an exciting challenge for
golfing enthusiasts. The Old Course is one of the most
well-known and acclaimed courses in Europe, its
exacting fairways demanding precision owing to the
forests of umbrella pine which surround them.
The Pinhal Golf Course, flanked by a magnificent pine
forest, has small greens that require the highest degree of
accuracy. The Laguna Golf Course is an open course,
embellished by waterfalls and the Millenium Golf Course,
one of the most beautiful courses built in Portugal,
combine to form an 18-hole course.
The Victoria Clube de Golfe, with its lakes and
waterfalls that make it a genuine hymn to nature, and
where major golfing competitions take place, such as the
Algarve World Cup and the Portugal Masters, completes
the list of golfing options in Vilamoura. This investment
in quality has been rewarded with the chance to hold
many tournaments there each year. The Taça do
Presidente (President’s Cup), the Grande Troféu de
Vilamoura (Vilamoura Grand Trophy) and the Expresso/
BPI Golf Cup are the examples most widely praised by
amateur players and leading professionals alike.
It boasts many outstanding golf holes, notably the
sporting par 5, 17th where the professionals are tempted to
go for the green in search of a precious birdie but all too
often plunge into the lake fronting the green. The 18th is
a tremendous par four with water all the way up the left
and craftily placed bunkers threatening the overly
careful tee shot on the right. Padraig Harrington chipped
and putted both for a crucial birdie and par on the way
to victory in 2016.
When it comes to considering accommodation with easy
access to golf and Algarve beaches, Hilton Vilamoura As
Cascatas Golf Resort & Spa is well-recommended. Set
amid five acres of landscaped gardens, the resort is
adjacent to the prestigious Dom Pedro Pinhal Golf
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Course. Central Vilamoura is a kilometre from the door,
and a free shuttle covers Vilamoura Marina and Falesia
private beach.
In the heart of the Algarve you will find Vilamoura
Garden Hotel. This boutique 4-star hotel is the perfect
accommodation choice for those looking to experience
the beaches, nature, hospitality and golf in southern
Portugal. Located just a 12-minute walk from the beach
and in close proximity to some of the best golf courses
in Europe there is plenty to explore.

Pinhal Golf Course

WESTERN ALGARVE
Framed by a valley that zigzags through steep slopes,
the Golf Santo António at Parque da Floresta - is an
impressive arena that has already been the stage for
Europro Tour events.
Palmares Golf in Lagos is used to organising the
Amendoeiras em Flor Tournament in February when the
almond trees are covered in pink and white blossom. It
makes for a very beautiful scenario.
Boavista Golf & Spa is one of the Western Algarve’s
premier resorts. With an exceptional 18-hole
championship course it is one of the most beautifully
manicured courses, bordered by properties all designed
to harmonize with the land’s natural contours. With two
distinctive sections, Boavista course offers a variety of
holes, the first nine climb to the highest point of the
resort before descending steadily to water features,
streams and lakes that finish at the clubhouse.
The challenging 18-hole, par 72 course at Espiche Golf,
in Lagos, has been designed to complement the
distinctive Western Algarve landscape by embracing a
sustainable and eco-friendly ethos. The lakes, streams
and indigenous planting scheme work to enrich the
local biodiversity, while creating a unique golfing game
and environment for golfers in the Algarve.
The Le Meridien Penina Golf & Resort, in Portimão is a
centre with an excellent course, which has won prizes

Located in the heart of the Parque Natural de Ria
Formosa (Formosa Estuary National Park), the Quinta da
Ria and Quinta de Cima courses, in Vila Nova de Cacela,
are among the most beautiful of the region. The Quinta
da Ria now hosts the prestigious Europro Tour and the
Quinta de Cima, the Algarve Seniors Tour, a competition
that forms part of PGA European Senior Tour. Also in
this town, at the Monte Rei Golf & Country Club, you
are surrounded by a stunning landscape and immersed
in total tranquillity.
At Castro Marim, the Castro Marim Golfe and Country
Club and the Quinta do Vale Golf Resort provide a
thrilling challenge within a natural environment, unique
for its panoramic views of the Guadiana River.

CENTRAL ALGARVE
Quinta do Lago is nestled within the Algarve and the
privacy and security of the Ria Formosa nature reserve.
A clean & safe destination, here, world-class golf including the €7 million upgraded South Course surrounds award-winning real estate, sublime
restaurants, a premier sports hub, boutique hotel and
golden sand beach. Quinta do Lago has been at the
forefront of international golf since its creation.

“Golf courses in the Algarve are blessed with a well-preserved natural setting,
which allows you to play all year round”

many times as one of the finest in Europe. Penina was
the first 18–hole course opened in the Algarve and has
benefited considerably from sensible and wise updating
over the past fifty years or so.
In Lagoa, the magnificent Quinta do Gramacho course
at Carvoeiro, designed by Ronald Fream, hosts the Algarve
Ladies Open, a tournament that forms part of the Ladies
European Tour. In Albufeira the Salgados Golf Club
combines lakes, waterfalls and rolling sand dunes.
The Pestana Golf Resort is superbly located on a level
plateau, close to the picturesque fishing village of
Carvoeiro, just a few minutes away from the most
beautiful beaches in the Algarve and less than three
hours away by plane from the main European capitals.
Discover the world-class courses: Gramacho, Vale da
Pinta, Silves Golf, Alto Golf and Vila Sol. The resort
offers a secure and family environment.

EASTERN ALGARVE
One of the many attractions to golf tourism in the
Algarve is the proximity of the Faro international
airport and especially at the eastern end of the one
hundred kilometre stretch.
The Benamore Golf resort in Tavira has been introduced
into an area where golf is starting to emerge as a
leisure destination without spoiling its existing
character and countryside.

The San Lorenzo Golf Club in the Ria Formosa has won
many prizes, rightly being nominated as one of the best
courses in Europe.
Another success story is the Vila Sol – Beach, Golf &
Country Club in Vilamoura which only eight months after
it opened hosted the Portugal Open for two years running.
Also well–known to the world of golf is the Vale do
Lobo, in Almancil, which has played host to the Portuguese
Open and the ‘Skins Game’. The resort is the home of the
two most difficult and stunning golf courses in Europe:
the Ocean Golf Course and the Royal Golf Course, where
the cliff top par three 16th hole is one of the world’s
most famous and most photographed settings for golf.

CAR RENTAL
When it comes to car rental, NICE RENT is a company
with a great reputation whose goal is to provide the
highest standard of service. Their experienced and
professional staff and diversified new fleet will ensure a
quality and personalised assistance to customers. The
head office and main depot is located near Faro Airport,
and they provide services all over the Algarve and
Lisbon Airport.
For further information on Golf in the Algarve
www.algarve-tourist.com
For Golf Tours into the Algarve in 2022 Email :
emeraldisletours@gmail.com
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NATURALLY EXCEPTIONAL
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Quinta do Lago’s five-decade legacy of golf welcomes you
to experience the beauty of nature in the Algarve.
n a location as naturally beautiful as the Algarve,
Quinta do Lago’s commitment to nature goes all
the way back to its roots. From humble beginnings
almost 50 years ago as its first golf course was
mapped out from a dirt track on the top of a hill, to
the €7 million investment made to its championship
South Course, this is a destination that lives and
breathes a legacy of golf.
An eight-time host of the Portuguese Open, Quinta
do Lago boasts three pristine 18-hole courses –the
original North Course, the charming Laranjal and the
newly upgraded South Course, which was recently
named the Best Golf Course in Portugal by the World
Golf Awards 2021.
Following a €7 million upgrade, the South Course
at Quinta do Lago reopened in 2021 with masterful
upgrades that not only elevate the playing experience
of this iconic course, but bring Quinta do Lago to the
forefront of environmentally conscious golf.
With a sharp modern look, its 18 holes have been
perfected, adding drama to the game and showcasing
the outstanding nature in which it sits. The resurfaced,

I
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upgraded 72-par course has been installed with
state-of-the-art irrigation and drainage systems,
maximising efficiency and reducing use of nonrenewable resources, and a planting scheme of native
species has been adopted to increase biodiversity.
Sustainability was a goal throughout the project,
with Quinta do Lago golf course superintendent
Mark Tupling and his team working with the Golf
Environment Organisation (GEO) and local nonprofit company VitaNativa to record and enhance
environmental stewardship across the golf courses.
Water management has been a key element of the
changes made with new irrigation pumps being
installed along with enhancements to the existing
system – giving greater control and saving precious
resources.
Elsewhere in the resort, the North Course, which
was redesigned in 2014 by renowned American golf
architect Beau Welling and European Ryder Cupwinning captain Paul McGinley, offers a game with
emphasis firmly on precision, strategy and a layout
that is playable and fun for golfers of all abilities.
The picture-perfect Laranjal, meanwhile, displays
lightning-fast giant-sized greens, well-placed water
features and a plethora of Augusta-style bunkers
among its many highlights and hazards to be
negotiated.
Quinta do Lago’s pristine fairways sit beautifully
amongst the abundant beauty of the Algarve’s Ria
Formosa Natural Park. This protected landscape is
the inspiration for Quinta do Lago’s commitment to
sustainability, driving its work towards embracing
more environmentally conscious practices on and off
the golf courses.
In fact, Quinta do Lago’s sustainability strategy
seeks to improve every part of the business, from
golfing, to dining, to relaxing under the Algarve sun.

COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

Most recently, the resort has created its own farm to
provide on-site restaurants with the freshest homegrown
produce, and has also placed information boards
around the golf course and nearby nature trails to
advise people on the local wildlife.
The award-winning golf courses are matched by
outstanding practice facilities including the Paul
McGinley Golf Academy and the only TaylorMade
Performance Centre in Southern Europe, alongside
the incredible high-performance sports and fitness
hub, The Campus.
Set across a stunning 45,000 sq ft location, The
Campus exclusive state-of-the-art facility provides
athletes and sports enthusiasts with everything they
need to succeed at the highest level. This world-class
facility - used by Ireland’s National Rugby team as a
training base, alongside numerous international
football teams and Olympic and Paralympic
champions - boasts two high performance gyms,
multiple professional tennis and Padel courts, the
Bike Shed cycling hub, an outdoor swimming pool,

Bovino Steakhouse and UMAMI – the resort’s first
Asian restaurant which opened in May – with
accommodation at the boutique The Magnolia Hotel.
For the perfect place to enjoy some R&R at the end
of a long day on the fairways, The Magnolia Hotel is
Quinta do Lago’s boutique accommodation option, set
on the doorstep of the resort. Beautifully refurbished,
the 74-bedroom hotel offers guests modern and stylish
rooms with private balconies, a heated outdoor
swimming pool, gym and spa facilities, a lively
poolside bar and a colourful kitchen serving a delicious
array of fresh and locally-sourced foods.
The Magnolia Hotel welcomes golfers of all skilllevels to enjoy three different Stay & Play packages.
The offers include up to four rounds of golf, dinner
at The Magnolia Hotel Restaurant, and a fantastic
breakfast buffet to enjoy before heading off to the
course. The package is ideal for even the non-golfing
partner, as those who prefer the pool to the fairway
are given an exclusive spa voucher to use at The
Magnolia Hotel’s onsite wellness spa and venture out

sauna, steam room, jacuzzi and athlete recovery
facilities.
Supported by an expert team of fitness trainers,
sports coaches and physiotherapists, flexible
membership options at The Campus make its worldclass facilities possible for golfers to complement
their performance on the course, with golf-specific
fitness conditioning and supportive therapeutic
treatments to aid recovery.
Alongside these facilities, Quinta do Lago’s
TaylorMade Performance Center is operated by
trained TaylorMade technicians, offering golfers a
custom-fitting experience testing hundreds of club
and iron options, ensuring the best combination for
every player’s swing. The only facility of its kind in
Portugal, the centre also has a fully-equipped Tour
standard workshop and utilises FlightScope X2 radar
technology to measure the entire flight of the ball
from impact to landing whilst displaying its 3D
trajectory in real time.
Complementing the facilities is a choice of 13 firstclass bars and restaurants that deliver a range of
delicious world cuisines, including the acclaimed

to enjoy all the fitness and wellness experience
Quinta do Lago has available.
Each of The Magnolia Hotel’s rooms come with a
divinely comfortable bed, with crisp 300 thread
count cotton sheets, an en suite bathroom, TV with
international channels and superfast WiFi connection.
For families, or for something quainter, the hotel’s
cabin-style cottages offer a homely retreat amongst
the pine trees.
Set amongst 2,000 acres of the picturesque Ria
Formosa Natural Park and just a 15-minute drive
from Faro airport, Quinta do Lago has been at the
forefront of Europe’s elite golf, sports and family
destinations for nearly five decades with a unique
combination of world-class golf and lifestyle
facilities. Now, on the precipice of its 50th anniversary,
the resort proudly showcases its incredible natural
surroundings as the defining element of its iconic
legacy.
Discover the unique lifestyle of wellness in a truly
marvellous natural destination with Quinta do Lago.

“Quinta do Lago’s sustainability strategy seeks to improve every part of the
business, from golfing, to dining, to relaxing under the Algarve sun”

Book now and find out more at quintadolago.com
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HILTON VILAMOURA :
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

PROFESSIONAL HOSPITALITY DURING THE PANDEMIC

One of Portugal’s finest Hotels is preparing for the opening of golf courses and
welcoming golfers from all over the world, while maintaining the highest standards
of sanitary safety.

he Hilton Vilamoura, located in a privileged
location, in the middle of the Algarve's golden
triangle, continues to apply the Covid 19
contagion prevention measures, complying with all
DGS standards and with the exclusive Hilton Clean
Stay program.

T

always disinfected in the presence of the client. As
players do not wear a mask during golf rounds, the
distance between players increases. Also, the bunkers
should be cleared by foot and not a rake. Finally,
taking the flag out of the holes is not permitted and
likewise not touching the other player's golf material.
In terms of customers, the demand for Hilton
Vilamoura has come from many couples, including
beginner and low handicap golfers. Hilton Vilamoura
guests can enjoy their favourite course, the Pinhal,
which is located adjacent to the hotel, which is a
course of moderate difficulty. The practice area has
been improved with a new chipping and putting
green, which is an attractive feature for visitors.
For this Professional, with more than forty years
of experience, all the conditions at Hilton
Vilamoura are created to receive even the greatest
players of the world of golf, such as Justin Thomas,
Jon Rahm, Bryson DeChambeau and Jordan Spieth.
Fernando confesses that he is an admirer of these
players and whom he hopes to one day invite in
person.
Imagine a place perfectly nestled amidst the finest
world class and championship golf courses in Europe
where you can count on impeccable, modern golfing
services.
Hilton Vilamoura As Cascatas Golf Resort & Spa
…the golf you’d rather play…
Vilamoura is considered to be Portugal’s golfing
capital, and also enjoys a reputation as the best golf
destination in Europe. With a whole host of welldesigned courses offering different levels of difficulty
inside a range of 3 to 5 km distance, Vilamoura
hosts some prestigious international tournaments

“The practice area has been improved with a new chipping and putting green,
which is an attractive feature for visitors”
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The parameters within the golf course are equally
high, guaranteeing safety and prevention for both
players and professionals, with more measures
being implemented to prevent the spread of the
virus.
Fernando Nogueira, PGA Professional Resident at
Hilton Vilamoura, shares his experience of teaching
during the pandemic, his tips to avoid contagion
during play and his vision of the current situation,
so that golf can happen safely, and all visitors can
enjoy a luxury stay at the resort.
During these challenging times visitors cannot use
the changing rooms in the clubhouse and the buggy
can only be shared by two people from the same
household. The professional always wears a mask,
group classes are not permitted and the clubs are

and presents a challenge to golfers of all levels
from the experienced golfers to beginners.
For more on Hilton Vilamoura As Cascatas Golf
Resort & Spa. www.hilton.com
Courtesy of Dom Pedro Golf

COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

ESPICHE GOLF:

UNIQUE GOLFING EXPERIENCE
IN THE WEST ALGARVE

The Western Algarve has long enjoyed a reputation for offering a more authentic
taste of Portugal than the central region.
lthough requiring a slightly longer drive from
Faro airport, the Western Algarve is easily
reachable thanks to the A22 motorway which
runs the length of the coast, making Lagos and its golf
courses within an hour’s drive from the airport.
Espiche Golf is located just a few minutes from the
coast, and the city of Lagos, in the picturesque region
of Barlavento. The golf course was opened in 2014, as
an eco-friendly course using the principals of
sustainable management practices. Conservation is at
the heart of its concept while offering a truly authentic
Western Algarve golfing experience. The course was
designed by South African Golf Architect Peter
Sauerman. Built within a nature reserve, this 18-hole
par 72 golf course intergrates itself effortlessly into the
surrounding landscape. The aspects are exceptional
with open countryside, vineyards and views to the
Monchique Mountains in the distance. An additional
feature of the course is the absence of peripheral
buildings on its boundaries. This has allowed the
creation of unique individual fairways and greens, each

requiring a soft hand with the putter. This is a shotmaker’s course, where each hole poses a new challenge
thanks to the variety of the layout. Golfers are pushed
to take risks with their game with rich rewards for
those who make the most of their golfing skills and
who best judge the course.
Espiche Golf takes exceptional pride in its responsibility
of its course maintenance and its history in environmental
research. It is committed to an ongoing process of
research and development for sustainability. Espiche
Golf has been selected as a case study by the Portuguese
Golf Federation and the UK’s prestigious Sports Turf
Research Institute (STRI). It is one of the annually visited
courses in Europe for the winners of the prestigious
"Golf Environment Awards" as an example of best
management practices and for its unique integration of
warm season grasses into the existing landscape. Espiche
Golf is also a participating member on "GEO Foundation"
OnCourse® program. Committed to continually improve
in the areas of sustainability of nature, water, energy
conservation, supply chain, pollution control and

having its own identity, bordered by the indigenous
flora and fauna of the area that has been preserved in
keeping with the company’s ethos of nature
preservation and conservation.
The course was the vision of Peter Thornton, a
musician in the 70’s and his friend Paul Langley a
property developer from London. From the start they
could see the possibilities the land had to offer. Espiche
Golf has given the local community an elegant, warm,
friendly and sociable active hub with its awardwinning clubhouse, restaurant and the surrounding
golf course that appears as if it has always been there,
constructed by the hand of nature over time.
The greens and fairways of Espiche Golf course have
been carefully placed to balance the dual demands of
the golfer and the environment, with indigenous
planting throughout creating a beautiful backdrop and
some challenging obstacles.
The course requires careful thought along the 5862
meters (6411) yards from the back tees and a deft touch
on the short game. Bunkers guard most greens whilst
the greens themselves are large and undulating,

community. The commitment to maintaining natural
resources is one that will allow Espiche Golf to
continuously contribute to a sustainable future.
Espiche Golf Clubhouse won 3rd placing in Golf Inc
Magazine’s prestigious “Clubhouse of the Year”
Architectual Award in 2015 – the first club outside the
US to pick up this prestigious award. The Clubhouse
award was judged for its design intergration into its
environment and efficiency. Reference is also made to
the choice of materials used for the building
construction, its resource management and interior
design. The exceptional location of the Clubhouse,
situated on top of a hill overlooking the resort, offers
breath-taking views across the golf course and the
nature reserve. The views, coupled with the exceptional
quality of the food available, makes the Clubhouse a
reference for both lovers of golf and those who value
the tranquility and beauty of nature itself.
For further information, please visit us at
www.espichegolf.pt or contact us via email
reception@espichegolf.pt and Tel: +351 282 688 250.
We are looking forward to welcoming you!

A

“Espiche Golf Clubhouse won 3rd placing in Golf Inc Magazine’s prestigious
“Clubhouse of the Year” Architectual Award in 2015 – the first club outside the
US to pick up this prestigious award”
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PESTANA GOLF RESORTS
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

The Pestana Golf Resort Carvoeiro is nestled in 260 hectares of unrivalled beauty,
close to the picturesque fishing village of Carvoeiro, and just a few minutes away
from the most beautiful beaches in the Algarve and less than 3hrs away by plane,
from the main European capitals.

ocated within 5mn of Ferragudo village, the
Gramacho Residences complex is the newest
addition to Pestana Golf Resorts. Overlooking
the fairway of the 8th hole of Gramacho Golf, and
with excellent views over the countryside, the complex
comprises of 34 high standard apartments, with a
choice of studios, one and two bedrooms, as well
as 23 Classic double rooms.
The apartments are fully equipped and furnished,
decorated with modern and minimalist lines,
making it a good choice for either holidays or a
second home. For those looking for investment,
Pestana Golf Real Estate offers a special rental
programme that guarantees 5% return on investment
on the first two years.

courses Gramacho and Vale da Pinta, is also available
on request. At the Pestana Golf Academy, which is
located at Vale da Pinta, a driving range with covered
bays is available, as well as chipping and putting areas.
Additionally, to provide our guests and clients a
great golf experience at our resorts, Pestana Golf
has come up with special conditions for guests staying
at our resort, where guests can rent a golf bag with a
full set of Taylormade golf clubs, for only €45
per seven days. (more info at www.pestanagolf.com)
The Resort includes a Golf Academy, a driving
range with covered bays, tennis courts, swimming
pools, SPA and Gymnasium facilities, bars and
restaurants. Additionally, Pestana Golf runs
another 3 golf courses in Algarve, Silves Golf,

This complex also offers The Four Owner Plan, a
convenient rotating system that gives each owner
the opportunity to enjoy the mild climate of the
Algarve throughout the year, for a relatively small
investment, being part owner of a freehold property,
with three other independent parties, each quarter
secured by individual title deeds. Purchasing
through this well proven system considerably
reduces the cost of ownership as it is split into
four equal parts, each owner using the property
for thirteen weeks of the year.
In the complex surroundings, large green areas
and swimming pools are available, where guests
can relax and enjoy the wonderful Algarve’s sun.
Among the services offered, is included a
gymnasium and spa, and guests can also benefit
from the nearby facilities, like a covered heated
pool, a tennis court, Sauna & Jacuzzi, located at
Gramacho Golf, 2 Clubhouses, Snack-Bar/Restaurant
and the pro shop. A transfer service to nearby

Alto Golf and Vila Sol and one in Sintra - Lisbon,
Beloura Golf.
In the outskirts of the resort, guests can enjoy a
large offer of different activities, like Sport Fishing,
Diving, Surfing, Windsurfing, Water Ski, Water
parks and also natural walking trails, along the coast.
The secure and family environment makes
Pestana Golf Resort a reference, whether you are
looking for a holiday destination or to buy a
“second home”.
Find out more at www.pestanagolf.com

L

“In the complex surroundings, large green areas and swimming pools are
available, where guests can relax and enjoy the wonderful Algarve’s sun”
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BOAVISTA GOLF & SPA
COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

Boavista Golf & Spa offers year-round activities
for those who wish to participate.

ositioned strategically to the west of the
historic town of Lagos in Portugal, Boavista
Golf & Spa nestles within a site of outstanding
natural beauty and offers residents and visitors the
essence of luxury living.
One of the most beautifully manicured golf
courses in the Algarve, the Resort enjoys far
reaching views of the Monchique mountains to the
north, whilst the pristine waters of the Atlantic
Ocean provide a radiant seascape to the south.
Opened in 2002, the Boavista Golf course designed
by Howard Swan, presents itself as a challenging
course for players of all levels, particularly holes 6
and 8 where golfers have to hit the ball over a
ravine.
The design of the course took into account the
natural contours of the terrain and subtly took
advantage of the surrounding landscape, providing
views of rare beauty.
At the top of the hill the Clubhouse restaurant
overlooking the city of Lagos, with two spacious

you covered. Cliff top location at Boavista Golf &
Spa, with the backdrop the glorious Atlantic, you
can enjoy striking panoramic views from the warm
waters of our indoor swimming pool or jacuzzi.
While you go the distance on one of our elliptical
machines, or sculpt your body with a state-of-theart Technogym equipment, you can keep your eye
on the ball on the 18th green.
Bela Colina Village’s luxury accommodation affords
magnificent views of either the pristine waters of
the Atlantic Ocean or the rolling Monchique mountains.
Furnished to a high standard, each townhouse
provides 2 double bedrooms and living areas that
cater for all needs. Guests have direct access to the
heated pools and leisure areas which are set in
private landscaped gardens amongst palm, olive and
almond trees.
Set in the five-star Bela Colina Village, La Bistro
restaurant serves a rich and varied buffet breakfast
to suit all tastes. At La Bistro you can try our
delicious homemade pizzas as well as a selection of

terraces, is the perfect place to enjoy the views of the
beautiful bay of Lagos. Here you can appreciate a
relaxing sunset and chill out with a drink, try many
snacks or taste the menu which covers both
international and local cuisine with options for all.
Whether you prefer to have a challenging workout at
the gym, a sauna or steam, spoil yourself with a day
of beauty, or just relax by the pool, Essential has

snacks and refreshing drinks. Sit out on the terrace
open to the lawn, perfect for the little ones to play
as you enjoy a meal. Take away service is also
available.
Whether one is looking for an active holiday, a
base from which to explore the area or simply to
relax, Boavista Golf & Spa will exceed all
expectations.

P

“Boavista Golf & Spa nestles within a site of outstanding natural beauty and offers
residents and visitors the essence of luxury living”
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LISBOA GOLF COAST
INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL 2022

With over 20 top-class golf courses, it is not surprising that the Lisbon region of
Portugal is one of the most popular for International Tour operators and visitors.
Golf Oitavos Dunes

Introduction
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An inspiring city, packed with history and dramatic
views, great food and restaurants, bustling nightlife, and
a sunny climate to match, Lisbon has everything to
make a memorable golf holiday, on-and-off the green.
Lisbon is known as the white city, thanks to its
unique light. The clear light and the kind climate allow
for marvellous walks all over the city. The city has a
beauty that extends beyond its famed monuments that
can be experienced in the streets, embraced by all the
senses.
The historical neighbourhoods of central Lisbon are
perfect for visitors to the Portuguese capital to experience
for themselves. Their culture, the history, the architecture
and the people are fundamental aspects of Lisbon’s
identity, and those who explore them will discover
their own personal map. There are so many possibilities,
don't let them get away.
Baixa is the city's traditional shopping district where
visitors can stroll around the streets and find dozens of
shops offering a wide range of temptations.
Rua Augusta is the main artery of the Baixa Pombalina
leading north from Terreiro do Paço (known as Black
Horse Square by the English), to the beautiful Praça do
Rossio (Praça Dom Pedro V).
Chiado is a sophisticated hub for the city’s young
people, artists and intellectuals, it’s an area of iconic
cafés including “A Brasileira”, art schools, theatres and
of living history. The intrinsic beauty of Chiado, and
its people – going about their daily lives - makes the
area what it is.
Alfama is one of the oldest quarters in Lisbon. Since
it largely survived the earthquake of 1755, the area
still retains much of its original layout. Adjacent to
Alfama are the likewise old quarters of Castelo and
Mouraria, on the western and northern slopes of the
hill that is crowned by St. George's Castle. Every year
in June, the streets of all three quarters come alive

with the feasts in honour of the popular saints. The
Graça quarter and the churches of São Vicente de Fora
and Santa Engrácia are within walking distance of this
area.
Just north of Rossio, discover Avenida da Liberdade,
which in the 19th century, was the favourite promenade
for the Lisbon elite. Today, the Avenida is home to
exclusive international boutiques to tempt and inspire.
Bairro Alto is one of the most characteristic and
attractive neighbourhoods in the city. Bairro Alto boasts
boutiques and bars and is a place where people meet in
an eclectic and multicultural atmosphere. Traditional
restaurants nestle alongside cosy bookshops; tea rooms
serving signature cakes vie for attention with funky
design shops and the boutiques of the most respected
Portuguese fashion designers.
Santos – in this area you can find some of the most
fashionable bars and discos. But also, restaurants,
museums and a wide range of design shops.
Belém is linked to Portugal’s Golden Age of
Discoveries as the site where the famous navigators set
sail to discover the world. Today it is a spacious green
suburb with many gardens, parks and monuments that
Chiado and the Hills of the City
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are well worth a visit. Amongst Belém’s attractions
are the Jerónimos Monastery, the Monument to the
Discoveries, Torre de Belém and Belém Cultural Centre.
The Parque das Nações is ideal for all ages. Located
in the eastern part of Lisbon, this area is a focus of the
city's cultural life. The gardens along the river, frame
the facilities at the Parque, including the Pavilhão
Atlântico, venue for events and the new Casino Lisboa.
The Oceanário is not to be missed, amazing young
and old alike with the diversity of its collections. The
Pavilhão do Conhecimento and the Vasco da Gama
tower are other attractions in this unique park. Take a
ride on the cable car offering breathtaking views of
the river and the city.
From Nations Park to Belém – The riverside, is one of
the favourite meeting places for the people of Lisbon.
Families, friends and people of all ages enjoy the river
views and the wide variety of places to walk and
spend time with friends. Cafés terraces, bars and
restaurants bustle with the hubbub of people enjoying
themselves day and night.

Outside Lisbon
Estoril / Cascais : The Costa do Estoril is ripe for
discovery. Romantic, cosmopolitan, packed with
entertainment and boasting a unique character, Estoril
is where Lisbon meets the sea. Considered to be the
Portuguese Riviera, Estoril and Cascais are full of
glamour and charisma. They offer a great diversity of

The course is surrounded by a series of enchanting
vineyards, offering a number of memorable holes as
you are led to the epic 18th, where a daunting island
green awaits.

QUINTA DO PERÚ & COUNTRY CLUB
With the Arrábida mountains as its backdrop, the
Quinta do Perú golf course offers amateurs a
pleasant game, whilst also presenting a challenge for
professionals. It was voted amongst the top 10 courses
in Portugal in the biennial poll organised by the
European Golf magazine. With its many trees and wild
flowers, the course provides a varied start, for the first
three holes consist of a par 5, a 386-metre par 4 and a
186-metre par 3. Amongst the first nine holes, attention
is drawn to the short eighth hole, with a lake in front of
its green. The next nine holes are even more difficult.
Number 12 is a par 4 which, although not very long,
has a lake running beside the fairway and down to the
green. Then comes what is probably the most difficult
test on the course: hole 16, a 200-metre par 3, where
one needs to play over a lake to reach the green. The
course’s recognised quality has led to its hosting several
events from the European Challenge Tour.

AROEIRA I
Located in a protected pine woodland, 30 minutes
from central Lisbon, south of river Tagus and near to
the beach. Aroeira’s mild climate allows golf to be

“The intrinsic beauty of Chiado, and its people – going about their daily lives makes the area what it is”

attractions and the experiences in a limited area and
in a setting that is exceptional in terms of nature, culture
and heritage along the whole of this marvellous coast.
Sintra is an inexhaustible attraction. The perfect
symbiosis between nature and its man made heritage
led to its UNESCO World Heritage status in the Cultural
Landscape category in 1995. The town has been
adored over the years by artists and writers from all
over the world. The passion for the town reached its
peak in the 19th century, in the heart of the romantic
era. Poets such as Lord Byron, who called it a "a
Garden of the Earthly Paradise", and Portuguese
writers such as Eça de Queiroz, who described it in
many passages of his works, helped create a special
aura of the town.
Setúbal/Tróia : The Costa Azul has a wide natural
diversity of landscapes and environments, favoured by
the presence of the sea, and is a wonderful region to
discover. It has a wealth of natural and cultural
attractions and comprehensive modern infrastructures
to ensure that you thoroughly enjoy your holidays.
There’s always the Sea, the Nature and Golf.

GOLF COURSES

played all year long. Aroeira I was designed by
Architect Frank Pennink in 1973 with a beautiful
tree-lined course adorned by 5 lakes. The course is
6044 meters long and a par 72.
Apart from the quality of two 18 holes championship
golf courses, Aroeira offers self catering apartments for
rent, a tropical swimming pool, tennis courts and a
shopping area with restaurant, supermarket among
other shops.

SANTO ESTÊVÃO GOLFE
Designed by the renowned English architect Donald
Steel, with a curriculum of hundreds of golf courses
around the world, the Santo Estêvão Golfe represents
the typical concept of the English school, taking
advantage of all the features of the land, respecting and
benefiting the existing landscape. This scenery is
complemented by areas of natural vegetation, with the
golden tones of dry herbs to contrast with the varied
colours of spring flowers. An environment that enriches
the Vila Nova project of Santo Estêvão making it an
epitome of quality and lifestyle.
Praia Del Rey Golf

MONTADO HOTEL & GOLF RESORT
The Golf Course of Montado can be found near the
Castle of Palmela, surrounded by vineyards developed
in a harmonious whole of Cork Trees, where streams
and lakes make the magical beauty of this golf course.
It has been carefully inserted into a landscape that
helps to break the routine of daily life, and is well
known for its hole 18 and green located on an island.
It is just 30 minutes south of Lisbon, one of Europe’s
most stylish and historic capitals. After an extensive
course refurbishment in 2006, Montado Hotel & Golf
Resort was catapulted into the spotlight. The layout is
now considered to be one of the best around Lisbon.
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Estoril 3rd hole

RIBAGOLFE I & II
Just you and the golf course. The Perfect Partnership
on a par with the best in Europe in terms of layout,
environmental features and design. It is the creation
of the two golf architects Michael King and Peter
Townsend, from European Golf Design, an associate of
the PGA European Tour. Golf occupies only one third
of the total area of the Herdade da Vargem Fresca.
There are two golf courses, Ribagolfe I and Ribagolfe
II, both par 72 with 18 holes. There is also a vast
practice area in addition to the driving range, including
chipping and putting greens, practice bunkers and a
fully equipped Clubhouse with a proshop and restaurant
services. Ribagolfe is on the list of candidates to host
national and European competitions.

ESTORIL/SINTRA GOLF COURSES
CLUB DE GOLF QUINTA DA
MARINHA
This exciting, 18-hole course is designed by the
internationally acclaimed golf architect Robert Trent
Jones. A par 71 with 5,845 meters. The first nine holes
are set amongst some of the most spectacular countryside
in the area while the second nine are on the cliff tops,
with sensational views over the Atlantic.
True to form, Trent Jones has laid plenty of traps. The
course is studded with water hazards and its 18
undulating greens will challenge players of all levels,
from the novice to the scratch golfer.

BELAS CLUBE DE CAMPO
TROIA GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE
Troia Golf Championship Course is located on the
Troia Peninsula. It lies on a long flat and sandy stretch
of land across the Sado Estuary, which separates the
Setubal lagoon from the Atlantic Ocean, with the
dramatic backdrop of the Arrabida mountain range.
This gem of a course, was ranked #25 amongst
Europe Top 100 Courses by British magazine "Golf
World". The American golf architect Robert Trent
Jones Senior, achieved a real masterpiece of golf
course design at Troia, creating a true championship
layout and providing a genuine test of skill for the
lower handicap golfer together with enjoyment for the
more modest player. There is a nice Clubhouse,
skilfully constructed in rustic style, nestling in a pine
grove, with full facilities, a bar and restaurant with
terrace overlooking several holes of the course and
miles of unspoilt sandy beach. Accommodation is
available on site at the Troia Resort.
Estoril Golf Course
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Belas is a Championship Golf Course. The layout is
extraordinary, with several fairways and greens set in
deep valleys, and it affords unforgettable panoramic
scenery to golfers and visitors. With its excellent variety
of holes, the course is a pleasure to play, whatever one’s
handicap level. It demands both skill and tactical play,
and is acknowledged both locally and internationally as
one of Portugal’s best constructed layouts. It has in
operation an Environmental Management System (EMS)
that enables its staff to monitor all matters relating to
the environment. The EMS holds an ISO 14001
certification, and is also certified to the European
“Committed to Green” Programme.

ESTORIL GOLF COURSE
One of Portugal’s oldest and most emblematic courses,
the Estoril Golf Course, is located in the residential area
of Estoril, only 1 km from the Hotel Palácio, the beach
of Estoril and the famous Casino.
Owned by the Hotel Palácio from 1929 and redesigned
in 1936 by the famous architect Mackensie Ross, this
stunning 18 hole Championship Course is a par 69 with
5175 meters, surrounded by colourful flora, including
mimosas, pine and eucalyptus trees. The Portuguese
Open was played 20 times, Ladies Open and 63 times
the Portuguese International Championship Amateur.
Another excellent 9 hole the Blue Course, provides the
perfect location for less experienced players to develop
their skills.
Golf Estoril also features an elegant Clubhouse attractively
situated in a pine forest setting, with a refined restaurant,
2 bars, swimming pool and Pro Shop.
Guests of the Hotel Palácio have preferential tee times
and green fees at a special rate.
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OITAVOS DUNES – NATURAL LINKS
GOLF
Oitavos Golfe lies within the Sintra-Cascais Natural
Park. It is set among pine woods and reforested dunes,
in an area of great natural beauty. Being a seaside golf
course, the ocean view is present all the time. The
layout has been carefully crafted by one of the
greatest golf architects of our times, Arthur Hills. Hills
has maintained and preserved the unique characteristics
of the land, creating a 6.303 metre, par 71 golf
course. The environmental certification was done in
cooperation with Audubon International, an American
environmental association. The sustainability of the
resources is the prior objective. The flora and fauna
peculiar to the region are strictly protected, with some
areas being closed to people and machines. Quinta da
Marinha Oitavos Golfe is the 1st Golf Course in Europe
and the 2nd in the World being recognized as a
Certified Signature Sanctuary - Gold. It is already set
as one of the best golf courses in Europe, where a non
stress round of golf can be played all year round.

PESTANA BELOURA GOLF RESORT
The verdant foothills of the Sintra Mountains offer a
breathtaking backdrop for the Pestana Beloura Golf
Course. Here the famous American golf course

in Portugal. In 1996 the Portuguese Golf Federation
awarded it the distinction of being the best course.
With a typical modern north-American school design,
laid out by the renowned architect Rocky Roquemore,
the course covers more than 90 HA, and is framed by
the local flora enhanced by mature umbrella pine trees
and cork oaks. The course is a Par 72 and plays 6.612
meters from the championship tees. Many bunkers
protect greens and a number of holes with water
features and hazards make it fun and challenging for
golfers of all abilities and ages. There is a well equipped
Pro shop with an adjoining snack bar and terrace with
views across the 1st tee and 18th green. In addition a
double ended driving range and short game practise
facilities make this the perfect golfing venue.

PRAIA D’EL REY GOLF & BEACH
RESORT
By the sea, the green expanse of the golf course of
Praia d’El Rey is spread out along dunes, cliffs and pine
trees. Nature has also been generous here, with the
horizon dominated by the blue of the sea and the golden
sandy beaches. The Praia d’El Rey course is located near
Óbidos, a village surrounded by walls which has kept
medieval times alive. This is a championship-quality
golf course with 18 holes for a Par 72 along 6,467

“Aroeira I was designed by Architect Frank Pennink in 1973 with a beautiful
tree-lined course adorned by 5 lakes”

architect Rocky Roquemore has conceived a course
that will stretch both your imagination and ability yet
provide an enjoyable challenge to golfers of all levels.
Over 40,000 Eucalyptus, Oak, Pine, Magnolia, Palm
and other exotic trees and plants have been planted on
this gently undulating Par 72, 18 hole course that
measures 5,716 meters from the Men’s Tees and 5,094
from the Women’s Tees. Water comes into play on
many of the holes as they meander between the
various lakes and streams that border the Fairways.
The course is irrigated automatically from its own
water supplies, guaranteeing crisp lies on lush Tifton
419 fairways and true, holding greens from a green
sward of creeping bents.

OESTE GOLF COURSES
BOM SUCESSO
Located on the Lisbon Coast, 50 minutes from the
airport, is one of the most innovative golf resorts
in Europe. Designed by renowned architects, this 5
stars resort features an impressive integration of
contemporary architecture in the magnificent
landscape of the Obidos Lagoon.
The 18 holes, Par 72, designed by Donald Steel, with
breathtaking views as you play among lakes and
strategic bunkers. It is also a friendly course if you are
not a scratch golfer. Generous greens can also be a test
to your long putts. Within a close distance, you can
also try some of the other best golf courses of the
Lisbon Coast. The new clubhouse is superb and has all
the facilities, including restaurant and bar.

meters. A true links. The Praia d’El Rey Golf & Country
Club enables golfers to enjoy top-quality facilities and
services.

ROYAL ÓBIDOS SPA & GOLF RESORT
The late great Seve Ballesteros, designer of the golf
course at Royal Óbidos Spa & Golf Resort, promised
golfers and investors "a great and wonderful place" here
on Portugal's Silver Coast. The course layout spanning
6400m (+ 7100 yards), will represent a true test of golf
for players of all levels.
The clubhouse, sumptuously appointed with
restaurant, spike bar and pro shop, is ideally located
and overlooks no fewer than 9 of the 18 holes.
Sitting out on the generous terrace, owners and
visitors to Royal Óbidos will enjoy spectacular views
of the golf course and the cascading lakes and
streams, with the Atlantic Ocean "and some truly
wonderful sunsets" in the background.
For more www.visitlisboa.com
Penha Longa

GOLDEN EAGLE
Quinta do Brinçal is located near Rio Maior, approx
50 kms north of Lisbon and owned by Camin, S.A.
The course is considered one of the most emblematic
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IN CYPRUS FOR 2022
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The allure of teeing off amidst stunning natural surroundings, along with the opportunity
to enjoy golf all-year-round in a favourable Mediterranean climate are just two of
the factors that are seeing Cyprus emerge as a leading golfing destination.

Aphrodite Hills Resort

ew feelings can compare to that of sinking
your toes into warm sand… of the sun
kissing your skin, and your senses taking
in the fresh, salty breeze and the endless views of
glittering blue waters.
This idyllic scene is one that can be enjoyed for
the most part of the year on the island of Cyprus,
and one that offers a myriad of experiences, from
the total relaxation of sunbathing with drink in
hand, to the thrill and challenge of trying a new
water sport.
From secluded bays, to lively resorts and sandy
beaches to rocky coves, the island’s expansive
coastline is home to a variety of different-style
beaches; each unique in its appearance and the
facilities it offers.
And aside from lazing on hot sands, the crystal
depths of the Mediterranean Sea can be
appreciated both on and in the water, after all,
even the Goddess of Love - Aphrodite herself was born of the sea foam in Pafos (Paphos)!
Take a stroll to a backdrop of sea and bobbing
boats at one of the quaint piers, marinas and
harbours…. try your hand at reeling in the ‘catch
of the day’ on a fishing trip, or discover the coves
and caves of the different coastal areas on a boat
trip. By venturing further still with a short cruise
to a neighbouring country, you can beautifully
combine two holidays in one.

F

Minthis
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For the more daring visitor, the island’s ideal
wind and water conditions open up endless
possibilities for exhilarating sports such as
windsurfing, sailing and kitesurfing, whilst
beneath the foam, a whole new underwater
world invites you in to discover a diver’s paradise
of world-ranking wrecks and diverse marine life.
So, whether you prefer to be lounging on hot
sands, riding the waves, or taking in the views
from a porthole, Cyprus is the perfect destination
for all the very best of sun and sea.

GOLF IN CYPRUS
Welcome to Cyprus, enjoy your golf and our
warm hospitality and make this lovely
Mediterranean island, chosen by Aphrodite –
goddess of Love - as her home, your preferred
golfing destination!
Located in some of the most picturesque areas
of Cyprus, the select handful of courses have been
applauded for the way they are integrated into the
breathtaking natural landscape of dramatic
ravines, cliffs and sea vistas – backdrops that have
been carefully used to enhance the game on each
course. The heritage of the courses is also pedigree,
with some of the world’s most renowned golf course
architects leaving their signature on the challenging
courses they have designed on the island, from
luxury golfing resorts to stand-alone greens.

INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL 2022
Along with the opportunity to enjoy a game of
golf in scenic tranquility, the various courses also
host annual tournaments on both a national and
international level, as well as offering academies,
club houses and other facilities.
Cyprus is the perfect golf tourism destination as
it is blessed with sunshine and has the best
climate in the Mediterranean, especially during
winter when many courses in northern Europe
are closed because of ice and snow. With four
stunning courses to choose from, you won’t be
disappointed.

MINTHIS
At an altitude of 550m above sea level it’s a
course for all seasons, enjoying cool breezes even
during the summer. Originally designed by
Donald Steel in 1994, Minthis is the oldest golf
course in Cyprus, and has recently undergone
extensive enhancement by Mackenzie & Ebert.

spectacular par 3s in Europe. The hole plays
steeply down across a canyon onto a large green,
nestled in a grove of olive trees.
Three residential professional golf instructors
are available for individual or group lessons at
the three-hole academy course, and there is also
a fully-equipped Pro Shop.

SECRET VALLEY GOLF RESORT
With Secret Valley Golf Resort carefully laid out
in the natural landscape, and with mature
vegetation in the lower part of the valley, the
setting is distinctly a Cyprus one with a unique
Mediterranean feel. Utilising the steep hillside
terrain, the course offers spectacular tee locations
and long views towards valley and ocean.
Recently rebuilt and opened in 2013, the par 71
course of 5.700 metres unfolds through rolling
Bermuda fairways and bentgrass greens.
It is further supported by an academy that offers

“Cyprus is the perfect golf tourism destination as it is blessed with sunshine and has the
best climate in the Mediterranean, especially during winter when many courses in
northern Europe are closed because of ice and snow”
The ancient gardens in which the course is set
lend a unique flavour, with holes surrounded
by grapevines, walnut, almond, and olive
trees. Few places are so tranquil for a friendly
game, being fun to play for all standards of
player, with great variety between holes. To
top it off it is a looped course, with each nine
returning you to the clubhouse, perfect for
halfway refreshments!

APHRODITE HILLS RESORT,
PGA NATIONAL CYPRUS
Located between Pafos (Paphos) and Lemesos
(Limassol), Aphrodite Hills Golf, PGA National
Cyprus is an award-winning integrated golf,
leisure and real estate development with a
championship 18-hole golf course designed by
renowned course architect Cabell B. Robinson.
One of the defining features of the 6,299-metre
course is the 7th hole, which is one of the most
Eléa Estate Golf Club
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tuition from a PGA Professional. The modern
practise area boasts 22 covered bays; large
putting, chipping, and pitching greens, plus
indoor solutions.

ELÉA ESTATE GOLF CLUB
Commanding breathtaking views of the
Mediterranean Sea, the par 71 course of 6775
yards (from the black tees) incorporates numerous
rugged features of the natural landscape,
including endless, rolling countryside, mature
carob and olive trees and weathered outcrops of
limestone that strikingly contrast with the dark
green paspalum grass fairways and semi-rough.
A number of holes are fringed by Mediterranean
grasses and an abundance of wild herbs and
native flora that allow local wildlife to thrive.
A visit to Eléa Estate Golf Club is one you will
not forget.
For further information visit
www.visitcyprus.com

APHRODITE HILLS RESORT

COMMERCIAL FEATURE (INTERNATIONAL GOLF TRAVEL)

With stunning views of the Mediterranean Sea and an exquisite setting amongst
natural vegetation, Aphrodite Hills Resort is paradise for the golfing enthusiasts.

phrodite Hills Golf Course, The PGA
National Cyprus, and GEO Certified is
unique, exotic and challenging.
The deluxe Aphrodite Hills Golf Clubhouse
overlooks the 18th green giving an intimate and
friendly ambience, combined with the highest
standards of comfort and quality. A Golf Pro Shop
carries an extensive range of golfing equipment and
stylish apparel from the world’s leading brands
whilst the restaurant serves a wide range of meals
and beverages from a menu offering delectable
upmarket international gourmet cuisine.
The Caddy Masters Team provides an unparalleled
service from arrival to departure, as well as
expertise on the course.
The PGA National Cyprus, Golf Course is the
perfect mix of challenging bunkers, manicured
fairways of lush Bermuda grass and generous
tiered greens. Visually spectacular, the course
expands through indigenous olive and carob trees
and is built on two plateaux, separated by a
dramatic ravine with outstanding views over the
Mediterranean Sea. The staggering 130-meter
gorge dividing tees at the 7th hole is an enticing
challenge for all lovers of this beautiful game.
Aphrodite Hills Golf is a buggy mandatory
course and all buggies are equipped with the
latest GPS technology. It’s the only Golf Course

The 5-Star Aphrodite Hills Hotel, consists of 290 superb
guest rooms and suites elegantly combined with a serenity
offered by the spectacular gardens, golf, sea and pool views.

in Cyprus that offer this service. The GPS
functionality is a great tool to assist every player
around the beautiful facility.
The PGA National Cyprus Golf Course was proud
host of 2 consecutive European Tour events in
2020 and the results which travelled around the
world was highly impressive. The Tour will return
back to PGA National Cyprus in 2022.

Alternatively, a great number of Villas and Apartments
are available for those who opt for self-catering
holidays with innovative services and extraordinary
privileges and amenities, offered by Aphrodite Hills
Holiday Residences. Premium Serviced Apartment
category has recently been added to the Aphrodite Hills
Holiday Residences inventory, thus enhancing the list
of the quality accommodation options.

A

APHRODITE HILLS RESORT IS A CITY
ON ITS OWN WITH AMENITIES THAT
OFFER A UNIQUE LIFESTYLE:
- 5-Star Aphrodite Hills Hotel
- Self-catering Villas and Apartments
- Banqueting Centre with outstanding conference
facilities
- Championship Tennis Academy, with 9 professional
tennis courts as well as 2 Padel Tennis Courts
- Multi award-winning Retreat Spa, with 27
treatment rooms
- Cycling Station & Shop
- Physiotherapy centre
- Soccer Academy
- Nature trails for walking/jogging
- Horse riding and archery
- Children's Club & Splash park
- Supermarket & bakery, pharmacy and numerous
branded cafes and shops
- Medical centre
- Picturesque chapel of St. Catherine
- 18 restaurants & bars
- Swimming pools and a gym

A LOCATION WITH EXQUISITE
ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

“The PGA National Cyprus, Golf Course is the perfect mix of challenging bunkers,
manicured fairways of lush Bermuda grass and generous tiered greens”
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GOLF IN THE
Royal Portrush Golf Links

Come to Ireland and play our world class courses and stay with our many excellent
accommodation providers. Make the Emerald Isle part of your plans for 2022.
tarting in Northern Ireland and the province
of Ulster home to Major Champions Rory
McIIroy, Graeme McDowell and Darren
Clarke and renowned for its stunning natural
golfing country, Northern Ireland has many
spectacular links courses that attract worldwide
attention.
In the land of the mythic Giant’s Causeway, the
Royal Portrush Golf Club joins the top ranked
Irish courses in the World and hosted The Open
Championship in 2019. The club is located on the
world famous Causeway Coast in Co Antrim.
Founded in 1888, it has two championship
courses – the renowned Dunluce Course and the
smaller, but equally enjoyable Valley Course.
Portstewart Golf Club hosted the Dubai Duty
Free Irish Open in 2017. Founded in 1894 and re–
designed by Willie Park Jnr in the 1920’s this
championship links course received its greatest
makeover with the purchase of land known as
“Thistly Hollow” in 1986. This enabled the club
to build a stunning new seven holes through
towering dunes and fabulous and natural links
land. Designed by Des Giffin the Strand Course is
the jewel in the Portstewart portfolio.
Hilton Belfast Templepatrick Golf & Country
Club is home to one of the country’s finest courses.
Designed by the winner of many European pro
tournaments, David Jones, in consultation with
David Feherty, one of Northern Ireland’s most

S
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successful golfers, the course makes full use of
the spectacular scenery, including streams, rivers
and mature trees.
Roe Park Resort has 155 acres of scenic
parkland, an 18–hole golf course and a luxury
spa. The City of Derry Airport is a 15–minute
drive away. The beautiful bedrooms at Roe Park
each have a cosy seating area. Many rooms have
views of Benevenagh Mountain, and all feature a
TV, work desk and free internet access. The
impressive Roe Spa offers indulgent treatments
and therapies, and features a swimming pool, spa
bath and sauna.
In the Mourne County where Royal County
Down Golf Club is among some of the most
breathtaking golf courses in the world. Situated
south of Belfast on the edge of Dundrum Bay and
set against the backdrop of the Mourne Mountains,
the club has two links courses, including the
Championship links, which is rated among the
Top 10 courses in the world and has hosted many
great events including The Walker Cup.
Ards and North Down is steeped in golfing
history and first class courses.
It was Rory McIlroy himself who declared Northern
Ireland, “the golfing capital of the world”. With
six major wins, Rory victorious in four, collected
by golfers from these shores over the past few
years who could argue! Courses designed by
names such as H.S. Colt, James Braid and Peter
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Alliss sum up the quality on offer. The Royal
Belfast, Bangor, Clandeboye, Kirkistown Castle
and Rory’s own club, Holywood, have all been
awarded the “Quality Assurance” stamp by
Tourism Northern Ireland.
In County Fermanagh, Lough Erne is a 5 Star
Golf Resort making it one of the finest in
Northern Ireland. Lough Erne Resort – “IGTOA
2010 Golf Resort of The Year” (Ireland Golf Tour
Operator Association) is home to two Championship
Golf Courses – The Faldo Course and Castle Hume
Golf Course.
In the Breffni County of Cavan is the stunning
Radisson Farnham Estate parkland course which
is spread over 500 acres of rolling countryside
and dense woodland. The two nines are quite
contrasting in nature. Also, County Cavan Golf
Club which is one of the oldest and most mature
parkland courses in Ireland and presents the
golfer with a challenging and unforgettable
experience.
Ardee Golf Club in County Louth, has become
one of the premier golfing destinations in
Ireland’s North East. Situated in the centre of Co.
Louth and only 5 miles west of the M1 DublinBelfast motorway (junction 14), it is only 45 minutes
from Dublin city, making it very accessible from
both north and south.
Moving into the South West which is renowned
for its spectacular beauty and its golf courses
which have utilized the natural landscape to
create a combination of links and traditional
parkland courses offering the visiting golfer both
choice and challenge.

Fota Island Golf Resort in Carrigtwohill is a fine
example, where the splendid woodlands are
woven into a challenging Par 71 championship
course. A 5 Star Hotel and Luxury Spa are also
available.
Also, Cork Golf Club. Founded in 1888 and re–
designed in 1927 by Alister Mackenzie, this well
renowned championship parkland course is as
graceful and mature as its age would suggest.
A visit to Cork would not be complete without
a round of golf at the Old Head Links of Kinsale.
The Old Head Golf Links is built on a 220–acre
diamond of land. The promontory is almost an
island with numerous caves running beneath
your feet as you play the course.
Like Cork, County Kerry has a wealth of
excellent golf courses on offer including the Ring
of Kerry Golf Club located in Kenmare and also
Waterville Golf Links; a mature links course where
champions of the British Open are known to practice.
One of the oldest Irish clubs, rated among the
top 5 in Ireland and the top 20 links courses in
the world, Waterville’s Golf Links course is highly
acclaimed, both nationally and internationally,
and by a host of some of the world’s leading
professionals. A combination of sand dunes,
gorse and native grasses, from teeing ground to
putting green this 18-hole course reflects the
rugged charm of the Irish West. Also, the
Waterville House is highly recommended for all
your accommodation requirements.
Close by in Killarney where the natural lakeside
courses at Killarney Golf & Fishing Club are
uniquely designed to offer a variety of challenges
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to the golfer. Sample its three courses Mahony’s Point, Lackabane and
Killeen all built to modern specifications with sand-based greens and
tree–lined, undulating fairways.
Travelling further north is Ballybunion Golf Course, where the fine
links of the Old and Cashen courses are bordered by the Atlantic
Ocean and overlook the mouth of the Shannon Estuary amidst the
most beautiful of scenery.
While visiting the Kingdom of Kerry, Tralee Golf Club is not to be
missed. Built by Arnold Palmer, this stunning setting represents a
true paradise for those willing to challenge what is widely acclaimed
as one of the finest links courses in Ireland.
Nestled on the edge of Ireland’s dramatic south-west coastline,
Dingle Golf Links is a very special place to visit and is an ideal
location for your golfing holiday in Kerry.
Moving to County Limerick which is just a short distance north
from Kerry and home to some of the top courses this side of the
Shannon.
Adare Manor Golf Club, an 18–hole parkland golf course provides
an historic Irish golfing experience. The Desmond Castle (dates back

to 1200 AD) is a magnificent backdrop to the 1st and 15th greens,
while the ruins of the Franciscan Abbey (1464 AD) dominate the
centre of the course.
The Adare Manor Hotel and Golf Resort owned by JP McManus is a
five-star luxury experience. The golf course which will host the 2027
Ryder Cup is one of Ireland's finest parklands.
Newcastle West Golf Club is a unique golf course, featuring
strategic bunkering, water hazards, many groves of trees, and well–
designed risk and reward holes. The course is playable all year round,
and is maintained to the highest standards, with the widely
acknowledged best greens in Munster.
The course at Limerick Golf Club is a mix of demanding holes
interspersed with some good birdie chances, notably the tenth and
the short fifteenth. The long eight is an outstanding hole, with a
stream meandering its way through it, coming into play for all shots
to a severely sloping green.
In keeping with its neighbouring counties County Clare can also lay
claim to some of the most challenging and spectacular golf courses in
the Mid West region.
One such course is found at Dromoland Castle Golf & Country Club,
which is one of the finest 5 star hotels in Ireland and has a golf
course to equal the splendour of the setting. Also, The Inn at
Dromoland is recommended and which combines high levels of
service, sumptuous dining and new renovated rooms and facilities.
Lahinch Golf Club is a world–renowned links golf course. Founded
in 1892 it has often been described as the “St. Andrew’s” of Ireland.
Lahinch is actually two 18 hole courses, the Old Course, is between
the road and the sea, and situated at the opposite side of the road
from the Old Course is the Castle Course. The Castle Course is a
flatter links named after the ruins of a nearby castle tower that
stands to the north of the course.
Moving to the South-East, a golfer’s paradise with courses to suit
all tastes and skills. Starting in Waterford, Gold Coast Golf Resort
welcomes visitors and societies to its parkland by the sea. The 18–
hole championship course offers wonderful views of Dungarvan Bay.
Dungarvan Golf Club is an 18 hole Championship Parkland course
located outside the town of Dungarvan, County Waterford. The course
is adjacent to Dungarvan Bay and set against the backdrop of the
Comeragh mountains.
West Waterford Golf and Country Club designed by Eddie Hackett is
an 18-hole par 72 championship golf course situated 4km west of
Dungarvan. The club is maintained in excellent condition offering
superb playability throughout the year. Societies and Visitors are
warmly welcomed.
Ireland’s only true island golf course surrounded by the River Suir,
accessed by complimentary car ferry is Waterford Castle Golf Club
Lahinch Golf Links

58 Irish Golf Review

GOLF IN IRELAND 2022
which enjoys idyllic seclusion located minutes
from Waterford city centre, 90 mins from Dublin
and Cork. The 18–hole par 72 Des Smyth
designed course, located on the 310–acre private
island is ranked in the top 30 parkland courses in
Ireland. The Waterford Castle Hotel & Golf Resort
is a truly stunning 5 Star experience and a must
visit in Ireland’s South East.
Waterford Golf Club was founded in 1912 and
overlooks the historic city of Waterford. With its
magnificent views, this 18–hole parkland course,
Par 71, is a gem. The irregular city, with its
towers and steeples spread before the eye along
the valley, and in the west, Slievenamon and the
Comeragh Mountains, make a background of
enduring splendor.
Nearby Tramore is a small but charming seaside
village twenty minutes from Waterford city.
Tramore Golf Club, an 18–hole parkland course is
situated on the outskirts of Tramore and offers
visitors a superb gently undulating course and
top notch facilities including a pro shop, club bar
and restaurant.
Dunmore East Golf Club overlooks the village of
Dunmore East, County Waterford in the South
East of Ireland. With panoramic views of the
village, the bay, the Hook Peninsula, Waterford
Harbour estuary, the Saltee Islands and the Irish Sea,
this seaside parkland course offers idyllic surroundings,
fresh clean sea air, combined with stimulating and
challenging golf.
Also, Faithlegg Golf Course, which was designed
by the late Patrick Merrigan and includes undulating
greens, water hazards and perfectly placed sand

traps, all of which, complete and heighten the
challenge.
Like Waterford, Wexford has a selection to suit
everyone. On the outskirts of Wexford Town
stands Wexford Golf Club, an 18–hole parkland
course situated on the slopes of Mulgannon Hill
and offering stunning views of the harbour.
Established in 1905, New Ross Golf Club is a
mature parkland golf course situated between the
scenic Barrow and Nore valleys with the
magnificent Brandon and Blackstairs mountains
providing the backdrop.
Bunclody Golf and Fishing Club is situated in
300 acres of breathtaking parklands in the former
Hall-Dare Estate on the Carlow Wexford border.
Opened in 2009, it is ranked in the top 21
parkland courses in Ireland and was voted ‘The
Best Hidden Gem in Ireland’. Designed by Jeff
Howes, the Championship course runs over 7000
yards on the banks of the river Slaney and has a
diversity of golf holes, rarely seen on one golf
course.
Stretching along the curve of Rosslare Bay is
Rosslare fishing village. Here Rosslare Golf Club
boasts a spectacular landscape standing on a
narrow peninsula with the Irish sea on one side
and Wexford harbour on the other. Two courses
are on offer at this club including an 18–hole
championship course and a 12–hole layout
known as the Burrow Course that opened in
1992.
For accommodation, The Ashdown Park Hotel is
tastefully designed and highly–recommended for
your golfing visit to the South–East. Enjoy the
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food on offer all day or just relax with regular live entertainment.
Facilities include conference & banqueting facilities, the award–
winning Rowan Tree Restaurant, Ivy & Coach Bars, Leisure Club &
Beauty Studio and complimentary car park. All public areas are
wheelchair friendly.
Kilkenny Golf Club offers a warm atmosphere on its championship golf
course and welcomes individuals, societies and groups. It is a course
worth visiting in 2022 when making your plans into the South East.

Mount Juliet Golf Club is set on lush parkland 20 minutes from
Kilkenny. Designed by Jack Nicklaus, Mount Juliet golf course first
opened in 1991 with a friendly match between Jack Nicklaus and
the late Christy O’Connor Snr. Set in a world of its own, on lush
parkland in the south east of Ireland, the course is both captivating
and memorable.
Rathsallagh Golf & Country Club is a Championship Course measuring
close to 7,000 yards with a par of 72. Set on 270 acres of rolling
parkland. The course is remarkable for the number, position and
maturity of the trees on the course and the definition they give on
approach to the excellent U.S.G.A specified greens. The bunkering
has been described as some of the best in Ireland, both in terms of
construction and intelligent placement.
Carlow is an in–land town offering visitors an exciting array of
activities from exhilarating outdoor pursuits, vibrant shopping to
spectacular golf courses.
The Mount Wolseley Hotel Spa and Golf Resort is situated in the
tranquil countryside of County Carlow, just one hour from Dublin
City. Carlow Golf Club itself boasts two courses: with the
Championship 18–hole Deerpark course and the 9–hole (Par 35)
Oakpark Course which opened in 2002.
In County Tipperary and within a peaceful countryside location,
the 4–star Great National Ballykisteen Golf Hotel offers spacious
accommodation and superb facilities, including a leisure centre, spa
and golf course. The 18–hole championship golf course provides a
challenge for all levels of leisure golfers.
Also, Tipperary Golf Club overlooking the stunning Glen of Aherlow is
one of the finest parkland courses in the region. Membership is open
and Society and Groups are also welcome.
Clonmel Golf Club founded in 1911 is one of the oldest clubs in the
province of Munster. A rolling parkland course designed by the
renowned Eddie Hackett, it is a mature 18–hole par 71 course
measuring 6,366 yards. The ladies course measures 5,445 yards, par
74. Set in the foothills of the Comeragh Mountains with magnificent
views across the valley of the River Suir and the rolling Waterford
and Tipperary countryside.
Cahir Park Golf Club is situated half a mile from Cahir town. The
18–hole golf course is divided in two by the River Suir and displays
mature trees, lakes and streams. Stay in the Cahir House Hotel in the
centre of the heritage town and experience simple old world charm
and elegance.
Onto the Capital, Dublin, which is populated with superb parkland
courses and testing links courses, offering every type of challenge,
suitable for both the novice and experienced golfer.
Grange Castle Golf Club
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Starting with Howth Golf Club, which is an 18–
hole, Par 72 heathland course, located on the
beautiful scenic peninsula of Howth in North–
East County Dublin, and features wonderful
views over the city of Dublin, South to Dun
Laoghaire, Bray and Co. Wicklow, North over Co.
Dublin and Co. Louth and the Sea to the East.
100 years ago, St. Anne's Golf Club was founded
as a 9-hole course with a modest clubhouse. Today
it boasts a spectacular 18-hole links course, sitting
on the UNESCO Wildlife Sanctuary of Bull Island
only 5 miles from Dublin city centre.
Malahide Golf Club is a real gem of a Parkland
Course, where Society Golfers and Visitors are
both warmly welcomed, with many returning
year after year. 2017 saw the club celebrating its
125th Year as well as the reopening of the Blue
Nine following a development by the renowned
golf architect Martin Hawtree. Why not
experience the ‘Magic of Malahide’ for yourself
and book a round.
Situated on the shoreline of a rugged peninsula,
St. Margaret’s Golf & Country Club is one of
Ireland’s premier championship parkland courses.
Previously home to the Ladies Irish Open, the
Seniors Irish Open and the Irish PGA
Championship, the 18 holes offer golfers a
wonderful variety.
Luttrellstown Castle Golf & Country Club is a
spectacular course which was designed by Tom
MacKenzie and Donald Steel (whose work
includes Turnberry, St Andrews and Royal St
Georges), close to Dublin city and a short drive
from the airport. This Par 73 is firmly established

as one of Ireland’s premium courses. It has a
superb club-house, two excellent restaurants, a
driving range, a short game area and a 3–hole
short course designed to sharpen the wedge game.
Rathfarnham Golf Club, founded in 1899, is set
in the rolling foothills of the Dublin Mountains.
The course offers challenging but fair golf to
Members, visitors and societies. With a beautifully
appointed clubhouse, views over the course,
mountains and the city, and within easy reach of
the M50, Rathfarnham Golf Club will provide you
with a relaxing and friendly environment in
which to enjoy your golf.
Grange Castle Golf Club founded in 1998 was
designed by Patrick F. Merrigan. This 18 hole
championship course is regarded as one of the
finest public golf courses in Ireland. Measuring
6,800 yards from the blue tees and 6,450 yards
from the white tees, the golf course is ideally set
up to suit golfers of all levels.
Moving to the Midlands East Region and the
Royal County of Meath, home to Killeen Castle,
proudly hosts the magnificent Jack Nicklaus
signature course which is spaciously rambling
over 350 acres among superb natural woodlands.
Royal Tara Golf Club is nestled at the foot of
the Historic Hill of Tara and is among Ireland’s
most enjoyable and conveniently located golfing
retreats. Reputably, it is recognised as one of the
finest inland members Golf complexes and renowned
for its welcome to visitors. With 27–holes in mature
parkland the main features of Royal Tara are the
avenue of trees that each golfer must negotiate to
come in with a decent score.
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Headfort Golf Club in Kells has gained quite a reputation for itself
as a premium Golfing destination in Ireland. This is thanks to its
wonderful contrast of experience with Old and New Courses offering
36–holes of Golfers paradise and key location being only 90 minutes
from Belfast. The Headfort Arms Hotel focuses on its rich tradition of
personal Irish service, familar faces & its reputation of fine food.
Relax by the open fire or stroll in the beautiful garden after a day
exploring the richest heritage Ireland has to offer in the Boyne Valley.
Also, Black Bush Golf Club with 27 holes of a well drained parkland
course, who are open most of the year for play. They have three
interchangeable 9-hole courses that keep things moving. Black Bush
Golf Club is situated only minutes from Fairyhouse Racecourse.
Mature trees leading up to well maintained greens line the fairways.
Moving to County Kildare and the world–renowned K Club which is
home to the Smurfit and Palmer courses. Designed by Arnold Palmer,
The Palmer Ryder Cup Course and The Palmer Smurfit Course are
considered two of Europe’s finest Championship Courses. The K Club
played host to the 2016 Irish Open.
Craddockstown Golf Club is a golfing jewel waiting to be explored.
Situated on the outskirts of Naas and five miles from the K Club, they
are nestled between Punchestown, the Curragh and Naas Race
courses.
Headfort Golf Club
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The 7,419 yard Palmerstown House Estate's Course presents players
with feelings of tradition, excellence and quality. Golfers of all skill
levels will find enjoyment and challenge on their well-designed 18hole championship course. This challenging course is set amidst
thousands of mature trees that boast a variety of colour throughout
all four seasons, and each hole has its own individual charm.
Into County Westmeath where golfing at Glasson Golf Club is an
experience not to be missed. Glasson Golf Club has justifiably earned
an international reputation as one of the most challenging and scenic
golf courses in Ireland. Designed by Ryder Cup star, the late Christy
O’Connor Jnr., no matter what your level of golf expertise, the course
is cleverly crafted so you can tee off for a relaxing round while soaking
up the Glasson atmosphere, or test your game to championship level.
Enjoy a luxury overnight stay at Glasson Lakehouse.
Athlone Golf Club is situated in the centre of Ireland, in the
beautiful Hodson Bay area. It offers a unique opportunity to play on
what is regarded as one of the most picturesque golf courses in
Ireland. The course is remarkably wet weather tolerant, due to the
underlying Esker, which makes it a delight to play all year round.
Tullamore Golf Club is a mature 18–hole parkland championship
course situated on the outskirts of Tullamore, County Offaly. Located
here since 1926, the James Baird course was re–designed in 1995 by
Patrick Merrigan. The result is a magnifcent course which is enjoyed
by members and visitors alike.
Next stop is County Wicklow and Old Conna Golf Club which was
designed by Ireland’s renowned golf course designer Eddie Hackett.
This beautiful parkland course located only twelve miles south of
Dublin, combines panoramic sea–scapes and mountain views with
exceptional wooded terrain.
Also, Tulfarris Golf Club, part of Tulfarris Hotel & Golf Resort, designed
by the celebrated golf architect, Patrick J. Merrigan. The 18-hole championship
golf course blends the natural landscape with inspired features to create a
challenging golfing layout.
Bray Golf Club, is a magnificent USGA-standard parkland course, situated
between Bray Head and the Sugar Loaf Mountain with magnificent views of
Killiney Bay and the Wicklow Mountains. Described as “spectacular in every
aspect”, Bray combines stunning scenery with a classic layout.
While in Wicklow, a visit to Powerscourt Golf Club in Enniskerry is
a must. The East course was designed by David Mclay Kidd whose
portfolio also includes the acclaimed Bandon Dunes in Oregon. Like
the East, the West course offers a variety of challenging holes
presenting a fresh perspective on the stunning scenery of the
Powerscourt Estate.
Not to be missed when in the ‘Garden of Ireland’ is Arklow Golf
Club which was formed in 1927. Since the very beginning, the club
has extended a warm welcome to all its visitors from at home and
overseas and will ensure your visit is much more than a round of
golf.
Heading to the West coast into County Galway, you should consider
Galway Bay Golf Resort. Other options to consider while in Galway
include Glenlo Abbey, Gort, Loughrea, Tuam, Galway Golf Club, and
Connemara Golf Links to name but a few.
Tuam Golf Club is one of the premier parkland courses in the West
of Ireland. The club was founded in 1904 and includes a magnificent
clubhouse facility, incorporating bar, restaurant, private visitor area,
games room, professional shop and changing rooms. Visitors are
always welcome to Tuam Golf Club.
From the golfing novice to the aficionado, Glenlo Abbey Golf
Course offers a unique and challenging experience. With the many
lakes, trees, large greens, and the wind whipping from Lough Corrib,
it plays differently every day. This is a 9–hole parkland golf course
originally designed by Christy O Connor Jnr and a must visit when in
Galway.
Into Sligo, and the links land jewel in the crown is Co Sligo Golf
Club at Rosses Point about six miles from the town of Sligo. Created
towards the end of the 19th century on glorious golfing territory
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between majestic Ben Bulben on one side and the Atlantic Ocean on
the other, it is renowned for its scenery, the demanding but fair
nature of its challenge and superb golfing atmosphere.
And this is by no means the only top–class links course in Co
Sligo. Enniscrone Golf Links, affords panoramic views of Killala
Bay, Bartra Island and sandy beaches with Nephin and the Ox
Mountains forming the backdrop.
Castle Dargan Golf Resort is home to one of the premier parkland
golf courses in the North West of Ireland. Making the most of the
natural ebb and flow of the Sligo estates grounds, Darren Clarke
course designer has woven eighteen beautiful golf holes through
majestic trees, natural lakes, burns and around the ancient stone
walls and ruins which dominate this romantic landscape.
Moving to Strandhill golf course which contains 5,804m of
undulating fairways & unforgiving shortcuts, and a promise of an
unforgettable experience by all who play it. The par 70 course is
challenging but rewarding!
To County Mayo where you will find Ballina, Westport and Castlebar
Golf Clubs. Also recommended is Carne Golf Links in North Mayo
which lies in magnificent unspoiled sand dunes overlooking
Blacksod Bay and the wild Atlantic. Carne is an 18–hole, par 72 and
was the last links course designed by the late Eddie Hackett.
Further North into Donegal where outstanding golfing venues trip
easily off the tongue. While in Donegal you should consider
Donegal Golf Club at Murvagh, which is an outstanding links golf
course. Designed by the legendary course architect, Eddie Hackett, it
is continually featured in Golf World’s Top 100 courses in Ireland.
The Abbey Hotel Donegal is renowned for its unique setting and
idyllic views, situated in the centre of the beautiful and historic
coastal town of Donegal, located on the banks of Donegal Bay.
Surrounded by the extraordinary beauty of churches, castles, shops
and monuments, the Abbey Hotel is an ideal starting point for
family, leisure and business travellers. Located near beautiful coastal
drives and signature discovery points, the Abbey Hotel is ideally

Enniscrone Golf Links

situated for planning your golf visit to the North West.
Also the stunning links of Portsalon where golf has been played
since the 1880’s. Originally designed by Thompson of Portrush, the
layout has evolved over the decades with significant changes being
undertaken under the guidance of Pat Ruddy in 2000. Portsalon
continues to progress, with the 2014 Ryder Cup captain, Paul
McGinley, guiding further improvements.
Bundoran Golf Club is a challenging par 70, which sweeps along
the rugged and picturesque Donegal Bay coastline with a mixture of
dunes and undulating terrain making up the 18 holes.
The pages of Irish Golf Review and Irish Golf World will
continue to keep you updated on great golfing options throughout
our editions in 2022.

Irish Golf Review 63

TIPPERARY GOLF CLUB
CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
GOLF IN IRELAND 2022

Irish Golf Review reports on one of Ireland’s finest parkland courses.

• 18 hole development started in 1992 and
completed in 1994
• Clubhouse opened by An Taoiseach Bertie Ahern
Famous players for the club
• T.F Ryan South of Ireland Champion 1936
• Arthur Pierse British Amateur Champion 2007
and member of the Walker Cup team 1983
• Pat Murray South of Ireland Champion 2012
• Munster Junior Cup Champions 1958 and 1959
• Marian Riordan represented Ireland and turned
pro. Marian played on the LGPT tour
• Sarah Crowe represented Ireland in 2008
• Caitlin Shippam represented Ireland in 2021

isitors and Societies are always very
welcome at Tipperary Golf Club. The course
is maintained in excellent condition, with
greens offering superb playability and presentation
throughout the year. The quality and layout of the
course make it very accessible to golfers of all ages
and abilities. The facilities cover everything from
practice areas, golfing accessories and the course
itself right through to the warm reception you will
receive in the clubhouse, bar and restaurant.

V
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Can you give our readers a little background on
the foundation of Tipperary Golf Club over the
past 125 years?
• Founded on the 25th January 1896
• Declared open by the Lady Captain Mrs Lucy
Moore of Moorsford
• First President Lieutenant General Dunham-Massy
• First Captain T.E Willington
• Course first located in what’s known as “The
Hills” in Tipperary and was started by British Army
Officers. It was only used in the winter as it was
used to graze cattle during the summer.
• 1925 moved to Garnacanty
• 1935 moved to Crogue Hill
• 1938 moved to present location at Rathanny. 154
Acres purchased for £1900, nine hole course
developed.

What challenges have you faced as a club during
Covid 19 and since reopening?
• Complete closure of the club for almost 8 months
• Trying to keep everything ticking over with no
extra income to support the club employees
• A lot of volunteers work by members on the
upkeep of the course during this time
• New restaurant caterer had just started prior to
lockdown. Working with the caterer helped establish
a takeaway service working within the Covid
regulations and keeping to protocols that allowed us
to retain their services for the restaurant which
allowed reopening safely.
• Volunteers work by members when we reopened
to implement the Covid Protocol which allowed
reopening safely.
• Trying to attract new members to increase
income which had evaporated in the form of green
fees, societies and reduced income in the bar and
restaurant.
Tell us about your clubhouse and the facilities
which are available for both members and
visitors?
• Large clubhouse officially opened in 1999
• Plenty of car parking spaces
• Ladies and Gents spacious locker rooms with
shower facilities
• Excellent restaurant and bar facilities with seating
for over 100 people. Tea coffee and scones served
during the morning and A la Carte and specials
from 12 noon
• Pro shop providing everything from clubs, lessons
and refreshments
• Putting green
• Driving range
• Cleaning area for clubs trolleys and shoes
• Caddy cars and electric caddy carts available to rent
• Views from the clubhouse of the 1st and 18th
greens
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Darragh McComb, Golf Professional

Tipperary Golf Club represents one of the finest
parkland courses in Ireland. What are the key
features of the course and the highlights for the
visiting golfer?
• The course is forgiving for the high handicapper/
social golfer out to enjoy a round of golf without
losing too many golf balls, however it also presents
challenges for the low handicapper/competitive
golfer via their course management if they wish to
bring a low score back to the clubhouse
• Regular comments from visitors would include
how well maintained the course is and also the
speed and condition of the greens

For international Tour Operators, Golf societies and
corporate clients, maybe you can outline 3 reasons
why they should choose Tipperary Golf Club?
• A very user friendly and level course. Suits
golfers of all abilities, gives leeway to the high
handicapper/social golfer and presents challenges to
the low handicapper/competitive golfer. Serene and
beautiful views. To paraphrase and slightly change a
famous saying “It’s a good walk not spoilt”.
• Within the radius of 20km we have four superb
golf courses that would appeal to any
group/individual golf tours. Because of our prime
location in Munster, easy access to rail, motorways,
airports and the National grid, Tipperary Golf Club is
an ideal venue for the conserving visitors. On our
doorstep we have the renowned Glen of Aherlow
with the walking trails including the “Rock of
Thorabh” loop. We also have access to local hotels
and guesthouses. Aherlow House Hotel, Ballyglass
House Hotel, Kilshane House, Cahir House Hotel,
Kilcoran Lodge and Ballykisteen Hotel.
• The clubhouse where the members and staff give
all guests and visitors a genuine and warm welcome.
Excellent food and drink available in the bar and
restaurant, reasonably priced with a friendly service.

“The course is forgiving for the high handicapper/social golfer
out to enjoy a round of golf”

• The course has many interesting designed holes
and among these are:
• 2nd hole which is a Par 4 dog leg to the right
with a tree right in the middle of the fairway. Your
drive has to clear the corner while avoiding the out
of bounds on the right if you want a birdie. For the
less competitive stay left of the tree and you will not
encounter trouble, a long second shot to the
protected green.
• 12th hole is a Par 5 and from tee to green it runs
parallel with a local river; if you are a straight
shooter you won’t encounter problems, if not stay to
the right. The second shot brings more water into
play in the form of a water penalty area running
directly across the course 20 feet short of the green,
your choice? Be bold or lay up?
• Lastly the 15th (The Fairy Hole) a challenging Par
3, playing from an elevated tee to a really elevated
tilted green. If you don’t make the green you will
have a very interesting second shot. Depending on
the weather for this Par 3 you can be hitting
anything from a pitching wedge to a four iron,
maybe even a wood. It has been known for players
to putt off the green and face a chip shot from a 15
foot grass hollow.
What are your membership rates and offers for
2022?
Full Membership €750
Family Membership €1250
Senior Membership (over 65) €650
Senior Family €1000
Country/Distance/Overseas €300
Juvenile membership €80
Student 3rd level €100
Pavillion €20
New Members €600

Special menus can be created for any group sizes
and dietary needs accommodated.
What does the future hold for Tipperary Golf Club?
In the past year we have seen an increase in the
membership at all age levels. We would like to see
this continue with more emphasis on encouraging
school children and teenagers to take up the sport.
We have been running workshops and coaching
events aimed at these age groups and envisage this
continuing for many years to come.
Currently the club is very proud of the
achievements of Donnacha Cleary who became the
U16 Boys Amateur Champion. The future of
Tipperary Golf Club is very positive considering the
number of Pennants we brought home to the club
this year for our 125 Anniversary.
We hope to add a heated outdoor veranda to the
front of the clubhouse in the next year or two. New
tee boxes for some holes are just about to begin and
other improvements are always being considered
that will enhance the look and playability of the
course with Greenkeeper Eddie Ryan and a very
high standard of golf course and all under the
watchful eyes of our Chairman John Long.
For more details www.tipperarygolfclub.com or
Tel : 062 51119

Lady Captain, Yvonne Daly and
Men's Captain, Michael O' Brien
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DROMOLAND CASTLE
COMMERCIAL FEATURE

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Regarded as one of the finest conditioned parkland courses in the country,
Dromoland Castle Golf & Country Club is up there with the best.

he course stretches over 6824 yards for men and
5242 yards for ladies. Set in the undulating
Clare countryside, the parkland course is a test
to any golfer. The course features tight fairways,
fast greens, perfectly manicured bunkers and an
abundance of trees.
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After his incredible revamping of the Dromoland
Course, Ron Kirby turned his hand to designing the
most modern golf practice facility in Ireland at
Dromoland Castle.
The stone clad, slate roofed structure houses 9 driving
range bays and a fully enclosed teaching bay. All the
bays are fitted with Golf-Tech's second generation fully
automated 'Power Tees' - alleviating the need for
bending down for your next ball and allowing more
enjoyable and better quality practice time.
With 4 bunkered target greens ranging between 100
and 250 metres and at a total length of 300 metres, the
driving range will provide a wide variety of shot selection.
Located on the Dromoland Estate is The Inn at
Dromoland. Now owned and operated by Dromoland
Castle, the hotel has undergone an extensive
refurbishment programme which has seen the majority
of accommodation and all of the public areas receiving
a new modern look, while maintaining the charm of
this well-known hotel.
The hotel itself offers 155 bedrooms, along with the
award-winning Shannigans Gastro Pub, full leisure and
conference facilities and storage facilities for golfers.
The Premier bedrooms at the hotel all offer 2 Double
Beds, Wet Room and all of the modern conveniences,

“The River Rine acts as a significant course feature flowing
throughout the parkland”
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The River Rine acts as a significant course feature flowing
throughout the parkland. It has been described as an
experience never to be forgotten, presenting the pure
challenge of golf to both amateur and professionals alike.
The 18 Hole golf course was picturesquely built in
1961, with the impressive 16th Century baronial
Dromoland Castle acting as a majestic backdrop. Its
setting on the rolling green pastures and glistening
lakes makes it a pleasure to play.
In 2003 the parkland course was redesigned by the
renowned pair, Ron Kirby and J.B. Carr and now acts
as one of Ireland’s most prominent golf courses. Further
investment is due to be carried out over the next 2 years
to add to the recent investment in the clubhouse facilities.
This has seen the addition of a new state of the art
golf shop that stocks the latest in golf brands. The
Clubhouse boasts a leisure centre and swimming pool.
The Resort also boasts 2 hotels onsite with one of the
world’s leading Castle hotels, Dromoland Castle being
the centre piece of the Resort. The Castle Hotel has
also been splendidly refurbished with a €20 million
investment & is the perfect place to stay to
complement your trip.
The Walled Gardens, The Temple of Mercury and
hand painted walls are just some of our favourite
features. It’s a fantastic place to unwind after a
day of golfing. The Fig Tree Restaurant at the
clubhouse serves food all day and caters for small
& large groups.

along with wonderful views overlooking the 6th hole on
Dromoland Golf Course and Shannon Estuary.
The Inn at Dromoland is a firm favourite with Golf
Societies and offers very competitive packages, starting
from as little as €135 per person to include
accommodation, full Irish breakfast, 3 course dinner and
a round of golf at Dromoland Castle Golf Club. Each
society “Stay and Play” package can be tailored to the
group’s individual requirements.
For more www.dromoland.ie/golf/

UPDATE FROM TEAGASC COLLEGE OF
AMENITY HORTICULTURE

COMMERCIAL FEATURE (GOLF TRADE)

his year has seen an enthusiastic start to our courses in
September 2021 and hard to believe it’s nearing the end of 2021.
It’s been a unique period for the last 18 months in education,
there is no doubt that we all have learned new skills and new
ways of adapting in dealing with the pandemic. A lot of our students are
following horticulture in our college because it provides rewards that are
not found in other workplaces. The college is endeavouring to offer a wider
choice to students than it did in the past. The Certificate in Horticulture
Level 5 students are availing of the normal suite of modules including Plant
Identification, Plant Propagation, Landscape construction and maintenance
and Fruit and Vegetable production.
The advanced cert in Horticulture kicked off after midterm in November
and this course is offered in the format of 16 weeks course work and 16
weeks placement. We have a good mix of part time and full time learners
on this programme numbering close to 40 in total. The part time learners
are already working in industry and they are availing of different modules
to build up their knowledge in specific areas. This year we are running the
Sportsturf stream. It is mostly people from industry that are doing this and
the following are some of the topics covered on this course:
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• Appraise the physical and chemical characteristics of soil
• Evaluate soil hydrology including generating drainage and irrigation
specifications for sports turf
• Explain the morphology, physiology, growth and development of the
grass plant

• Identify pest, disease and weed problems in sports turf including
appropriate control measures
• Evaluate the cultural management of sports turf systems including
Integrated Pest Management techniques
More detail on all of our courses on the following link:
https://bit.ly/3k6zBQO
Our degree students are also on site since September. The degree students
have access to both the Botanic Gardens and the Ashtown sites for their
studies. Students are availing of component modules in the degree course
also. The following WIT part-time courses/modules run in the Teagasc
College of Amenity Horticulture in The National Botanic Gardens,
Glasnevin Dublin. They start in September each year and run for 8 hours
per week, for 12 weeks. We welcome interest from people who may be
already involved in the industry to participate in these courses.
• L7 Certificate in Nursery Stock Production (10 credits)
• L7 Certificate in Garden Maintenance and Plant Selection (10 credits)
• Plant Protection Module [for registration with DAFM as professional user
of pesticides status] (5 credits)
• L7 Certificate in Sportsturf Science (10 credits)
• L7 Certificate in Landscape Design (10 credits)
https://www.wit.ie/schools/science_computing/department_of_che
mical_life_sciences/science-subject-area/horticulture-subjectMichael O’Kelly
area#part-time-study-in-dublin
in UL
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GOING CONTACTLESS
C
arroll Golf are delighted to
announce that 2021 was a
busy year for our
customers moving to contactless
payment systems for their ball
dispensers.
It is proving to be the most
convenient, hassle free way to
vend balls in your range and can
be added to your existing
machine. This system is the way
forward, especially in these
environmentally conscious times, as there is no longer a need for
disposable paper cards for the range. The customer can now use their
own rechargeable card as often as they wish. Cards are printed with
the club logo and are site coded to each ball dispenser.
Having been in the industry for approximately 30 years, Carroll
Golf can provide the knowledge and expertise to help materialise the
customers’ range needs no matter how big or small.
As the Irish Distributors for European Golf Machinery, Carroll Golf
covers all aspects of ball management and range hardware with the
well-respected quality of both standard and bespoke equipment.
Whether it is a small practice area for your course, or a large
bespoke driving range, look no further than Carroll Golf.
Carroll Golf Ltd., Unit E5, U Store It, Little Island Cork
info@carrollgolf.ie www.carrollgolf.ie
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VENDURA RESORT, SICILY
GOLF TRAVEL NEWS

One of Europe’s top golfing destinations, Verdura Resort in Sicily, has
returned to 45 holes with the re-opening of the spectacular new-look East
Course following a major redesign.

lobally acclaimed golf architect Kyle Phillips returned to the site
of his original creation to upgrade the 18-hole championship
layout and has spent the last three years reworking his magic at
Verdura Resort, a Rocco Forte Hotel. The much-anticipated revamped
course was unveiled to the golfing world recently.
The extensive renovation has seen a number of new features added
and modifications made to the routing of the East Course and the
neighbouring West Course. The reordering of hole numbers has allowed
for the restoration of former favourite holes and brings exciting new
additions, while the planting of fescue grasses throughout the course
gives the layout added definition.
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Phillips said: “We have certainly made the most of the terrain
available to us. The drama of the coastline has been improved and
we’re proud of what has been achieved. It is new and fresh, the result is
great and I think it will be really well received. It has definitely reached
the level we were striving for.
“One of the big differences is with the routing. With the previous
layout, you would cross the other course and they would weave
through each other a little at times. Now they are more clearly defined.
“The course now starts near the practice range on an existing hole,
has 14 new holes in between and then finishes on three existing holes
back to the clubhouse. This will make the East Course a par-73 course
and the West a par-70.
“They will both be good challenges. Naturally, with any new course, it
takes time to take shape and we’re expecting it to continually improve
throughout the winter months so that golfers will enjoy even better
playing conditions in 2022.”
The re-opening of the new East Course adds to the extensive selection
of exceptional facilities available at Verdura Resort. Home of the
European Tour’s Rocco Forte Sicilian Open, Verdura is nestled in 230
hectares of stunning Mediterranean landscape on Sicily’s southern
coast. The courses and facilities combined have established Verdura as
one of the world’s elite golf and lifestyle destinations.
For more details https://www.roccofortehotels.com/hotels-andresorts/verdura-resort/

LAS COLINAS CELEBRATES DOUBLE HONOURS
AT 2021 WORLD TRAVEL AWARDS

Las Colinas Golf & Country Club continues to make a name for itself as one of the
continent’s most sought-after golf and real estate destinations after winning two of
the top honours at the 2021 World Travel Awards.
he acclaimed venue in Spain’s Mediterranean Coast beat off
competition from an array of the continent’s premier resorts to
claim the top award in the ‘Europe’s Leading Resort Villas’
category while it was voted as ‘Spain’s Leading Villa Resort’ after
being shortlisted for the sixth year in a row.
Las Colinas Golf & Country Club’s latest success at the World Travel
Awards highlights their goal to offer the best service and amenities,
so every guest can enjoy a unique luxury experience.
As the Resort is celebrating its 10th anniversary, in 2021, Las Colinas has
unveiled multiple new and improved five-star facilities this year, with the
impressive additions including two new restaurants, an upgraded luxury beach
club and an enhanced golf course, with an emphasis on sustainability.
Francisco Moreno, real estate manager, said: "2021 is proving to be
a remarkable year for Las Colinas. We are celebrating our 10th anniversary
and it is a great achievement to win these two prestigious awards
again. Thank you to all the team at Las Colinas for their ongoing
dedication and to all our clients and homeowners for their ongoing
support. This award would not have been possible without them.”
The World Travel Awards are renowned as the most prestigious and
comprehensive in the global industry, with votes being cast by travel
industry professionals and the public to reward the world’s top travel,
tourism and hospitality brands.
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Chris Frost, vice president for the World Travel Awards, said: “Las
Colinas Golf & Country Club’s renovations have been impressive, to
say the least. The two new dining experiences and WOW Beach Club
have really pushed the destination to the top of our list for this year’s
World Travel Awards, and we have had the privilege of making them
the winner of two awards this year.”
Las Colinas Golf & Country Club is regarded as one of Europe’s
premier golf and real estate resorts where private homes and the 18hole championship golf course blend harmoniously into natural
surroundings, between rolling hills and the glittering Mediterranean
Sea.
Guests can enjoy an array of comprehensive leisure facilities
including the recently renovated WOW Beach Club, a gym, Padel
academy, racquet club and tennis. Plus, three restaurant amenities
including the stylish Italian restaurant il Palco, Nikkei cuisine at
umawa and an international menu at unik, made with fresh
Mediterranean produce.
Enjoying more than 300 days’ sunshine a year and just a 50-minute
drive from Alicante, Las Colinas Golf & Country Club is surrounded
by a natural park of up to 10,000 hectares, only six kilometres away
from the coast.
For more details www.lascolinasgolf.es

