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GUINNESS STOREHOUSE
GUINNESS STOREHOUSE
Located at St. James’s Gate in the heart of Dublin’s Liberties quarter. The
Guinness Storehouse, Ireland’s number 1 visitor attraction, gives Guinness
lovers the chance to experience the history, heart, and soul of Ireland’s
most iconic beer.
Housed in an old fermentation plant, the seven-storey visitor experience
brings to life the rich heritage of Guinness, telling the story from its origins
at St. James’s Gate in Dublin to its growth as a global brand, known all
around the world.
A visit to the Home of Guinness includes a behind-the-scenes look at the
craft of brewing a perfect pint of the Black Stuff, a cinema room dedicated
to vintage Guinness advertising, and the chance to enjoy a pint in the
Gravity Bar while enjoying Dublin’s best view.
Visitors will reach the pinnacle for an experience like no other, the
guaranteed “wow” moment of that creamy pint of Guinness enjoyed in our
iconic Gravity Bar. Expect to enjoy an unparalleled adventure as you take
that first sip of your cold, smooth Guinness draught, relish seeing the
smiling faces of friends and loved ones, and drink in some of the most
spectacular views that Dublin City has to offer, from the highest bar in the
city, 46 meters above.
Tickets for a ‘Self-Guided – Gravity Bar’ experience start from €22.
Book your tickets online in advance at www.guinness-storehouse.com
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Today’s Dublin is a swirling mixture of energy, culture
and excitement. Originally a small Viking settlement (its
name comes from ‘Dubh Linn’, meaning dark pool) and
then, for many years, a British stronghold, Dublin has
once more undergone a complete metamorphosis and
is now one of Europe’s hottest capitals.
A quick look around will confirm how this once insular,
monocultural city has transformed itself into a fantastic
destination for tourists, students, writers and musicians.
Immigration has brought people from every destination
imaginable to live and work in Dublin, giving the city a
decidedly cosmopolitan air. Thousands more flood the
capital at weekends for literary festivals, sporting events,
bridal and grooms parties, or simply to experience the
1,000 or so pubs sprinkled liberally throughout the city
(as the bridal and grooms parties do!).
Dublin is synonymous with pubs and for many tourists
the first item on the ‘to-do’ list is to order a pint of
Guinness. That particular beverage is found in almost
every one of the glut of pubs dotted around the capital,
but whether the establishment is as traditional as the
drink is another question! Of course, the old–style

It’s not just the pubs that have changed. Dublin’s (and Ireland’s) traditional
image as a parochial, insular place has undergone a reappraisal in recent
years. You’re more likely to be served balti than bacon, and with the
likes of Chanel, Hermès, Louis Vuitton and Jimmy Choo opening their doors
to the fashion–conscious of Dublin, it seems the city has decidedly
entered into the international cosmopolitan arena.
And yet, for all this, there is clearly much more to Dublin than trendy
bars and designer labels. Here is a city with a history and legacy that
goes back over a thousand years, a history which has been as tumultuous
and tragic as it has been heroic and triumphant. Then there are the
city’s people. Whether it exists in poverty or prosperity, Dublin’s greatest
asset has always been its inhabitants. Possessed of a wit and charm
that is uniquely Irish, Dubliners are the beating heart of this vibrant, fast–
paced city.
And it was these very inhabitants which James Joyce would immortalise in
his masterpiece Ulysses, an epic charting a day in the life of Dubliner
Leopold Bloom. This odyssey through the streets of Dublin, recounted
entirely from memory, chronicles not only the make–up of a city but
the mentality of a nation. It is this undeniable literary heritage which
still defines much of Dublin’s spirit and identity today.
One cannot wander through Dublin without taking into account its
awesome literary past. This is the birthplace of the famously caustic
playwright Oscar Wilde and of Nobel Prize winner Samuel Beckett. Jonathan
Swift, the celebrated satirist who wrote Gulliver’s Travels and whose
statue stands outside Trinity College, was also a native of Dublin
and the Sligo–born poet WB Yeats lived at 82 Merrion Square for a time.
The list, like much of the banter in Dublin’s pubs, is endless.
A mention of Merrion Square brings us neatly onto another topic close
to many a Dubliner’s heart: its monuments and also architecture. One
of Dublin’s largest and most ornate squares, the architecture of Merrion
Square is typical of the Georgian style seen in many of Dublin’s buildings.
Regarding monuments, whether it’s the Molly Malone Statue ‘The Tart
with the Cart’ or the Millennium Spire on O’Connell Street ‘The Stiletto in
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porter houses still exist, but many are giving way to hip new joints
designed with Scandinavian minimalism or Manhattan chic in mind.
Arthur Guinness would turn in his grave!
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the Ghetto’, Dublin’s sculptures have always been a keen
source of conversation and, at times, consternation!
There has been an extremely successful campaign to renew
eighteenth–century Georgian Dublin. A ‘Golden Age’ in the
city’s past, this period saw Dublin become one of Europe’s
most prepossessing capitals, graced with magnificent squares,
elegant public buildings and long, wide streets. The Georgian
aesthetic helped develop the beautiful Fitzwilliam and
Merrion squares, as well as the James Gandon masterpiece,
The Custom House, and imbued Dublin with much of the
character it retains today. Added to this has been the city’s
commitment to urban renewal, visible in previously neglected
areas such as the fashionable Temple Bar.
Dublin retains an edginess that makes the city such a
fascinating contradiction. Nowhere is this more apparent than
in Dublin’s music scene. From fresh–faced buskers on Grafton
Street to the traditional melodies that emanate from many of the
pubs around the city, Dublin lives for music. If you want to listen
to something a little more contemporary, venues such as the
Olympia and Vicar Street offer good home–grown talent as well
as exciting international artists.
Dublin, the ‘dark pool’, has something for everyone. Don’t
be fooled by the frothiness it has acquired in recent years.
Dublin is too unique and multi–faceted to be reduced to a
single stereotype and that, of course, is its ever–lasting charm.
Trinity College
One of Ireland’s
most renowned
universities
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TRAVEL TIPS & INFORMATION
Currency and Banking
The currency in Ireland is the Euro (€), which comes
in notes of €500, €100, €50, €20, €10 and €5 and
in coins of €1 and €2. Smaller denominations include
the 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 cent coins. Banks are open
between 10am and 4pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Fridays, and stay open until 5pm on Thursdays. Some
branches do not open until 10.30am on Wednesdays
for staff training. Bureau de Change outlets tend to
stay open later.
Transport
With a population of over 1 million, Dublin isn’t a large city
by world standards, but it is an extensive, low–rise one.
The centre is compact and easily explored, but it’s worth
venturing further afield. To get around, you can travel by
DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transit – the suburban rail line),
by tram (Luas), bus or by car.

In Dublin, the electric rail system called the DART
(Dublin Area Rapid Transit) is a quick and easy way
to get around Dublin. It runs along the coast of the
Irish Sea from Malahide or Howth in north County
Dublin southwards as far as Greystones, Co Wicklow.
There is a range of DART tickets and fares, including
the TFI Leap Card that offer customers great value.
The Arrow suburban railway network serves stations out
to Dundalk, Arklow, Maynooth and Mullingar (all from
Connolly station) and Kildare (from Heuston station). The
Route 90 bus connects Connolly, Heuston and Tara Street
stations.
Most buses run between 7am and 11.30pm and service
all parts of the city. The Nitelink is a limited night
service. You’ll find information on this, and other bus
routes, schedules and tours at the Dublin Bus Office in
O’Connell Street and on their website. If you don’t pay
the exact fare, you’ll be given your change in the form of
a receipt, which can only be redeemed at the Dublin Bus
office. For this reason, it is often better to buy prepaid
tickets at a newsagent.
Luas, Dublin’s Tram System is a frequent, reliable and fast
public transport option. There are two tram lines. The Red
Line runs from Tallaght to The Point and from Saggart
to Connolly. The Green Line runs from Brides Glen to
Broombridge. Trams operate from early morning to late
evening with trams as frequent as every 4 minutes at
peak and roughly 10 minutes frequency off peak. Tickets
are available from vending machines at each stop. See
www.luas.ie for more information.

TRAVEL TIPS & INFORMATION
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Pearse Station

Aircoach provides high frequency, quality scheduled
coach services between Dublin Airport and the city.
They operate a number of routes which serve Dublin’s
top hotels and places of business. The service is ideally
suited to tourists, commuters and the general public
looking for a high-quality, reliable, clean and efficient
service. There are also non-stop express services connecting
Dublin Airport with both Cork and Belfast.
Car Rentals
If you’re looking to rent a car, check out Hertz. You can
pick up your hire car at the Hertz Desk in the Arrivals
Hall at Dublin Airport or the Hertz Car Hire Office on
South Circular Road. With Ireland’s largest rental fleet,
ranging from small city vehicles to larger family sized
people carriers and a wide variety of automatic vehicles,
Hertz has the car to meet your requirements.
Tours
Due to competition among operators, walking and bus
tours in Dublin and also the surrounding region are very
inexpensive and becoming ever more imaginative. The
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number of ‘themed’ walking tours available in the city
centre is phenomenal and they are a good way of getting
your bearings.
Try the award–winning hop on hop off Dublin City Sightseeing
Tour. The two day ticket comes with 28 stops, 2 routes
and exclusive offers. Kids go free.
Dublin Bus runs open–top double-decker tours around the
city throughout the year. Their Coast and Castle tours take
you to the popular locations on the outskirts of the city,
such as Malahide Castle and Howth. Check out the website
located at www.dublinbus.ie for more details on tours.
Bus Éireann also provides day tours as well as a bus service
that links Dublin city centre with cities and towns all around
Ireland. Buses leave Dublin City Centre from Bus Áras,
near The Custom House.
Irish Day Tours offer quality and affordable day tours
of Ireland for individuals and groups alike. They travel to
some of the most popular destinations in Ireland, leaving
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Bridges over
the Liffey

every day from Dublin. They are one of the most flexible
companies in the country with understanding and experienced
guides who can cater for all your needs. Tours include: Cliffs
Of Moher, Giant’s Causeway, Belfast, Connemara, Cork & Blarney
Castle, Celtic Boyne Valley Tour and The Gravedigger Ghost
Tour.
For a hiking adventure, Hilltoptreks provide a variety of
guided walking tours throughout Ireland. Try the day tour
from Dublin to Wicklow, Glendalough and enjoy hill
walking or horse riding amidst stunning scenery in a
tranquil location. They also offer novel walks such as Full
Moon Walks and Photography Walks.
Paddywagon Tours offer some exciting day tours from
Dublin including Giant’s Causeway, Blarney, and the Cliffs
of Moher, where you will take in the sheer beauty of the
majestic 700 foot cliffs. Or perhaps a half day tour to
Glendalough, Wicklow is what you’re after. Experience the
stunning landscape of the Wicklow Mountains and St
Kevin's monastic city at Glendalough.
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DART
DART DUBLIN’S GREEN ARTERY
Where would Dublin be without the DART? Over 600 million
journeys have been made in just over 35 years as the DART
– green in operation and in colour.
The service moves workers, students, families, visitors and
more on weekdays from 06.00hrs to midnight approximately,
and is a fast and frequent means of travelling to and through
Dublin city centre – building to a frequency of every 10 minutes
through the heart of the day.
DART also provides a comprehensive weekend schedule,
from 06.30 to midnight on Saturdays, and 09.00 to midnight
on Sundays and public holidays.
Over 20 million people annually (2019 figures) travel on the
service each year, on the DART fleet which comprises 144
carriages. Powered by electricity, it is the most sustainable
public transport mode in the country, with a capacity of up
to 1,400 people, and is an accessible mode of transport for
all, in train and station design.
The DART isn’t just an urban rail service. It’s an artery connecting
Ireland’s capital city to coastal villages, cliff walks and characters
of Dublin life.
It provides a sustainable showcase for the environment and
biodiversity of Dublin Bay.
Starting at the north end of its route, Howth and Malahide
are two of Ireland’s most attractive seaside villages.
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Portmarnock and Sutton’s Velvet Strand and Burrow Beach are
respectively summer seaside playgrounds. Kilbarrack Station
now hosts a mural marking its transformation in the books of
Roddy Doyle to Barrytown, the fictional location for his trilogy.
Weekend markets and year-round sports and family activity
are hosted at St Anne’s Park, accessible from each of Raheny
and Harmonstown Station, and Clontarf Road brings visitors
back in time over a millennium where Brian Boru, High King
of Ireland, led his army to victory at the Battle of Clontarf.
Dublin is one of Europe’s most enjoyable town centres, with
attractions such as Trinity College, St Stephen’s Green, and a
plethora of arts venues, museums, nightlife and more are
within walking distance of the three city centre stations of
Connolly, Tara Street and Pearse.
A new Dublin bursting with high-tech business and modernity
comes to life at Grand Canal Dock, and one of sport’s most
celebrated cathedrals is at Lansdowne Road.
The beauty of Dublin Bay reveals itself from Sandymount
onwards, and Blackrock and Dun Laoghaire have plenty to
offer those looking to dine, with the latter’s pier a must-visit
for sea views, and ice-cream treats.
Sandycove is a pilgrimage for any devotee of James Joyce,
as well as home to the sea-swimming mecca that is the
Forty Foot.
See Ireland’s own “Bay of Naples” beyond Dalkey and through
Killiney, and the fun of the fair and beautiful seaside
promenade awaits at Bray, before the stunning end to the
DART’s route, along the cliffs of Bray Head, to Greystones
with its coastal and culinary attractions.

DART

Malahide Castle and Grounds is less than five minutes walk
from the station platform. Howth is a working fishing port,
and the East Pier and Cliff Walk are where many Dubliners
and visitors come to exercise, and both destinations are
famed for their restaurants.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND (NMI)
As Ireland’s premier cultural institution, the National Museum of Ireland
houses a vast array of collections, including objects of Irish material
heritage, scientific specimen from the natural world, as well as ancient
artefacts from all over the globe.
Within the NMI – Decorative Arts & History, discover examples of silver,
ceramics, glassware, weaponry, furniture, clothing, jewellery, coins and
medals. Get more information about the life of a soldier in World War
I or learn something about Eileen Gray, a modern self-taught architect
and designer.
The NMI – Archaeology collection includes some of Ireland’s most
prized archaeological objects such as the Tara Brooch and the Ardagh
Chalice. However, many other different treasures lie within the depths
of this 19th century building.
The NMI – Natural History (known as the “Dead Zoo”) is an ecological
haven in the heart of Dublin City. It houses a wide-ranging and
comprehensive zoological collection of more than 10,000 exhibits.
(This location is undergoing extensive renovation during 2021/2022,
so we recommend you visit our website to confirm our opening times,
as they may vary).
The NMI – Country Life in Turlough Park (Co. Mayo) charts the day-today lives of Irish rural ancestors from the 1850s to the 1950s. Explore
topics such as traditional crafts and skills, life in the home, farming
and fishing, life in the community, festivals and customs. Visit Turlough
Park House, a neo Victorian Gothic mansion and the ancestral home of
the Fitzgerald family. The house offers a fascinating insight into how
the gentry lived in 19th century Ireland.

28

LISTINGS

TRAVEL TIPS & INFORMATION – Listings

IARNRÓD ÉIREANN
Connolly Station,
Dublin 1
Tel: 0818 366 222
Email: info@irishrail.ie
Web: www.irishrail.ie

DART is one of the quickest ways to get
you around Dublin. Linking Dublin city
via the scenic route of Dublin Bay, there
are many interesting places along with
historic towns and villages to picturesque
harbours to enjoy along the way.

HERTZ – DUBLIN
151 South Circular Road
Dublin 8,
D08 RY7W
Tel: 01 709 3060
Email: Res@hertz.ie
Web: www.hertz.ie

Hertz, we are here to get you there.
Contact us for all your rental requirements.
Covering the Island of Ireland with the
ability to rent and return in different
locations Hertz is the #1 car rental
company in Ireland.

IRISH DAY TOURS
College Green Tourist Office,
37 College Green,
Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 907 3265
Email: info@irishdaytours.ie
Web: www.irishdaytours.ie

Irish Day Tours offer eight day tours
departing from Dublin 364 days of the
year. Our day tours include; Cliffs Of
Moher – Giant’s Causeway – Blarney
Castle & Cork – Titanic Belfast – Wild
Connemara – Celtic Boyne Valley –
Wicklow & Glendalough.

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS.
ADVERTISE
IN THE NEXT EDITION
OF PREMIER GUIDES
EMAIL: info@selectmedialtd.com
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If Ireland’s cultural and historical past eludes you and
it’s shopping you’re after, you might want to start off
on the pedestrianised, red brick thoroughfare of Grafton
Street. As one of Dublin’s busiest and most lucrative
shopping areas, its paving is lined with prestigious and
long–standing businesses.

As you travel toward College Green, secure behind high
stone walls, is Trinity College Dublin (TCD), which occupies
forty acres of the city centre and is the city’s most famous
tourist attraction.
Traditionally, Trinity was a Protestant university (founded by
Queen Elizabeth I in 1592) and was then regarded by hidebound
Catholics as a nest of dangerous ideas. As late as the 1960’s,
Catholics could not attend the college without a special
The Long Room,
Trinity College dispensation and many tended to continue their education
at University College Dublin (UCD).
The college is built around a series
of cobbled quadrangles. Its best–known
landmark is the thirty–metre Campanile,
which houses the university’s bells
and is surrounded by venerable
maple trees in Library Square. The
Old Library building holds Ireland’s
greatest treasure, the Book of Kells.
This illuminated copy of the Gospels,
written by monks around A.D. 800, is

VISITOR’S GUIDE – South of the Liffey

South of the Liffey
If you’re visiting Dublin for the first time and want to
see as much of the city as possible, it’s advisable to
start your tour south of the River Liffey. It is possible to
take in many of the city’s attractions on foot and do
not be dissuaded by the fast and furious pace of your
fellow pedestrians. The main tourist attractions on the
south side of the river are Trinity College, Temple Bar,
Dublin Castle, The National Museums and Gallery, the
National Concert Hall and the Guinness Storehouse.
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one of the oldest books in the world. A decoratively
illustrated work of art, it is a masterpiece and
testament to the labours of its authors.
The Long Room, one of the oldest libraries in
Ireland, houses a collection of marble busts as
well as Ireland’s earliest known harp, the Brian
Ború harp, which dates back to the fifteenth
century. With its enormous vaulted ceiling, the
Long Room is home to 200,000 of Trinity’s oldest
books and manuscripts. The student libraries in
Trinity – the Berkeley, the Lecky and its newest
Molly Malone statue
extension, the Ussher – house an extensive collection of
books that Trinity, as a copyright library, receives. Bram
Stoker, Jonathan Swift and Oscar Wilde are among the
great Irish writers who graduated from Trinity College.
Samuel Beckett was a former alumnus and later spent a
few miserable years lecturing at the college. He drank in
the local pubs, and the famous episode in his novel More
Pricks than Kicks, when the hero Belacqua vomits over a
policeman’s boot near the gates of Trinity College, may
well be biographical.
Moving opposite Trinity College stands the classical Bank
of Ireland, which was constructed in 1729 as the seat of
the Irish Parliament. The former House of Commons has
been absorbed into the bank, while the oak–lined House
of Lords has remained intact. Its centrepiece is an 18th
century chandelier made from 1,223 pieces of glass.
Erected in the early thirteenth century on the site of a Viking
settlement, Dublin Castle served for centuries as the
headquarters of English, and later British, administration
in Ireland. In 1922, following Ireland’s independence, Dublin
Castle was handed over to the new Irish government.
It is now a major government complex and a key tourist
attraction. Opt for a guided or self-guided tour.
Visit the Irish Whiskey Museum located across from the
main entrance of Trinity College in the heart of the city and
learn all about the history of whiskey. Enjoy an interactive
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tour with an entertaining guide and
don’t leave without trying the generous
whiskey tasting led by one of the
museum’s master tasters. Take your
rest afterwards in the contemporary
cafe bar with views of Trinity College.
City Hall on Dame Street is an outstanding example of the Georgian
architecture for which Dublin is world–
renowned. Audioguides and leaflets
are available in different languages
Temple Bar
e.g. English, Irish, German, Spanish, Italian and French. The
building is fully wheelchair accessible. The vaults now host
the multi–media exhibition, ‘Dublin’s City Hall: The Story of
the Capital’. This exhibition traces the evolution of
Ireland’s capital city, from before the Anglo–Norman
invasion of 1170 to the present day.
Behind the Bank of Ireland lies Temple Bar. Officially
described as ‘Dublin’s Cultural Quarter’, Temple Bar is
bordered by Westmoreland Street, Dame Street, the
Quays and Parliament Street. Check out the innovative
modern architecture around Meeting House Square,
which also hosts an outdoor food market on Saturday
mornings and afternoons.
Marked by dereliction and rejuvenation, Temple Bar was
revitalised in the 1990’s; now it is the artsy, suave and
expensive end of the city. Its cobbled enclaves are
home to a host of trendy restaurants and pubs, eclectic
galleries and shops. If Temple Bar is the heart of
Dublin, it also connects spectacular and historically
distinct areas: Grafton Street and Trinity College with
Christ Church Cathedral and Dublin Castle.
For the museum goer looking for something different,
venture inside National Wax Museum Plus where you
will meet all manner of figures from historical people to
cartoon characters. Experience Irish history and mythology
in the Time Vaults. If you’re brave enough, descend into
the basement to find the Chambers of Horror that houses
Dracula and Hannibal Lector.
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RHA Gallery I,
Photography
Donal Murphy

In the heart of Dublin city, only five minutes from Trinity
College Dublin, you will find the Irish Rock ‘N’ Roll Museum
Experience. Listen to the story of Irish music and take a
tour of a working music venue and recording facilities.
Walk in the footsteps of your Irish rock ‘n’ roll heroes
and enjoy the displays of memorabilia. Dress up if you
fancy it and have a go on the instruments for yourself.
The RHA Gallery (Royal Hibernian Academy), located
just a 2 minute walk from St. Stephens Green, is one of
Dublin’s leading public art galleries. Open 7 days a
week with free admission, the RHA gallery shows an
innovative mix of Irish and International contemporary
art. With an exhibition and education programme
dedicated to developing, affirming and challenging the
public’s appreciation of traditional and innovative
approaches to the visual arts, see www.rhagallery.ie to
find out about their current exhibitions.
Viking Dublin extended over the area now bounded by
Dublin Castle and Christ Church. Dublin was an
important enough stronghold to merit mention in the
Viking sagas. A portion of a Viking fortress is on view
in the undercroft of Dublin Castle, which is situated on
Dame Street in the heart of historic Dublin. The city
gets its name from ‘Dubh Linn’ (black pool), an area
thought to be roughly where the Castle Garden is
today. The south range of the Castle complex houses
the State Apartments, which were once the residential
quarters of the Vice Regal Court.
Dublinia is located at the crossroads of the medieval
city at Christchurch, where modern and old Dublin
meet. Dublinia is history brought to life in an exciting
way for all to engage, learn and share. With four

Another Viking must–see attraction are the Viking Splash Tours, which
take you on a fun tour of Viking Dublin by land and water by
travelling on board the vintage, amphibious, military World War II
vehicles called “Ducks”. Tours depart from Stephens Green North close
to Grafton Street and are suitable for the whole family.
One of the highlights of a trip to Dublin Castle is the Chester Beatty.
Sir Alfred Chester Beatty was an American mining magnate and a discerning
and idiosyncratic collector of the religious treasures he encountered
during his sixty years of travelling in Europe and the Far East. The
collection is now commanding the attention it deserves, having been
moved from a suburban house in Ballsbridge to the Clock Tower
building at Dublin Castle in 1999.
Christ Church Cathedral predates Dublin Castle by a century, making it
Dublin’s oldest building. The original cathedral was built by the Viking
king Sitric Silkenbeard. In 1169, the Norman Earl of Pembroke, Richard
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exciting exhibitions, you can visit Viking and Medieval Dublin, see
Archaeology as a History Hunter and climb the medieval St Michael’s
Tower. At Dublinia, see Dublin from a new perspective and come away
knowing more about its citizens throughout the ages!
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de Clare (Strongbow), ordered the present building to
be built after his conquest of the city. He was not to
live to see its completion. After many restorations the
cathedral is a hybrid of architectural styles.
To the south of Christ Church Cathedral lies Saint Patrick’s
Cathedral. Founded in 1191, it is probably best–known for
its association with the writer and satirist Jonathan Swift
who was Dean there from 1713 to 1745. The combined choirs
of St Patrick’s and Christ Church first performed Handel’s
Messiah nearby in 1742. Built in honour of Ireland’s patron
saint, Saint Patrick’s Cathedral stands adjacent to the
famous well where tradition has it Saint Patrick baptized
converts on his visit to Dublin. The Cathedral is open to
everyone as an architectural and historical site.
To appreciate more of Ireland’s past, the National
Museum of Ireland - Archaeology can be found on
Kildare Street. It is home to an extraordinary range of
priceless and iconic treasures, including the Ardagh
Chalice, the Tara Brooch and the famous Derrynaflan
Hoard. From Prehistoric Ireland to Ancient Egypt,
visitors can see important archaeological artefacts
dating from 7000 BC up to the 20th century, – a
definite must–see. Admission is free.
The National Gallery of Ireland was founded by an Act
of Parliament in 1854 and opened to the public in
1864. Today it houses over 16,000 works comprising
the national collection of Irish and European fine art.
National Gallery
of Ireland Highlights of the Irish collection include works by James
Barry, Nathaniel Hone I, Hugh Douglas
Hamilton, Thomas Roberts, William Orpen, John
Lavery, Roderic O’Conor, Paul Henry, Mainie
Jellett, Louis le Brocquy and Gerard Dillon.
Also on Merrion Street is the National Museum
of Ireland’s Natural History Museum. This oldest
part of the museum, which has been open for
more than 150 years, houses a fine collection
of both native and foreign fauna. Currently closed
you can take a virtual tour of the Museum here-
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Situated between two national institutes, the
National Library and National Museum, Leinster
House on Kildare Street, has been the seat of
the Oireachtas, or Irish Parliament, since 1925.
Completed in 1748, it was the first great
eighteenth century house to be built south of
the Liffey, and has been claimed as the
prototype for the White House in the United
States. Much of what you see around you in
central Dublin dates back to the prosperous
Georgian era of the eighteenth and late
nineteenth centuries.
St Patrick’s
Cathedral

During the eighteenth century, as the city grew rapidly
in size and population, the medieval walls were swept
away and new broad streets and elegant squares were
built on reclaimed land on either side of the Liffey.
From the 1750’s onwards, great town houses were
erected around Fitzwilliam Square and Merrion Square,
the centre of which was laid out as a public park. In
the restored Newman House on St Stephen’s Green,
which joins two fine Georgian buildings, you’ll see
magnificent eighteenth century interiors and beautiful
plaster decoration.
If it’s culture of the musical variety that takes your
fancy, the National Concert Hall on Earlsfort Terrace, just
off St Stephen’s Green, often holds lunchtime concerts.
Close by at 33 Synge Street, The Shaw Birthplace is a
real gem. This Victorian home mirrors the early life of
the renowned Irish playwright, George Bernard Shaw.
Jam Art Factory is an independent Irish art and design
shop. The gallery and shop can be found on Patrick
Street with a second shop in Crown Alley, Temple Bar. It
showcases the best in Irish art and design including
ceramics, textiles, jewellery, street art, prints and much
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St Stephen’s Green is Ireland’s best–known Victorian city park. It covers nine
hectares of the city centre and is at its best in the summer when the
tree–lined walks, flowerbeds and ornamental lakes provide colourful
relief from the hustle and bustle of the streets. The park is littered with
statues that commemorate some of Ireland’s literary and political heroes,
like Robert Emmet, James Joyce, Countess Markiewitz and W.B. Yeats.
Once a common ground for grazing animals, St Stephen’s Green was
transformed into a park in 1887, with the helpful funding of Sir Arthur
Edward Guinness, later to be known as Lord Ardilaun. A statue dedicated
to the latter stands with its head directed toward St James’s Gate, where
he was the proprietor of the family business, the Guinness brewery.
No self–appraising tourist could come to Dublin without stopping off
at the Guinness Storehouse. Chances are you’ll smell the place before
you see it as the prevailing westerly winds carry the tang of roasting barley
across the city. Located at the heart of the St. James’s Gate brewery,
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more. Jam Art Factory ships prints all over the world. Drop in to the
shops or browse their art online.
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Guinness Storehouse is Ireland’s No.1 International
visitor attraction.
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From the Guinness Storehouse on Thomas Street to
Inchicore to Military Road you can take in the finest
sights to be seen south of the Liffey.
Forbidding Kilmainham Gaol on Inchicore Road is the
largest unoccupied prison in the British Isles and was
a place of punishment and execution for criminals and
Nationalists between 1796 and 1924 when it closed.
It’s certainly recommended to anyone with an interest
in Irish history.
IMMA, the Irish Museum of Modern Art, is a dynamic Modern
Art Museum housed in the magnificent 17th century Royal
Hospital Kilmainham. IMMA hosts the National Collection of
Modern and Contemporary Art and presents ground-breaking
exhibitions by Irish and international artists. Beyond the gallery
space, you can explore their extensive 48 acre site which
includes an impressive cobblestone courtyard and stunning
formal gardens. A visit to IMMA can include time to discover
and reflect in the galleries, explore the gardens and relax in
the café.
The War Memorial Gardens in Islandbridge are dedicated to
the memory of 49,400 Irish soldiers who died in the
1914-1918 war. The names of all the soldiers are contained
in the beautifully illustrated Harry Clarke manuscripts
in the granite book rooms in the gardens. Take a
break from the busy city pace in this peaceful setting.
St Audoen's Church is sited in the heart of the walled
medieval city. It is the only remaining medieval parish
church in Dublin. It is dedicated to St Ouen the 7th
century bishop of Rouen and patron saint of Normandy.
For those with a keen interest in the 1916 Rising, take a
trip to the restored Richmond Barracks. Over 3,000 rebels,
men and women of the Easter Rising, were held and sorted
in the barracks buildings. Many of the architects of the new
Irish state were held in the barracks including Michael Collins,
Eamon De Valera, Arthur Griffith and William T. Cosgrave.

The Four Courts

North of the Liffey
The Liffey is a useful reference point when trying to find
your bearings in Dublin. If you’re in a walking mood,
follow the north quays of the Liffey from town, past the
Four Courts and Smithfield right up to the entrance of
the Phoenix Park on Parkgate Street. Alternatively, take
the number 90 bus from Aston Quay to Heuston Station;
these attractions are on the other side of the river.
The National Museum of Ireland - Decorative Arts & History
at Collin’s Barracks is located along this walking route. It
is our country’s premier cultural institution and home to
the greatest collections of Irish material heritage, culture
and natural history in the world. With a frequently changing
programme of exhibitions, as well as fabulous exhibitions
of coins, furniture, costume and clothing, it is a great way
to break up the walk to the Park.
The Park extends over 1,750 acres and it feels at times as
if you’re in open countryside. Deer, introduced during colonial
times, roam freely. In case you and yours get separated,
arrange to rendezvous at the Papal Cross, which was
erected in 1979 for the visit of Pope John Paul II to Ireland.
Áras an Uachtaráin is the residency of Ireland’s president
and can be located by the beautiful Phoenix Column. The
house was once the residence of the British Lord Lieutenant.
In an infamous incident, two British officials were stabbed
to death close to this area in 1882, one of the many violent
episodes which led up to the 1916 Rising.
The fully restored Ashtown Castle in Phoenix Park is a medieval
tower house that probably dates from the 17th century.
There is also a restaurant in the grounds of the Visitor
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Centre. A lively and entertaining exhibition on the history
and wildlife of the Park is on display in the Visitor Centre.
Dublin Zoo is one of Ireland’s top visitor attractions and is
located in the Phoenix Park. There’s something for everyone
at this spectacular Zoo. Look out for keeper talks and animal
feeding times. Animals here include giraffes, zebras, Asian
elephants, tigers, hippos, red pandas and orangutans to
name only a few. Dine at the unique Meerkat Restaurant
where you can look out for these inquisitive animals as
you enjoy your meal.
Take a trip through the romantic past of Irish whiskey
making at The Old Jameson Distillery in Smithfield, one of
Dublin’s top visitor attractions. Set in the heart of historic
Dublin, the Old Jameson Distillery dates back to 1780 with
the visitor centre being housed within the original four
walls where John Jameson founded the distillery.
Moving down along the quays of the River Liffey, the influence
of James Gandon, who is one of the greatest architects
associated with the city, becomes apparent. Gandon designed
King’s Inn (1785) on Henrietta Street and the Four Courts
(1802). All of these monuments date back to a period when
Britain had briefly acknowledged the legislative independence
of the Irish parliament. A brass plaque in Drumcondra
Churchyard commemorates James Gandon (1742–1824).
The history of the Four Courts plays itself out in its occupation
by the Nationalist anti–Treaty forces as part of their military
headquarters. The Irish Civil War began when Michael Collins’
pro–Treaty Free State army opened fire on the building on
28th June 1922, quickly reducing it to a blazing husk.
During the attacks, vast amounts of valuable historical
documents and records went up in smoke. The buildings
have been over time painstakingly restored, but the records
of Irish history they once contained are long since gone.
O’Connell Street, the grandest boulevard in the city, had turned
somewhat tatty over the last few decades but has recently

44

VISITOR’S GUIDE – North of the Liffey

undergone rapid restoration. And the most conspicuous
and tallest structure in the city, Ian Ritchie’s stainless steel
Dublin Spire, was erected in the centre of O’Connell Street
in January 2003 as a very belated replacement for Nelson’s
Pillar, which was a beloved Dublin landmark blown up by
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) in 1966. Make what you
will of this soaring steel needle; for some it is flimsy and
alien, for others it is a monument of pure, abstract power.
The Spire is visible from many points outside the city. It
looks best at night when the perforated top section, lit by
small LEDs, casts a ghostly grey–blue satin sheen.
The GPO (General Post Office) is remembered for much
more than just delivering mail throughout the country. It
marks the seminal moment in 20th–century Irish history
when the Nationalist leader, Padraig Pearse, proclaimed
Ireland a Republic on its steps on Easter Monday 1916.
As he spoke, his heavily armed supporters were occupying
and also reinforcing strategic positions around the city.
The British finally dislodged them and forced their surrender
after four days of bloody fighting which left hundreds
dead and injured and much of the city centre in ruins. The
secret executions of the leaders of the rising would later serve
to increase and harden support for separatism in Ireland.
Visit the GPO Witness History exhibition, a unique exhibition
space to celebrate our past, experience the present and
embrace our future. Dublin’s General Post Office is the main
building on O’ Connell Street, impossible to miss. Take a
guided tour and experience the Witness History Interpretive
Exhibition Centre and learn about the importance of the GPO
in the 1916 Rising. Multilingual headsets are also available.
Visit the Central Bank of Ireland Visitor Centre. Access to
the Visitor Centre is free and is a truly fascinating experience
for young people and adults. Visitors are welcome on a
self-guided basis. There is a coffee shop available to
visitors located just beside the Visitor Centre in the main
lobby of the building.
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Farmleigh House

St Michan’s Church & Crypts on the north side of the River
Liffey is also worthy of a visit. Founded in 1095, the present
structure dates from 1685. Enjoy a tour of the vaults below
the church, which contain the mummified remains of some
of Dublin's most influential families. These tours of the
underground of the church are the main draw. Bram Stoker
himself is said to have visited these crypts.
The Ilac Centre opened in 1981 and was the first shopping
centre in Dublin’s city centre. Over the years it has been
upgraded and modernised into the bright and airy shopping
venue it is today with stores all at ground floor level and 20
places to eat. The centre is home to the Central Library
located at first floor level.
The former St. Mary’s Church of Ireland is one of the
earliest examples of a galleried church in Dublin. Built
at the beginning of the 18th century, it boasts many
outstanding features, such as the Renatus Harris built organ
& spectacular stained glass window.
George Frederic Handel’s “Messiah” was first publicly
performed in Dublin in April 1742 on Fishamble Street, and it
is known that he regularly used the organ here to practice.
Also, buried within the grounds are Mary Mercer – Founder
of Mercer’s Hospital and Lord Norbury, The Hanging Judge
who ordered the execution of Robert Emmett in 1803.
Built by Daithi Hanly, The Garden of Remembrance can be
found in the heart of the city and is dedicated to all those
who lost their lives in the cause of Irish freedom. In 2011,
the Queen laid a wreath there. The 1916 Moore Street
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At the heart of Phoenix Park you’ll find
Farmleigh House, developed over several
decades by Edward Cecil Guinness (Lord
Iveagh, 1847-1927). The 78-acre estate is
today owned by the Irish government, and
has hosted Queen Elizabeth II and
Emperor Akihito of Japan among other
visitors. Farmleigh is managed by the
Office of Public Works.
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Monument was designated in 2007. It was on Moore
Street that Irish Volunteers surrendered to British Forces
during the Irish War of Independence.
The Ambassador Theatre is one of the city’s most well–
known venues, hosting many productions over the years
including cinema, concerts and theatre. Another landmark
theatre is The Gate Theatre, which offers high quality
performances in a historic venue.
The Rotunda Hospital was founded in 1745 and moved
to a new location in 1757. It was the first maternity hospital
in Britain and Ireland and included a garden and concert hall.
The Ambassador and Gate Theatres are part of this building.
Moving off O’Connell Street into North Great George’s
Street, you’ll find the James Joyce Cultural Centre. No. 35
is an archive of portraits, photographs, books and tapes
of Joyce. Bloomsday celebrates the great writer and Ulysses
on June 16th every year, and the date had a particular
significance for James Joyce as on that day in 1904 he and
his girlfriend Nora Barnacle enjoyed their first act of intimacy.
Ulysses is set on this one day and charts the thoughts
and reveries of two Dubliners, Leopold Bloom (a Jewish
advertising clerk) and Stephen Daedalus (a young writer
who was bitterly estranged from his father), as they wander
through the city. To say that the novel was unfavourably
received when it was first published in Paris back in 1922
would be an understatement: some critics found the loose
experimental structure was unintelligible while others were
revolted by the references to sex, adultery and bodily functions.
The English–speaking world would take a long time to
embrace the novel. The US customs confiscated copies
and British customs burned the book upon its arrival at
the docks in Folkestone. The Irish authorities blacklisted
it and Ulysses would not go on public sale in Dublin
until the late 1960’s. A few smuggled copies did circulate
clandestinely among Ireland’s writers, three of whom –
Anthony Cronin, Patrick Kavanagh, & Flann O’Brien –
celebrated the first Bloomsday on 16 June 1954 with a

pub–crawl which started at the Martello Tower in Sandycove,
where the first chapter of Ulysses takes place.

The Dublin City Gallery, The Hugh Lane is housed in the
grand eighteenth–century Charlemont House on Parnell
Square and has the largest public collection of 20th century
Irish art, as well as works by contemporary Irish and foreign
artists. Its holdings include Impressionist masterpieces by
Renoir, Degas, Monet and Berth Morisot. A recent acquisition
is the Francis Bacon Studio, which was moved, contents and
all, from the late artist’s home in Reece Mews in London to
the Gallery. A few doors up, also on Parnell Square, is
the Dublin Writers Museum. Housed in a magnificent
18th century mansion, this museum is a celebration of
Ireland’s literary tradition and its many talented writers.
The Custom House, Dublin, is one of the most stunning and
commanding buildings on the river Liffey's quays, which were
once Ireland’s major trade route to the wider world. The
architect James Gandon completed the building, a masterpiece
of European neoclassicism, in 1791. Admire the decorative
detail of Edward Smyth's beautifully executed stonework
carvings on the exterior and the famous carved keystones
depicting the dramatic heads of the 14 river Gods – one for
every major river of Ireland. The Custom House witnessed
not only the development of a great city, but also some of
the most turbulent milestones in its history. The building was
destroyed by fire during the War of Independence in 1921
and later restored to its former splendour.
The stories of the building, burning and restoration of
Dublin’s Custom House are now brought to life in a new
and fascinating exhibition, revealing a rich, many layered
story that spans over 200 years.
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Today the tower is home to The James Joyce Museum
which is devoted to the life and works of the acclaimed
writer. Bloomsday (the centenary of which was celebrated
in 2004 with numerous commemorative events) has
become a renowned Dublin institution, with Joyce fans
flocking to the city from all over the world.
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EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum is the story of the Irish.
The fully interactive museum with state-of-the-art galleries
takes you through the dramatic story of how millions of
Irish people have emigrated to other corners of the world,
spreading their unique culture, talents and heritage all
around the globe. EPIC is located in The CHQ Building in
the heart of Dublin’s docklands.
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The Dublin Docklands Area is the focus of the new
developments in the city. At the west end of the Docklands
stands the highly successful and the impressively designed
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC). In recent
years, The Docklands’ Walking Trail has been launched
and trail maps and information are available from the
Dublin Docklands offices and at Dublin Tourism.
James Joyce
Copper Statue,
North Earl Street

If you really want to get under the skin of the Irish, a visit
to Croke Park is a must. More than just a stadium, it’s the
home of Gaelic games. Here, you’ll find passion and
history pumping around every corner. Go behind-the-scenes
on the Stadium Tour, get breath-taking views of Dublin on
the Ericsson Skyline and discover the story of Gaelic games
at the GAA Museum. The GAA Museum & Tours are the
perfect way to truly immerse yourself in Irish culture.
Visitors to Glasnevin Cemetery Museum can join one of the
famous guided tours, led by an experienced guide, who will
provide valuable insight into this unique Victorian burial
place. Climb all 198 steps of the iconic O’Connell Tower,
comprised of a wrought iron spiral staircase followed by hand
carved wooden steps, six landing platforms, exhibits, and
four windows at the top.
The Casino, located at Marino, Dublin 3 was designed by Sir
William Chambers as a pleasure house for James Caulfield, 1st
Earl of Charlemont and is one of the finest 18th century neo–
classical buildings in Europe. Access is by guided tour only.

LISTINGS
CUSTOM HOUSE VISITOR CENTRE
Custom House Quay, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0
Tel: 00353 (0) 86 6062729
Email: customhousevc@opw.ie
Web: https://heritageireland.ie/placesto-visit/custom-house-visitor-centre/

The stories of the building of the Custom
House in 1791, its burning in 1921 and
restoration are now brought to life in a new
and fascinating exhibition, revealing a rich,
many-layered story that spans over 200
years. Newly opened in 2021.
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has been made for over 1,000 years. Once
the centre of British rule in Ireland, from 1204
to 1922, Dublin Castle is now the setting for
some of the Irish nation’s most important
state ceremonies. Come with us on a journey
through time, from British rule to Irish
Independence and beyond.

DUBLINIA
St Michaels Hill, Christ Church, Dublin 8
Tel: +353(0)1 6794611
Email: info@dublinia.ie
Web: www.dublinia.ie
At Dublinia, in the heart of the old city at
EPIC THE IRISH EMIGRATION MUSEUM
The CHQ Building, Custom House Quay
Dublin 1
Tel: +353 (0)1 906 0861
Email: info@epicchq.com
Web: www.epicchq.com

Christchurch, travel back to Viking and Medieval
times and experience the sights and sounds
of this busy city. Climb a medieval tower, and
see spectacular views. See Dublin from a new
perspective and come away knowing more
about its citizens throughout the ages!
See Ireland from the outside in through the
stories of the people who left and the Irish
culture they brought with them. To truly
understand what it means to be Irish you need
to discover how Ireland has influenced the world.
Voted Europe’s Leading Tourist Attraction 2019.

FARMLEIGH HOUSE & ESTATE
Phoenix Park, Dublin 15, D15 TD50
Tel: +353 (0)1 8155914
Email: farmleighguides@opw.ie
Web: www.farmleigh.ie

A beautiful historic house and former home
of the Guinness family. Farmleigh boasts an
art gallery, rare book collections, and the
official Irish State guest house. Farmleigh
Estate is open seven days a week with walled
and sunken gardens and scenic lakeside walks.
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DUBLIN CASTLE
Dame Street, Dublin 2
Tel: +353(0)1 6458813
Email: dublincastle@opw.ie
Web: www.dublincastle.ie
Dublin Castle is a place where Irish history
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GUINNESS STOREHOUSE
St. James’s Gate, Dublin 8.
Tel: +353 1 408 4800
Email: info@guinnessstorehouse.com
Web: www.guinness-storehouse.com
Located at St. James’s Gate in the
IMAGINOSITY, DUBLIN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
The Plaza, Beacon South Quarter
Sandyford, Dublin 18
Tel: 01-2176130/33
Email: info@imaginosity.ie
Web: www.imaginosity.ie
Imaginosity, Dublin Children’s Museum is

heart of Dublin’s Liberties quarter. The
Guinness Storehouse, Ireland’s number 1
visitor attraction, gives Guinness lovers
the chance to experience the history,
heart, and soul of Ireland’s most iconic
beer. Book your tickets online now.
the only dedicated interactive children’s
museum in the country. Imaginosity’s three
floors and 18 educational interactive exhibits
(from the supermarket, doctors surgery, and
theatre to the construction zone, climber,
garage and television station) are each designed
to inspire life long learning through play.

IMMA – IRISH MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Royal Hospital Kilmainham
Military Road, Dublin 8, D08 FW31, Ireland
Tel: +353-1-612 9900
Email: info@imma.ie
Web: www.imma.ie
IMMA is a dynamic Modern Art Museum
JAM ART FACTORY
Address 1 - 64 Patrick Street, Dublin 8
Address 2 - 14 Crown Alley, Temple Bar, Dublin 2
Tel - 016165671
Email - jamartfactory@gmail.com
Web - JamArtFactory.com and
JamArtPrints.com
Jam Art Factory is an independent gallery
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND:
· Archaeology, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
· Natural History, Merrion Street, Dublin 2
· Decorative Arts & History, Benburb Street, Dublin 7
· Country Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Phone: +353 (0)1 6777444.
Email: marketing@museum.ie.
Web: www.museum.ie
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook & Instagram.

housed in the magnificent 17th century
Royal Hospital Kilmainham. IMMA hosts
the National Collection of Modern and
Contemporary Art and presents groundbreaking exhibitions. Visit our galleries,
discover our stunning formal gardens,
explore our shop and relax in our café.
and design shop on Patrick Street and on
Crown Alley, Temple Bar, Dublin. Set up by
brothers Mark and John in 2011, it showcases
the best in Irish art and design including
ceramics, textiles, jewellery, street art, prints
and more! By working with up and coming
artists, designers and students the shop is
kept fresh and exciting!
Opening hours: Tuesday – Saturday
10.00am – 5.00pm, Sunday – Monday
1.00pm –5.00pm, Closed Christmas Day,
St. Stephen's Day & Good Friday.
Admission Free.
Each of the four sites of the National Museum
of Ireland focuses on a particular area of
culture and science. You can see fine examples
of national and international archaeology, Irish
history, Irish art, culture and natural history.

RATHFARNHAM CASTLE
Rathfarnham
Dublin 14, D14 K3T6
Tel: 00353 (1) 4939462
Email: rathfarnhamcastle@opw.ie
Web: www.rathfarnhamcastle.ie

Rathfarnham Castle dates back to the
Elizabethan period. It was built for Adam
Loftus, a Yorkshire clergyman and politician.
In the late eighteenth century, the house was
remodelled on a splendid scale employing
some of the finest architects of the day.

SAINT PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
Saint Patrick’s Close, Dublin 8
Tel: 353 1 453 9472
Email: info@stpatrickscathedral.ie
Web: www.stpatrickscathedral.ie

Built in honour of Ireland’s patron saint, Saint
Patrick’s Cathedral stands adjacent to the well
where Saint Patrick baptised converts on his
visit to Dublin. Holding sung services twice
daily Sunday through Friday, the Cathedral
also serves as a popular visitor attraction.
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DUBLIN SUBURBS

South County Dublin
The Southside has a great deal of attractions. Blackrock (on
the DART line) offers excellent shopping and bargain prices
at its weekend market, and also swanky boutiques and lively
pubs. Dun Laoghaire (also on the DART line) is a seaside
suburb and the ferry gateway to the UK. One of its main
features is its expansive harbour, marked by its East and
West piers, each of which is punctuated with lighthouses.
Dun Laoghaire also has a range of glass–fronted restaurants
offering excellent views over the pier and out to sea.
Within walking distance of Dun Laoghaire is Sandycove,
famous for its circular Martello Towers, which were part of a
coastal defence system created by the British during the
Napoleonic Wars. The tower at Sandycove was the residence
of Oliver St John Gogarty in 1904, and it was here he invited
his young friend James Joyce to stay with him.

Little has changed since 1904; the gun platform, with its views
over Dublin Bay and the living room inside the tower are much
as they were in Joyce’s day. Some of his letters and possessions
are on display here, alongside rare and first editions of some
of his works. Silvia Beach, the first publisher of Ulysses,
opened the Joyce Museum in 1962. The Edwardian main
street of the adjoining village of Glasthule is an interesting
mix of trendy cafés and pubs and shops selling designer
labels, antiques, fine foods and much more.
The nearby Forty Foot was once a popular spot for male-only
nude bathing. Today, skinny–dipping is now discouraged and
some brave women can also be seen taking the icy plunge
into the Irish Sea.
Further down the south coast, and only thirty minutes from
the city centre by DART, Dalkey is an affluent residential area
and a popular location for weekend excursions. You can
work up an appetite for a visit to one of the many restaurants
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Ireland’s ever growing population and Dublin’s magnetic
appeal has meant that the capital has developed into a
sprawling metropolis, rivalling Europe’s major cities.
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Killiney,
County
Dublin
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in the quaint village with a stroll down Coliemore Road to
Bullock Harbour where you can take a boat out over Joyce’s
‘snot–green sea’ to Lambay Island.
A walk up to the obelisk on top of Killiney Hill is a great
way to work off any over-indulgence in Dalkey Village and
the views are well worth the effort!
Airfield Farm & Gardens in Dundrum is Dublin’s only 38 acre
working farm that is open to the public. It is a charitable
organisation established by the Overend family in 1974 for
educational and recreational purposes. Perfect for a family
day out, experience the animals on the farm including the
milking Jersey herd, sheep, donkeys and hens. Explore the
gardens at your own pace or opt for a heritage tour of the
Overend family home.
Imaginosity in Sandyford is the only dedicated children's
museum in the South of Ireland. Based on the philosophy that
children learn best through play, Imaginosity provides a
creative, educational, interactive space for children up to the
age of 8 years and their families. The museum's exhibits focus
on science, maths, engineering, environmental awareness, arts
and culture. Make sure you book your visit in advance.
Not to be missed is Rathfarnham Castle, which dates back
to the Elizabethan period. With its four flanker towers it is
an excellent example of the fortified house in Ireland.
Recent excavations at the castle have shed new light on the
earlier phases of the castle and its occupants.
Pay a visit to Pearse Museum - St Enda's Park, which is
set in nearly fifty acres of beautiful parkland. The museum
tells the story of Patrick and his brother William, both of
whom were executed for their part in the 1916 Rising.

If shopping isn’t on your agenda, the fishing town of
Howth, with its piers and marina on the seaward side
of the peninsula, is a popular destination for Dubliners
at weekends. Howth was once an island, but is now
linked to the mainland by the prosperous, low–lying
suburb of Sutton.
For a bracing walk and fantastic views, follow the signs
for Howth summit. Once there, you’ll see the Bailey
Lighthouse on its jutting outcrop of rock below you.
Beyond it is the sweep of Dublin Bay, and further away
still the Wicklow Mountains. And if you’re feeling really
energetic, walk or cycle along the northern shore of
Dublin Bay between Clontarf and Sutton on to Bull
Island, a man–made island built by Captain William
Bligh (of Mutiny on the Bounty fame).
Visit the historic landmark that is Malahide Castle and
Gardens, one of the oldest castles in Ireland. Enjoy a
guided tour that will take you on a journey through the
history of the Talbot Family and the legacy they left
behind. The ornamental gardens adjoining the castle
cover an area of about 22 acres. Over 5000 different
species and varieties of plants are present.
Other Northside attractions which are vying for attention
are Portmarnock and Malahide. Both the villages are
famous for their beaches, but there are many other
outstanding beaches in Fingal, including Skerries,
Donabate, and Portrane, where the sea is very shallow
and the sands are rarely crowded, even on the sunniest
day.

53

VISITOR’S GUIDE – Dublin Suburbs

North County Dublin
If you follow your compass arrow and head to Dublin’s
northern suburbs, you’ll find yourself in Fingal, comprising the
northern area of old County Dublin. Among a number of
suburb towns that stand out are Castleknock – where
Hollywood hotshot Colin Farrell was born and reared
and next door Blanchardstown, which has a large and
expanding shopping centre.
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ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION
The Dublin
Docklands

The City Centre boasts a selection of quality hotels which have
been part of the Dublin landscape for many years, including
the world famous Shelbourne on St. Stephens Green, The
Westbury, The Fitzwilliam all within close proximity to
the hub of Grafton Street. Also recommended are the
Merrion Hotel on Merrion Street close to Government
buildings and the Conrad on Earlsford Terrace opposite
the National Concert Hall.
For a taste of five star luxury, stay at The Westbury Hotel
on Grafton Street. Enjoy a warm welcome and relax in the
magnificent setting of The Gallery and dine in one of their
two fine restaurants. Right outside your door is the heart
of Dublin City’s cultural quarter with all the shops and pubs
one could want.
Situated in the heart of Dublin’s cultural quarter, Dublin
Citi Hotel offers a warm atmosphere, cosy, comfortable
accommodation and live entertainment.
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The 4 Star Hilton Dublin Kilmainham Hotel enjoys
expansive views over the neighbouring Phoenix Park.
Dine in the contemporary and stylish Cinnamon
Restaurant. You could also consider Jurys Inn Custom
House in the International Financial Services Centre
(IFSC). The LUAS and Connolly Rail Station are just
around the corner.
The O’Callaghan Mont Clare is a classically decorated,
traditional 3 star Dublin hotel and a former favourite
of James Joyce, nestled away in a peaceful Georgian
Merrion Square.
The 4 star O’Callaghan Alexander Hotel is a hidden
gem located in Dublin 2 within strolling distance of
Grafton Street, Merrion Square and Trinity College. The
O’Callaghan Davenport Hotel is a traditional elegant
hotel with a historic facade that dates back to 1863.
The Davenport is a well–known Dublin landmark.
Also in Dublin 2 is Buswells, an elegant and charming
67 bedroom, 3 star, Georgian hotel with special character.
Also recommended is the 5 star The Fitzwilliam Hotel on
St. Stephen's Green.
Ideal for your business or leisure needs is The Gresham
Hotel situated on O’ Connell Street and is close to the
shopping district of Dublin.
The Westin Dublin, a luxury 5 star hotel, is located
directly opposite Trinity College. Dine in the beautiful
Atrium Lounge with its five–storey high glass ceiling.

ACCOMMODATION

The Croke Park Hotel is a luxury hotel situated across the
road from Croke Park Stadium. It is the preferred business
and leisure hotel for GAA enthusiasts.
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The Arlington Hotel, located beside O’ Connell Bridge
along the River Liffey is world famous for its Celtic
Rhythm Irish Dancing Night. Enjoy the must see “Celtic
Nights” show at The Arlington Hotel, O’Connell Bridge,
a traditional Irish dance and music show with dinner.
This exciting show takes place seven nights a week.
If you require accommodation near the airport, there are
a number of options. Located within the Dublin Airport
complex, The Clarion Hotel is only 3 minutes from
Terminal Two and is accessible by 24 hour coach pickup
from the Airport. The four star Radisson Blu Hotel
appeals to business and leisure travellers, providing elite
access to the passenger terminal located just steps from
the hotel.
In Ballsbridge in the heart of the business and embassy
district and next door to the RDS is The Clayton Hotel.
Across the road is the 5 star InterContinental Dublin
which is an elegant hotel with spacious rooms, a range
of bar and dining options, in a gorgeous, tranquil
setting. You could also consider relaxing in luxury
accommodation at the Herbert Park Hotel and take in
the views over Herbert Park and Ballsbridge.
Within easy walking distance to the city’s museums,
galleries and shops is Grand Canal Hotel, a modern,
comfortable hotel.
Dating from 1750, the estate and mansion incorporating
the Radisson Blu St. Helen’s Hotel is only a short walk
from University College Dublin. Also, The Talbot Hotel
Stillorgan is one of Dublin’s premier 4 star Fáilte Ireland
and Automobile Association (AA) rated hotels.
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Pubs in Dublin
When it comes to Dublin, “are you going for a pint?” is
not just a question, it’s an order! With Irish theme bars
taking over every city across the globe, why not go back
to basics and savour the sights, sounds and smells of an
authentic Dublin pub?

The official opening hours of pubs in Ireland are 10.30am
to 11.30pm, Mondays to Thursdays and 10.30am to 12.30
am, Fridays and Saturdays and 12.00pm to 11.00pm on
Sundays. Many pubs in the city centre have been granted
later licences at weekends. For a dawn tipple, try the ‘early
houses’ around Smithfield fruit market.

If Dublin is the heartland of Ireland, Temple Bar is surely
its pulse. With many and varied outlets fighting for your
attention, Temple Bar is a flurry of excitement, entertainment
and anticipation. The Temple Bar is one of the liveliest
pubs in this area, hosting two or more scheduled and
impromptu ‘trad’ sessions a day. It offers a spacious beer
garden which has proved popular since the introduction of
the smoking ban in March 2004.
Also in Temple Bar is Fitzsimons Bar. Located in Fitzsimons
Hotel, it has free, live traditional music and late night
entertainment. It also offers the luxury of a large screen
for watching live sporting events, a definite asset in a
sports mad city. This hotel also has a lively and popular
nightclub with nights hosted by some of Dublin’s top DJs.

59

Situated in the heart of Dublin’s cultural
quarter, Dublin Citi Hotel offers a warm
Guinness atmosphere, cosy, comfortable accommodation and live
and oysters
entertainment. Trinity Bar Venue is one of Dublin’s finest
sports bars in the middle of Temple Bar. Sample the best of
Dublin’s live music scene by popping in any night of the
week and enjoying the live music on offer.
McDaids is a classic pub on Harry Street (just off Grafton
Street) and across from the Westbury Hotel. McDaids has
proven to be very popular with tourists and locals alike,
serving a selection of beers, with their Guinness second to
none. A traditional Dublin pub, McDaids has been frequented
by many of the literary greats such as Brendan Behan, Liam
O’ Flaherty and Patrick Kavanagh. With its distinctive Victorian
exterior, this pub exudes old–style charisma. Famous guests
include Hillary Clinton.
To experience live music any night of the week, try The Celt,
a traditional Irish pub on Talbot Street. Good music, friendly
staff and plenty of Guinness on tap is guaranteed.
If it’s an historic pub in the heart of the city you’re looking
for, try Sinnott’s Bar. Dating back to the 18th century, Sinnott’s
reopened in 1989 after St Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre
was built. It’s a traditional Irish pub, home to a large collection
of original literary pictures and prints from a number of
well-known Irish artists and writers.
Other recommended locations in the Grafton Street area
are Nearys on Chatham Street, The Duke, The Bailey Bar
and Davy Byrne’s on Duke Street. Davy Byrne’s pub was
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Blooms Hotel’s VAT house Bar is a
traditional pub which gets its name
from the vat house in Guinness
Brewery. Its warm and also relaxed
atmosphere is complimented by a
fine pint of ‘the black stuff’.
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The Gaiety
Theatre

a favourite of James Joyce and, perhaps more famously,
of Leopold Bloom.
For a pub with a difference, head to J.W. Sweetman
Craft Brewery, Dublin's original on-site brewery. For craft beer
lovers, there is no better place to pay a visit to. Try their
signature craft beer brewed on site and wash it down
with a sharing platter or two. The building at Sweetman’s
dates back to 1756, so this pub comes with a lot of history
and many stories.
A well-known pub in Dublin is The Barge on Charlemont
Street where you will find a relaxed, contemporary setting
and premium service. Their extensive range of delicious
menus offer small bites and sharing platters as well as a
variety of main courses. Enjoy their selection of craft beers
and take in some live music at the weekend.
The Arlington Hotel O’Connell Bridge is one of the most
centrally located hotels in Dublin city centre, offering superb
accommodation in the very heart of the capital. The hotel has
become world famous for its Celtic Rhythm “Irish Dancing
Night”. The Arlington Hotel offers live Irish music and dancing,
entertaining guests & visitors 7 nights a week.
Late Night Entertainment
Late bars have become a popular option in Dublin and
there is a fine variety to choose from ranging from jazz to
Irish traditional music to dance and pop. Themed venues
are sprouting up around the city centre.
City centre locations that should feature high on your list of
nightclub priorities are Club M in Bloom’s Hotel in Temple Bar,

I

rish Traditional Music is at the heart of the Irish culture
and history, never as a static antiquity, the tradition is
alive and vital, open to change yet conservative of its
core values. The essence of Irish Music Magazine is to
reflect what is happening in Irish music in
contemporary society. From the commercial recordings of traditional
tunes, to experimentation with other musical cultures, Irish Music
Magazine keeps readers informed about upcoming tours, events and
festivals from the diverse world of Irish and Celtic acoustic music.
Irish Music Magazine, strives to inform readers and musicians alike,
keeping you abreast of all major developments in the Irish Traditional
Music community. It is this vital human contact which is at the heart of
the music experience and is the reason why Irish Music Magazine is
the leading independent voice on Irish music in the world.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS
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one of the most popular nights–out in Dublin and the newly
renovated Bad Bobs, whose bar encapsulates the spirit of a
Temple Bar pub and what a night out in Dublin is meant to
be. For something original, try the cabaret–style Sugar
Club on Leeson Street.
For evening entertainment, you should also consider the
Fitzwilliam Casino & Card Club where you will
experience the thrills of playing the casino in comfortable
surroundings. Enjoy Punto Banco, Roulette, Blackjack, Brag
and poker games. It is located in Clifton Hall, Fitzwilliam
Street in the heart of Dublin 2 and well–deserved of a visit.
You should also visit the newly renovated, contemporary
Mao restaurants in Dun Laoghaire and Stillorgan, to enjoy
an extensive Asian menu and sample a cocktail or two.
Kids are always welcome. If you fancy a night in, order from
Mao At Home and bring all the same great Thai and Asian
flavour straight to your door. And the chefs use only the
freshest of ingredients. Order from one of their many
branches.
Try the Hard Rock Cafe and TGI Fridays for a lively dinner
and cocktails to kick–start a night out. Enjoy mouth watering
food in a chilled out environment in the Hard Rock
Cafe. Sit back and enjoy the most up–to–date and
cutting edge music and videos. Also the merchandise
National
Concert Hall
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The atmosphere is always buzzing in TGI Fridays, the
popular authentic American style restaurant. Mix and match
your food with appetizers to share with friends, including
their championship wings coated in BBQ and the famous
Jack Daniel’s sauces, tostado nachos and buffalo wings.
Wash them down with a refreshing beer or smoothie.
Outside the city centre, Johnnie Fox’s must be experienced.
Situated in Glencullen on top of the Dublin mountains,
Johnnie Fox’s is one of Ireland’s oldest and most famous
traditional Irish pubs – and they are also famed as the
highest pub in the country. At Johnnie Fox’s they have Live
Irish Music seven nights a week. You can also see one
of the top dancing performances in the country at their
famous dinner & show – Hooley Night. Their award –
winning seafood restaurant is open daily.
Theatres
Dublin’s leading theatres include The Gate, on Parnell Square,
and The Abbey at 26 Lower Abbey Street, which opened
its doors to the public on Monday 18 July 1966, heralding
the beginning of a new era for the National Theatre of
Ireland. The Peacock Theatre lies beneath the Abbey foyer
and the entrance is also on Lower Abbey Street.
The Olympia, located on Dame Street, is one of the oldest
surviving theatres in Dublin and hosts a variety of shows from
musicals to plays. The Ark in Temple Bar is Europe’s first
cultural centre for children with a gallery, workshop and theatre.
The National Concert Hall on Earlsfort Terrace, just off St
Stephen’s Green, is one of Europe’s leading concert venues
where many of the world’s top artists have performed.
Home to the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, the Hall
hosts a variety of concerts, operas and musicals as well
as lunchtime recitals.
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store on the ground floor of the restaurant sells Hard
Rock Cafe collectibles, including souvenir glasses and
teddy bears.

64

ENTERTAINMENT

The Gaiety Theatre on South King Street opened in 1871.
For well over a century it has provided the people of the
city with opera, musicals, drama, festivals and more.
As a Town Centre, Dundrum is home to a wide range of
leisure activities such as the 200 seat Mill Theatre,
the 12 screen Movies@Dundrum cinema complex, the
Rainforest indoor golfing range, the fun Giddy Studios
pottery making studio and the host of other seasonal
activities that take place throughout the year. All
information is available on the website www.dundrum.ie.
Family Entertainment
St. Patrick’s Festival takes place all over Dublin city
centre every year from around 11th–17th March. It is
one of the main events of the Dublin calendar year
and which the Dubliners are very proud of. The festival
reaches its climax on St. Patrick’s Day with a carnival
parade through the city centre.
Other Entertainment
For alternative entertainment a visit to Shelbourne Park
Greyhound Stadium is well-recommended. Whether it’s
corporate entertainment or a night out with friends,
enjoy a delicious meal at the Grandstand Restaurant
with pivotal views of the racing circuit guaranteeing you
a great night out. Enjoy racing every Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday night.
For a fun day out with family or an evening of
entertainment with friends, head to Leisureplex for a
game of bowling, pool or snooker, an exciting game of
quasar, or just enjoy the arcade and video games or a
friendly air hockey match. Leisureplex can be found at
many branches throughout Dublin: Blanchardstown,
Tallaght, Coolock, Stillorgan and Charlestown.
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Dublin’s top Sports Bar shows all of the
best upcoming live fixtures every week.
Live musicians every night of the week!
Located in the heart of Dublin in
popular Temple Bar, 27 cosily
appointed rooms are designed with
warmth, comfort, and convenience in
mind!

JOHNNIE FOX'S PUB & RESTAURANT
Glencullen, Dublin Mountains
Tel : +353 (0)12955647
Email: info@johnniefoxs.com
Web: www.johnniefoxs.com
Johnnie Fox's hosts a world famous Irish
dancing 'Hooley' Show with traditional

live music followed by the spectacular
Irish dancing show. This famous dance
show is renowned for being the best
cultural show in the country. The Hooley
night is not the only experience on offer,
guests can expect performances from
house musicians 7 nights a week.

J.W. SWEETMAN CRAFT BREWERY
1 & 2 Burgh Quay,
Dublin 2, (O'Connell Bridge)
Tel: 00353 1 6705 777
Email: info@jwsweetman.com
Web: www.jwsweetman.com

Dublin's original on-site brewery. J.W.
Sweetman Craft Brewery offers craft beer
tastings, restaurant, late bar, live music 7
nights, a 1916 gallery, Sunday trad music
and more. Visit J.W. Sweetman's and take
part in their rich heritage of warm
hospitality and uniquely crafted beers.

McDAIDS PUB
3 Harry Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 6794395
Email: olivercosgrave@hotmail.com

Established in 1779, McDaids is situated off
fashionable Grafton Street near Dublin city
centre. One of the true literary pubs it was
frequented by many of the greats of Irish
literature, including Patrick Kavanagh and
Brendan Behan. McDaids retains its tradition
of hospitality and is popular with locals and
tourists alike. Purveyors of fine beverages.

THE BARGE PUB
42 Charlemont Street
Ranelagh,
Dublin 2
Tel: 01 4751869
Email: info@thebarge.ie
Web: www.thebarge.ie

The Barge pub is a landmark destination
in Dublin. We Love all events big or
small, formal or impromptu! From craft
beers to comfort food, to live music and
parties, The Barge will make it one to
remember!
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DUBLIN CITI HOTEL & TRINITY BAR
VENUE
46-49 Dame Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2
D02 X466. Phone: +35316794455
Fax: +35316794496
Email: reservations@dublincitihotel.com
Website: www.dublincitihotel.com
Email: marketing@dublincitihotel.com
Website: www.trinitybarvenue.ie
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Irish cooking has traditionally emphasised the use of fresh,
local ingredients cooked with a minimum of fuss. A new
generation of Irish chefs continues to make a virtue of this
simplicity; many menus are based on fresh seafood and
locally sourced meat and vegetables.
But, as well as modern Irish cuisine, the foods of many
nations now compete for the diner’s attention. Book your
table ahead of time in Dublin – a requirement more so
here than in most cities of comparable size – especially at
weekends and during the summer.

Popular outdoor lunchtime hang-outs in good weather are
the Liffey Boardwalk, St Stephen’s Green, the lawn beside
the Arts Block at Trinity College, or also the beautiful secluded
Iveagh Gardens off Earlsfort Terrace.
Why not sample some of the city’s rock culture at the Hard
Rock Café. From fantastic memorabilia, fabulous drinks and
great American food and service it has everything you’re
looking for and is also centrally located. Opened in
2004, Dublin’s Hard Rock offers a selection of American
cuisine and excellent cocktails. Like all Hard Rock Cafes,
Dublin’s restaurant hosts an impressive collection of
memorabilia including a pair of Bono’s sunglasses, also a
favourite shirt of Elvis’s and a Jimi Hendrix rug. Food and
drinks are excellent and you can’t beat the friendly and
relaxed atmosphere.
Other American style restaurants include T.G.I. Friday’s,
found at centres around the city, including St Stephen’s
Green, Blanchardstown, Temple Bar, Dundrum Town
Centre and Swords. Serving mouth watering burgers,
steaks and a huge range of exotic cocktails, it is the ideal
venue for a night out or a family gathering. For quality
American food served in a fun atmosphere look no further
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than TGI Friday’s. It’s the perfect place to unwind after a
hard day’s sight-seeing.
At Mao restaurants in Dun Laoghaire and Stillorgan, the
chefs are passionate about using only the finest fresh
ingredients to create authentic, virtually low fat Thai/
Asian dishes.
If you would prefer the same tempting food brought
directly to your door, there’s Mao at Home. You can
order online or by phone from their various branches.
Captain Americas serve good quality American–style
food at reasonable prices. Visit their branches in
Grafton Street and Blanchardstown, where you will find
delicious food and an extensive selection of cocktails,
beers and wines. Try the loaded potato skins, Philly
Cheese Steak or the chicken and cheese enchilada.
For a taste of Asian cuisine, visit any of the Wagamama
noodle bars located in South King Street, Dundrum Town
Centre and Blanchardstown Retail Park. Relax in informal
style and dine on noodles served with a variety of ingredients
including chicken, shrimp, egg, bean–sprouts and peppers
or try their big bowls of noodle soup.
Rustic Stone on South George’s Street is all about adding
creativity and flavour to the finest ingredients in the most
nutritious way possible. This restaurant is a fun, inviting
and relaxed place to eat where everyone’s needs, diets
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and indulgences are provided for. Visit their sister restaurants,
Taste at Rustic in the heart of Dublin city, and Fade Street
Social. At Fade Street Social try the oysters to start, perhaps
the beef & truffle for your main, and their warm croissant
and butter pudding for dessert.
For a taste of the Best Ireland can offer, Gallaghers Boxty
House in Temple Bar serves a unique blend of Modern and
Traditional dishes such as their Irish Lamb and Beef stews
with Boxty Dumplings, Corned Beef and their popular Boxty
Tasting Platter. Try their Famous Gaelic Boxty, tender medallions
of Irish fillet beef with a whiskey and black pepper cream
sauce served with Portobello Mushrooms and Traditional
Leitrim Boxty Pancake. The restaurant celebrates the finest
of traditions in Irish cuisine in an atmosphere that is
contemporary and timeless, cosmopolitan and nostalgic.
Also a must stop is Oliver St John Gogarty’s Bar &
Restaurant where a carvery lunch operates daily, after
which an extensive bar food menu takes over. A sample
of Ireland’s traditional music scene is also available.
For a taste of Italy, visit Pacino’s Restaurant, Bar &
Venue on Suffolk Street near Trinity College. Pacino’s
offers an old world vibe – brickwork, wooden floors,
mosaic tile and soft lighting combine to create a rustic
atmosphere to complement the simple but fantastic
authentic Italian food. Pacino’s is a member of Good
Food Ireland.
Food and Drink
in a Dublin Pub
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Other notable restaurants offering fantastic continental
cuisine include Salamanca Tapas Bar & Restaurant on St.
Andrew Street and l’Ecrivain on Lower Baggot Street.
And for a range of standard and more unusual Chinese
food, drop in to The Good World Chinese Restaurant on
South Great Georges Street. This great restaurant is very
popular with the local Chinese, and the service is fast
and efficient. The menu suits both Chinese and also
European customers. And of special interest on the menu
is the selection of Dim Sums.
Darwins Restaurant is an award–winning, family run
business on Aungier Street. It prides itself on its certified
Irish Angus beef and local produce. The theme of the
restaurant is based on Charles Darwin’s ‘origin of the
species’. Darwins’ own in–house butchers supply and
source all their certified Irish meats including Angus,
game, poultry and genuine Dry aged beef.
The Lobster Pot Restaurant in Ballsbridge blends old
world charm with intimate surroundings. Owned by the
Crean family for 40 years, it is one of the longest running
family restaurants in Ireland. This warm and very friendly,
silver service restaurant offers an extensive selection of
fresh seafood, Irish meats, free range poultry and
game when in season. Just some of the tasty dishes
on offer include Rack of Wicklow Lamb Rosemary, deep
fried plaice and fresh lobster. The menu uses only the
freshest of ingredients. There is also an impressive
wine list and a full licensed bar.
One of Dublin’s oldest and best loved restaurants is
101 Talbot just two minutes from the Spire. For delicious,
freshly made food with Mediterranean and Middle
Eastern influences, you can’t go wrong with lunch or
dinner here. Try the lamb kofta kebabs or organic pumpkin,
spinach, aubergine and chickpea curry, and make sure
you don’t leave without dessert.
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Whether it be the 19th century artefacts, a comforting
bowl of aromatic noodles, sushi in the sunny Bamboo Garden,
or dancing the night away with fresh, sweet and spicy cocktails,
Yamamori has something for everyone! “A real gem... this is
sushi and fun all rolled into one!” (Inyourpocket.com). Visit
the 3 branches: Yamamori Noodles, Yamamori Sushi
(& Tengu Bar) and Yamamori Izayaka.
The “chipper” (fish & chip shop) is a much–loved Irish
institution and Beshoff is one of the best known names in
Dublin. Beshoff which is located on O’ Connell Street
takes pride in serving top quality fish and real potato
chip meals in relaxed and comfortable surroundings.

EATING OUT

Bringing authentic Japanese culture and cuisine to Dublin
since 1995, Yamamori is the perfect place to experience a
true taste of Japan. Based in 3 locations in the heart of
Dublin City, Yamamori’s expert chefs have been treating
locals and tourists alike for over 20 years. This renowned
restaurant with its bold black and red exterior features an
extensive menu of fabulous, fresh Japanese food. Groups
of all sizes gravitate to its long benches and tables while
very efficient and friendly staff serve up traditional and
inspired exotic eats. The vegetarian menu is just as fulfilling,
with plenty alternative dishes for vegans too.

Friendly, quick service and affordable
tasty food makes this a treat to visit.
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The Gallery Restaurant at The Church is set
on the mezzanine level with a stunning
view overlooking the main bar. It offers
world class food and very friendly
service seven nights a week from 5pm.
The Classic The restaurant also features the beautifully restored Renatus
Irish Coffee Harris built organ as its centre piece in the dining area.

available in
most Bars and
Restaurants

For authentic Thai cuisine, Diep is the place to eat.
With many branches dotted throughout Dublin including
Blackrock, Blanchardstown, Bray and Dundrum, you
won’t have to go far to find this restaurant. Diep caters
for vegan, vegetarian, gluten free and just about any
other type of diet imaginable.
The award–winning Kilkenny Café is located on the first
floor of Kilkenny Design Nassau St, Dublin; it boasts
beautiful views over the leafy grounds of Trinity College.
They offer a splendid selection of hot food dishes, salads,
pies, quiches, cakes and pastries are freshly made on site
every morning. Gluten–free foods are available daily.
For a slice of Italian fine food and wines, a meal from the
Dunne & Crescenzi Group of Italian restaurants is in order.
Drop into any of their restaurants: Dunne & Crescenzi located
in South Frederick Street and also Sandymount and L’Officina
in Dundrum Town Centre and Kildare Village. Enjoy pasta,
risotto, antipasti, mouth watering desserts and much more.
For modern Italian cooking and authentic Italian flavours,
the award-winning Bar Italia Ristorante at Millennium Bridge
is the perfect choice. Whether you’re looking for a hearty meal
or a light bite to enjoy with a glass of wine, this is the place
to relax and watch the world go by. Try their early dining menu
that includes a complimentary glass of bellini cocktail.
For a little taste of Italy on South Circular Road in Kilmainham,
try La Dolce Vita. This family-owned restaurant can be found

Pacino's
Restaurant,
Bar & Venue

Le Bon Crubeen is a restaurant and wine bar on Talbot
Street and a winner of the Irish Restaurant Awards’ Best
Casual Dining Restaurant Dublin as well as Best Value
Restaurant Dublin in The Dubliner Top 100 restaurants.
If you are going to the nearby Abbey Theatre or The Gate
Theatre after dinner, try their Pre-Theatre Menu and sample
the Guinness brown bread, the beer battered fresh
haddock or the crab and crayfish salad.
With 40 restaurants to choose from Dundrum Town Centre
offers a very extensive dining experience with everything
from fine dining to the kids favourite, a family friendly meal
or perhaps just a coffee stop. Authentic Italian, Mexican,
tapas, burgers and steaks that melt in the mouth are all
available. They have award–winning Indian food and Asian
fusion and not forgetting that favourite cup of coffee.
Dundrum can cater for all your culinary desires.
A trip to the farm and gardens of Airfield in Dundrum is
not complete without a stop for a bite to eat at Overends.
The cafe, named after Letitia and Naomi Overend, provides
delicious meals, taking inspiration from Airfield and its farm
and gardens. Relax in a warm environment and enjoy a
coffee with your meal. Airfield is only twenty minutes from
the city centre on the Luas.
For a mouth-watering 100% Irish burger, look no further
than Bobo’s Gourmet Irish Burgers, a neighbourhood
diner located on Dame Street, Wexford Street and Abbey
Street. They never use frozen meat and everything is
cooked to order. With burgers including The Hawaiian,
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above the Patriots Inn pub. All
food and sauces are freshly
prepared and cooked by their
chef. Whether it’s pizza, pasta or
traditional spaghetti Bolognese
you’re after, a delicious homemade
meal is always guaranteed. For
dessert, check out Maria’s
Homemade Cheese Cake.
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The Mexican, The Cashel and The Dubliner available,
there’s something to suit everyone’s taste.
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For something special, especially for all the wine lovers out
there, visit one of the popular ely restaurants. ely has 2
outstanding venues in Dublin city: ELY BAR & GRILL, in
Dublin’s Docklands, located within beautifully restored 1821
wine vaults, is certainly serving the very best dry-aged steaks
in the city. Classic cocktails and craft beers too. ely wine bar,
the iconic and original Dublin wine bar with an intimate,
elegant setting in the heart of Georgian Dublin is constantly
recognised for its wines, exceptional wine bar menus and for
being the best wine bar in Ireland. Enjoy a light bar bite or go
for a full dinner menu. All their organic beef and pork is reared
on their family’s organic farm in the Burren, Co. Clare.
If you’re visiting Dundrum Town Centre or Blanchardstown
Centre, drop into Dante Pizza. Before you dive into their
delicious pizza, try their chicken wings or garlic and chilli
prawns. When it comes to their selection of pizzas, you
can’t go wrong with the Dante Pizza: mushrooms,
pepperoni, ham, mozzarella & tomato sauce. A chocolate
brownie or their Eton Mess goes well for dessert.
Outside the city, in Glencullen on top of the Dublin mountains,
is Johnnie Fox’s pub. Their award-winning seafood and European
kitchen offers fresh seasonal oysters, seafood chowder, featherblade of beef and Johnnie Fox’s vegetable stew, to name only
a few dishes. Experience the Hooley Night menu served at
their famous “Hooley Night” (dinner and show). Don’t forget
to book ahead to guarantee your seat at the show.
The Avoca stores found throughout Dublin and around the
country are known for their award-winning restaurants
and cafes. Avoca's raison d’être is great natural ingredients,
many of which they grow themselves in their own polytunnels
or in their huge kitchen garden at the Dunboyne store.
Drop into their restaurant and foodmarket in Avoca Suffolk
Street or Avoca Ballsbridge for a delicious bite to eat.
Whatever your taste is in cuisine, diversity and choice
are certainly on the menu wherever you might find
yourself in Dublin.
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Beshoff restaurant is situated in the
heart of Dublin City, close to local
attractions, GPO & the Spire. Servicing
fresh fish & chips daily. Relax & enjoy
our recently refurbished restaurant.
Gluten free food available daily.

BóBós BURGERS RESTAURANT
22 Wexford St, Dublin 2; Tel: 01 4005750
50 - 51 Dame St, Dublin 2 Tel: 01 5380100
74 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin 1
Tel: 01 5380800
Email: info@bobos.ie
Web: www.bobos.ie

Here is where you can get real Gourmet
Irish Burgers! All our beef, lamb, pork,
chicken burgers are 7oz, 100% Irish
and fully traceable, and we NEVER
use Frozen Meat! Traditional Irish
breakfast, Fish & Chips, Guinness,
salad, wine and craft beer available.

LA DOLCE VITA RESTAURANT
760 South Circular Road,
Kilmainham, Dublin 8
Tel: 01 6169581
Fax: 01 6169581
Email: mlenghel@yahoo.ie
Web: www.ladolcevita.ie

Situated in the heart of historical Dublin,
across the road from the Kilmainham jail,
and the museum of Modern Art, La Dolce
Vita Restaurant features beautiful views
which overlook the former courthouse and
the famous Dublin streets. Our food offers
an authentic Irish/Italian dining experience
at terrific value! Open from midday until
eleven p.m every day.

KILKENNY CAFÉ
6 Nassau St
Dublin 2
Tel: 01 6777066
Email: info@kilkennygroup.com
Web: www.kilkennyshop.com

Whether you want to relax after retail therapy
in Kilkenny Design or simply soak up the
stunning views of Trinity College, a visit to
the Kilkenny Café is a must. Treat yourself to
their homemade artisan food, famous
breakfasts, delicious lunches, and mouthwatering range of freshly baked cakes.

GALLAGHERS BOXTY HOUSE
20 Temple Bar
Dublin 2
D02 ET66
Tel: 00353 1 6772762
Email: info@boxtyhouse.ie
Web: www.boxtyhouse.ie

At the heart of Temple Bar since 1989,
Gallagher’s Boxty House champions the
best of Irish ingredients. Paired with
our own craft beers, we offer a range
of dishes to suit all, presented with the
best of Irish hospitality.

THE LOBSTER POT
9 Ballsbridge Terrace,
Ballsbridge,
Dublin 4
Tel: +353 1 6680025 /6609170
Website: www.thelobsterpot.ie

Blending old world charm with intimate
surroundings, The Lobster Pot has been
bringing a taste of the sea to Ballsbridge
for 40 years. Choose from an extensive
selection of fresh Fish and Shellfish sourced
daily, equally noted meats, free range
poultry and game when in season.
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BESHOFF RESTAURANT
6 Upper O' Connell Street
Dublin 1
01-8724400
Email: beshoffmanager@outlook.com
Web: www.beshoffrestaurant.com
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When it comes to the world fashion stakes and lists of
shopping outlets, Dublin has previously never been high
on people’s agenda. However, with the influx of UK chain
stores and large American–style shopping malls, the city’s
retailers offer ample opportunities for Dubliners to stretch
their credit cards.

The main axis for the die-hard shopper is Grafton Street in
the south city centre, which has been compared to London
and New York in recent polls. It is also fully pedestrianised,
and you are afforded a range of shops like the high–end
Brown Thomas.

Powerscourt
Townhouse Centre

Brown Thomas is Ireland’s premier luxury department store
and part of a global retail family, which includes Selfridges
in the UK and Holt Renfrew in Canada. Celebrating creativity,
luxury and service since 1849, Brown Thomas is home to
the very best Irish and international brands in fashion,
accessories, beauty and home. Featuring the world’s most
prestigious luxury boutiques such as Hermés, Chanel and
Louis Vuitton, Brown Thomas Dublin has achieved pre–
eminent status, a store that is listed among the best in
the world, yet remains quintessentially Irish and unique.
Visit www.brownthomas.com for more details.
Just off the red brick carpet of Grafton
Street you’ll find the multi–storied
Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre and
two smaller, but unique shopping
complexes: Powerscourt Townhouse
Centre and the Royal Hibernian Way.
Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre is
centrally located in the heart of the city
at the top of Grafton Street and has over
90 shops all under one roof. There are a

If you’d like to take home a bottle of the ‘good stuff’, the
Celtic Whiskey Shop & Wines on the Green, has Ireland's
largest selection of Irish, Scottish, Bourbon and world whiskeys
as well as an eclectic range of spirits, liqueurs, wines and
champagnes. Located at 27–28 Dawson Street in the heart
of Dublin city, Celtic Whiskey Shop has frequently been
voted the Best Single Outlet Whiskey Retailer in the world
at the Icons of Whisky Awards and it is managed by Ally
Alpine who has almost thirty years experience in the trade.
R & C McCormack is a family–run jewellery shop on
Grafton Street that prides itself on having the finest
selection of Celtic Irish Jewellery including the traditional
Irish ring of friendship, the Claddagh ring and Celtic
Trinity Knot rings (the Trinity Knot is often found in
Insular art such as metal work and in illuminated
manuscripts like the Book of Kells). The staff are friendly
and knowledgeable and the prices affordable for the high
quality of the jewellery on offer.
New Moon Jewellery store has a mesmerizing collection
of sterling silver and gemstone jewellery from around the
world, all ethically sourced by owner Philippe Benaksas.
Check out the huge range of sterling silver pendants,
rings and earrings set in a wide variety of gemstones
including amber, amethyst, aquamarine, moonstone, opal,
moldavite and many more rare stones. New Moon also
has a large range of men’s jewellery as well as a Celtic
jewellery range, skull rings, Native American silver
jewellery, antique Indian jewellery and much more.
Centrally located in the historic George’s Street Arcade
with friendly and knowledgeable staff on hand.
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number of retail shops including TK Maxx, Dunnes Stores
and The Art & Hobby Shop as well as places to relax in after
your shopping spree. Whether you’re after a quiet coffee in
a cafe, burger and chips in a fast food joint or a three
course meal in a restaurant, you won’t have to go far. For
presents to take home to your loved ones, try Celtic
Spirit, The Donegal Shop, Carroll’s Irish Gift Store and The
Green Gallery.
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STEPHEN’S GREEN SHOPPING CENTRE
STEPHEN’S GREEN SHOPPING CENTRE, STEPHENS GREEN
WEST, DUBLIN 2
You can’t visit Dublin without a trip to Stephen’s Green
Shopping Centre. Its iconic dome is a must-see, and has
become a popular meetup point for visitors and locals alike.
Located just off Grafton Street, it is in the heart of Dublin’s
most prestigious shopping and cultural area. Whether you’re
looking for fashion, beauty, big brands or unique Irish brands,
there are 93 shops with a little something for everyone.
And when you’re tired from all that shopping, there’s a
mix of top quality cafes and restaurants to enjoy with a
view of Dublin’s most famous park, Stephen’s Green.
Take in the city buzz at Stephen’s
Green Shopping Centre. One place.
Countless discoveries.
For further information
Email: info@stephensgreen.com,
Tel: +353 (01) 4780888 or visit
http://www.stephensgreen.com.
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Powerscourt Centre located on South William Street is a
specialty shopping centre that offers a mixture of restaurants,
art, antiques and fashion. In 1774 Richard Wingfield 3rd
Viscount Powerscourt and his wife Lady Amelia moved into
number 59 South William Street. The Townhouse with its
history and shops, makes it well worth a visit. Open seven
days a week. Powerscourt Centre is also home to the
Design Centre, founded over 20 years ago. It became a
forum for up and coming and established designers to
showcase their clothing.

George’s Street Arcade offers old world charm in this Victorian
shopping mall that was Dublin’s first shopping centre. This
lively indoor market offers an abundance of charming shops
and stalls in a unique bohemian atmosphere and is perfect
for some exotic gift options. An eclectic and also unique
shopping experience in the heart of Dublin city.
Located on Dawson Street and full of small, stylish shops,
Royal Hibernian Way is a must see.
The Great Irish Shopping Experience can also be discovered
on Nassau Street opposite Trinity College, where you will
find House of Ireland and Kilkenny Design.

Kilkenny Design is famous for promoting local makers and
designers for over 50 years – located just opposite Trinity
College this is a must see while in Dublin. Discover the best
of Irish design including Waterford, pottery, linen, jewellery,
fashion, accessories, souvenirs and more. You are sure to
find the perfect gift at Kilkenny. Overseas visitors can avail
of shipping promotions, tax free & a complimentary giftwrapping service. Upstairs is the fabulous Kilkenny Café –
delicious homemade delights served daily!
The Sweater Shop stores are Irish owned and this family
run business is proud to provide a vast selection of
quality Irish Knitwear such as Aran jumpers, at great
prices, as well as accessories, gifts and stylish casual wear. In
their stores you will find a large selection of merchandise to
suit all tastes. Their Trinity Woollen Mills store is the stockist of
Harley Davidson, Guinness, Trinity College and more.
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Muji on Chatham Street opened its doors in 2002. It is a
Japanese store selling stylish furniture and an array of
accessories for a modern lifestyle. They stock a wide range
of products including stationery, storage, fashion and
accessories, furniture, travel, health and beauty and
kitchenware. Muji is open seven days a week.
Rhinestones at 18 Andrew Street is home to a century
of amazing costume jewellery, antique to modern
reflecting art, fashion, history and romance. Walk
through their door and you will experience a treasure
trove of moments captured in time. From Early
Victorian brooches, to romantic Edwardian keepsake
lockets, to exquisite Venetian glass beads, to one-off
1960’s studio silver creations. Selected Arts and Crafts
items. European and American designer jewellery from
the 1930’s such as Miriam Haskell, Trifari, Dior. etc.
Rhinestones also has a great range of new cultured
pearl jewellery.
Carrolls Irish Gifts are a fully Irish owned company
established in 1982 and are one of the leading retailers
of quality Irish clothing, jewellery, souvenirs and gift
products. You will find leading Irish products such as
Guinness, Newbridge Silverware, Aran Knitwear, Solvar,
Trinity, Mullingar Pewter and more throughout their
many shops dotted throughout Dublin as well as shops
in Cork, Kilkenny and Belfast.
Temple Bar is now one of the most visited areas in the
city and is widely regarded as the ‘trendy’ part of town;
its selection of alternative clothes and record stores
confirms this.
And on to Henry Street, the hunting ground of the
sales fanatic. This area has undergone a costly facelift
in recent years, attracting many new businesses and it
now rivals Grafton Street as Dublin’s favourite shopping
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The ILAC has entrances from Henry Street, Moore Street
and Parnell Street and is right beside the famous Moore
Street market and 1916 monuments, the Spire, the Hugh
Lane Gallery of Modern and Contemporary Art, The Garden
of Remembrance and the Writers’ Museum.
You will also find two superb restaurants nearby: the renowned
Chapter One Restaurant and the Hot Stove Restaurant both
around the corner in Parnell Square.
The Gate Theatre, the magnificent Rotunda Hospital, the
Gresham Hotel, the GPO, the Leprechaun Museum, and The
Church Café, Bar & Restaurant in Mary Street where Arthur
Guinness was married and many other interesting sites and
buildings are also located in this historic area.
The ILAC offers variety and value and has a special place
in the heart of Dubliners. A visit to Dublin wouldn’t be
complete without a visit to the friendly ILAC Centre. Located
within 5 minutes’ walk from O’Connell Street the ILAC is
close to the Luas, the DART, bus stops, Dublin Bike stations
and Taxi ranks and it has a 1,000 space car park, one of
the best value car parks in Dublin city.
For current opening hours see the website www.ilac.ie. Find
us, Like us and Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

THE ILAC CENTRE

The ILAC Centre, located in the heart
of Dublin’s premier shopping precinct
on the north side of the River Liffey,
is home to over 70 stores including
names such as TKMaxx, Dunnes
Stores, The Liverpool FC Shop, River Island, Yours Clothing,
Quiz and Argos as well as a host of boutique fashion
retailers, beauty salons, gift and accessories shops and 20
places to eat including favourites such as Starbucks, Sbarro
Pizza, Esquires, Shake Dog, Silver Leaf Café, Quigleys,
McDonalds, Burger King, Chopped and Ginzeng.
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venue. With UK stores such as Marks & Spencer and
Boots all present, be careful not to overlook the many
Irish department stores such as – Arnotts – which could
tempt the last euro out of your pocket.
Extending off Henry Street are the Jervis Street and Ilac
Shopping Centres, both which offer an exciting and
varied shopping experience under one roof. Walking
back towards the Spire brings you on to O' Connell
Street, where the buildings of once Clery's Department
Store and the current Eason Bookshop stand as Dublin
institutions.
Jervis Shopping Centre is a major hub of activity for the
enthusiastic shopper. Stores include M&S, New Look,
Argos, Boots and Jack & Jones to name a mere few. For
a bite to eat you are spoiled for choice with KFC,
Brambles and Kay’s Kitchen. Try a tasty sandwich in
O’Briens or a slice of pizza in Sbarro Pizza Bar.
The ILAC Centre on Henry Street in Dublin’s city centre
is open seven days a week. Home to over 70 stores
including fashion, grocery, footwear and accessories and
20 different places to eat. Just some of the shops you
may wish to visit include TKMaxx, Dunnes Stores, River
Island, Yours Clothing, Smiggle, Liverpool FC store,
Diesel, Dealz, Flying Tiger Stores. Newly opened cafés
include Silver Leaf, Shake Dog and Esquires.
If you want to sample some shopping outside of the
city centre, large suburban shopping malls have sprung
up around Dublin in recent years, most notably:
Dundrum Towncentre, Liffey Valley, the Blanchardstown
Centre and The Square in Tallaght. In general, shopping
hours are 9am to 6pm, Monday to Saturday, with late
opening on Thursdays. City centre shops are usually
open between 12pm and 6pm on Sundays.

Blanchardstown Centre offers a
unique shopping & leisure
experience. Home to over 180
stores, 3 Retail Parks and 25
restaurants, it is located just
outside Dublin City on the N3,
(M50 exit 6) linked to all major
motorways making it Ireland’s
most accessible and largest
destination shopping centre.
Parking is completely free.
Shopping is a pleasure at
Blanchardstown Centre with over
180 stores to choose from
including Marks & Spencer, BT2,
French Connection, H&M,
Topshop, River Island, Warehouse,
Zara, Superdry, Parfois, Dunnes
Stores & Penneys. For more
information visit
www.blanchardstowncentre.com.
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With 120 stores over 3 levels
Dundrum Town Centre boasts
Southern Ireland’s only Harvey
Nichols luxe boutique department
store, Massimo Dutti, Hollister
along with High Street names
such as Marks & Spencer,
Penney’s, River Island, Zara, H &
M and Next. Covered car parking
services every level of the
shopping mall. Dundrum is
extremely well serviced by public
transport with the Luas Green Line
stopping just 150 metres away
from the centre. Whatever the
weather Dundrum Town Centre
has you covered.

With 13 locations around the country Avoca is heralded as
one of Ireland’s most exciting retail stores. Avoca has a rich
history and heritage boasting Ireland's oldest weaving mill,
and they proudly produce a lot of their own products
including their famous woven throws. In every store you'll
find an abundance of beautiful products and a celebration
of the best of Irish craft makers across beauty, jewellery,
ceramics and homeware. Avoca offers a unique shopping
experience as a destination store as well as boasting
award-winning cafes, restaurants and foodmarkets. Find
Avoca in Suffolk Street and Ballsbridge as well as many
other locations throughout Dublin and beyond including
Monkstown, Rathcoole and Malahide.
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Open-air shopping destination Kildare Village is located
just an hour from Dublin. Nestled in the verdant Irish
countryside, featuring spectacular seasonal landscaping,
the Village is the ideal destination for a day of luxury
shopping and dining. Home to more than 100 boutiques from
the world’s most exciting designers, each one offers yearround saving of up to 60% on the recommended retail price.

LISTINGS
AVOCA
Avoca, 11-13 Suffolk St, Dublin 2
Tel : +353 1 677 4215
Email: suffolkstreet-stores@avoca.com
Web: www.avoca.com

Visit one of our 13 stores across Ireland
for a truly unique shopping and dining
experience. With gifts, fashion, food and
homewares you won't see elsewhere,
you're sure to find something you'll
treasure at Avoca.

BROWN THOMAS
88-95 Grafton Street
Dublin 2
Tel: 00353 1 605 6666
Email: storequeries@brownthomas.ie
BROWNTHOMAS.COM

BROWN THOMAS is Ireland’s premier
department store featuring the world’s most
prestigious brands including Chanel, Hermès,
Gucci, Louis Vuitton, Saint Laurent and
Victoria Beckham. Brown Thomas is listed
among the best stores in the world, yet
remains quintessentially Irish and unique.

CELTIC WHISKEY SHOP
& WINES ON THE GREEN
27-28 Dawson Street, Dublin 2
Tel: +353 1 6759744
Email: info@celticwhiskeyshop.com
Web: www.celticwhiskeyshop.com
Follow us on Twitter: @Celticwhiskey
@winesonthegreen

Online Ordering Available. International
Shipping Available. Welcome to Ireland's
whiskey specialist, stocking the largest
and finest selection of Irish, Scottish &
world whiskeys, rare bottlings & miniatures.
We offer free in store tastings daily.
Visiting Killarney, County Kerry? Don’t
miss www.celticwhiskeybar.com

LISTINGS
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The ILAC Centre has over 70 stores
including TKMaxx, Dunnes Stores,
The Liverpool FC Shop, River Island,
Quiz and Argos. It has 20 cafés, a 1000
space car park and is easily accessed by
public transport including the Luas
Green Line.

KILDARE VILLAGE
Kildare Village, Nurney Road,
Kildare Town, Co. Kildare
Tel: 045 520501
Email: KVTIC@valueretail.com
Web: www.kildarevillage.com

Discover 100 boutiques from leading
brands, with savings of up to 60% on
the recommended retail price. Take
junction 13 on the M7 to reach Kildare
Village by car, take a 35-minute train
journey from Heuston Station, or use
one of the many coach services from
Dublin city centre.

KILKENNY DESIGN
6 Nassau Street
Dublin 2
Tel: 01 6777066
Email: info@kilkennygroup.com
Web: www.kilkennyshop.com

Kilkenny Design has been at the
forefront of promoting the finest Irish
craft and design for over 50 years and is
home to Ireland’s largest collection of
Irish designers. Discover gifts from
fashion, knitwear and accessories, to
handmade jewellery, art, hand-thrown
pottery and crystal.

NEW MOON JEWELLERY
28 Drury St, George’s St. Arcade, Dublin 2
Tel: 353 1 6711154
Email: info@newmoon.ie
Web: www.newmoon.ie
Facebook: New Moon Jewellery
Instagram: newmoondublin

New Moon Jewellery has Ireland’s largest
range of handmade silver, gold and
gemstone jewellery from around the
world. Pendants, rings and earrings set in
amber, moonstone, opal, turquoise &
many more. Celtic silver jewellery range.
A must for jewellery lovers.

STEPHEN’S GREEN SHOPPING CENTRE
St Stephen’s Green West, Dublin D02 X309
Tel: 00 353 1 4780888
Fax: 00 353 1 4782565
Email: info@stephensgreen.com
Web: www.stephensgreen.com

Stephen’s Green S.C. centrally located in
the heart of Dublin’s prestigious shopping
area, surrounded by history and the hustle
and bustle of Grafton Street. With over 90
outlets, a visit is a must for any visitor to
Dublin City.
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ILAC CENTRE
Henry Street
Dublin 1
Tel: 01 8288900
Email: info@ilac.ie
Web: www.ilac.ie
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AVOCA
AVOCA SUFFOLK STREET
Located in the heart of Dublin City just off Grafton Street,
Avoca Suffolk Street is a 7-level mini-department store.
A veritable Aladdin’s Cave of the gorgeous and the
interesting, it was listed by Vogue UK as one of the
Best 100 Shops Outside London. Avoca Suffolk Street
is a real treasure trove awaiting your discovery.
Whether you’re looking for the perfect gifts, seeking
out exclusive designs or simply browsing for inspiration,
Avoca Suffolk Street is an unforgettable shopping
experience.
Our light-filled, award-winning café sits on the top floor
of our Suffolk Street store, accessible by lifts. Open for
breakfast and lunch, the focus is on sourcing excellent
Irish ingredients, great baking and bringing out fresh,
true flavours. Despite the City Centre location, the café
feels worlds away from the hustle and bustle so you
can enjoy a moment of calm.

OUTSIDE DUBLIN
If you fancy extending your travels, there are also many
attractions located within a one or two hour drive of the
capital which are there to be enjoyed.
County Wicklow
County Wicklow is nicknamed the ‘Garden of Ireland’ because
of its lush and mountainous landscape and its picturesque
villages and small towns. A must see is Glendalough (the
Valley of the Two Lakes), an ancient monastic site located
in a deep, glacial valley high up in the Wicklow Mountains.
The valley of the two lakes has long been a draw to people
from all over the country and beyond thanks to the area’s
stunning scenery and rich heritage.
At the Glendalough Visitor Centre, discover the history
of this early Christian ecclesiastical settlement founded
by St. Kevin in the 6th century through the exhibition and
audio-visual show. Guided tours are available on request.
At Russborough House & Park in Blessington, experience an
18th century Palladian architectural masterpiece with fine art
collections and beautiful parklands. Less than an hour from
Dublin and set in beautiful countryside, this historic house is a
must-see part of Ireland’s history. Take a guided tour of the
house, eat in our gorgeous new café and explore our newly
opened gallery shop or enjoy the outdoors with a Maze, Fairy
Trail, Playground & scenic walking trails.
At Powerscourt Estate in County Wicklow you will find
Powerscourt House, home to some of the best of Irish design
in gifts, clothes and furniture. Explore the stunning
Gardens which stretch over 47 acres and grab a bite to eat
in the Avoca Terrace Café. While in the area, visit Ireland’s
highest waterfall located just 6km from the main estate.
In County Wicklow, drop into the Avoca store in Avoca
Village to take the tour and visit our weavers at work. The
mill in Avoca Village was set up in 1723 and celebrates a
rich history and heritage. Today, there are third generation
weavers working at the Mill. Enjoy The Mill Store, cafe &
visitor centre in Avoca. Whether it’s good food or shopping
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you’re after, Avoca has you covered. Other Avoca stores in
Wicklow are located in Kilmacanogue where you will find a
store, restaurant, food market & cafe, or take in the stunning
surroundings at Avoca Powerscourt and in Mount Usher
where you can enjoy the gardens, as well as shopping and
wonderful food in the cafes.
County Waterford
Located on the Mall in the heart of the Viking Triangle in
Waterford City, staff at the House of Waterford Crystal will
welcome you on arrival and take you on a journey to see
exquisite pieces of crystal created before your very eyes. The
factory tour takes approximately 50 minutes to complete and
showcases all stages in the creation of this fine crystal.
Following the tour, visitors can browse the largest display of
Waterford Crystal in the world in our retail experience and
stop by The Crystal Café for hot beverages, a delicious
dining menu or an indulgent afternoon tea experience.
County Kildare
Kildare, the rich farming county to the west of Dublin, is
the centre of Ireland’s famous horse–breeding industry and is
also an excellent golfing county. Nowhere better symbolizes all
that is great about County Kildare, the beating heart of
Ireland's thoroughbred industry, than the Irish National
Stud & Gardens, a unique attraction of outstanding natural
beauty that is home to some of the most magnificent
horses and sumptuous gardens to be found anywhere in
the world.
Castletown House in County Kildare is Ireland’s largest and
earliest Palladian style house. It was built between 1722
and 1729 for William Conolly, Speaker of the Irish House of
Commons and the wealthiest commoner in Ireland. Take a tour
and learn about the history of this house and view the fine
architecture, original furniture and vast collection of paintings
within Castletown.
If you feel like combining some shopping with a day in the
outdoors, consider a visit to Kildare Village. This beautifully
landscaped open-air shopping destination features year
round savings of up to 60% on the recommended retail
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price on many sought-after fashion, homeware and beauty
brands, as well as selection of refined restaurants.

Newgrange in
Co. Meath

County Meath
County Meath is central to the history of Ireland and among
its most popular tourist locations are
the Neolithic site of Newgrange in
the Boyne Valley and the Hill of
Tara. From these sites the views of
the surrounding countryside are
spectacular. Brú na Bóinne is a world
heritage site, dominated by the three
well–known 5,000 year old large
passage tombs: Knowth, Newgrange
and Dowth. Newgrange is open all year round while Knowth
is open from April to October. At the visitor centre, the
exhibition takes approximately one hour, but the exhibition
and Newgrange takes two hours. Note you can only access
Newgrange and Knowth through a guided tour beginning at
the Brú na Bóinne Visitor Centre.
Nearby is Slane Castle, a beautiful venue for weddings,
conferences and concerts. Capability Brown planned the
gardens and park, which are these days best-known as a
venue for large open air rock music concerts. Seasonal
guided tours are available and afterwards you can enjoy a
light bite to eat in the Courtyard Cafe. While there pay a
visit to the Slane Castle Distillery.
The Battle of the Boyne started on the Louth (north) bank
when the forces of King William (‘King Billy’) crossed the
river to outflank those of the ousted Catholic King James II.
The battle ranged across the Oldbridge Estate on the Meath
(south) bank, where there is now a display of replica weaponry
and recreations of army life in the seventeenth century.
The Hill of Tara near the River Boyne is best known as the
seat of the High Kings of Ireland but its importance dates back
to the Stone Age when a passage tomb was built there. On a
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Trim Castle, the largest Anglo-Norman castle in Ireland, was
constructed over a thirty-year period by Hugh de Lacy and
his son Walter. Hugh de Lacy was granted the Liberty of
Meath by King Henry II in 1172 in an attempt to curb the
expansionist policies of Richard de Clare, (Strongbow).
The Avoca stores are known for their time-honoured traditions,
which have been lovingly passed down through several
generations. In Dunboyne, you will find the Avoca store, cafe,
food market & garden centre, a perfect spot to while away a
few pleasant hours. You will find many other Avoca stores and
cafes and restaurants throughout Ireland including Molls Gap,
County Kerry.
County Longford
The Corlea Trackway Visitor Centre in Longford interprets
an Iron Age bog road that was built in the year 148 B.C. across
the boglands of Longford, close to the River Shannon. Inside
the interpretive centre, an eighteen-metre stretch of the
preserved trackway is on permanent display in a hall
specially designed to preserve the ancient wooden structure.
County Offaly
While in Offaly, make sure to drop in to the Tullamore D.E.W.
Visitor Centre. The Curious Taster’s Journey tour takes in
every step of whiskey making, from grain to glass, with
a complimentary tasting of the original triple blend. Before
you leave, you might like to visit the gift shop and browse
for a memento to take back home.
Located on the banks of the River Shannon in the centre of
Ireland, Clonmacnoise was one of the most important monastic
sites in Europe. Today visitors can stroll around the site at
Clonmacnoise Visitor Centre viewing the ruins of the
Cathedral, 3 High crosses, 9 churches, 2 round towers and
the largest collection of Early Christian grave slabs in Europe.
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clear day many claim it’s possible to see half the counties of
Ireland from Tara. Why not go yourself and find out!
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LOUTH, LAND OF LEGENDS AND FULL OF LIFE
Getting Here is Easy
County Louth, affectionately known as ‘the wee county’, is
located midway between Dublin and Belfast. At the pinnacle
of Ireland’s Ancient East, Louth stretches from the Boyne
Valley northwards to the Cooley Mountains with over 70km
of coastline and stunning scenery to explore. Pick up a ‘sea
louth’ passport and discover hidden gems along the new
scenic seafood trail. See where local seafood producers
land their daily catch, eat delicious fresh seafood by the
coast, while admiring the spectacular views and creating
memories that will last a lifetime!
Clogherhead Blue
Flag Beach

Historic Drogheda offers a wealth of unique attractions, take
the heritage trail around some of the ancient sites or experience
the vibrant culture in the town’s many festivals and venues.
The Tholsel is home to the Drogheda Tourist Office and
Drogheda Gateway to the Boyne Valley Exhibition. Visit St
Laurence Gate, gateway to what was one of the largest
walled towns in Medieval Ireland and the Highlanes Gallery,
a former 19th-century Franciscan Church, which houses the
Municipal Art Collection and other exhibitions.
St Peter’s Catholic Church & St Oliver Plunkett’s Shrine in
the heart of Drogheda is a Gothic Revival church dating
back to the 18th century and contains the preserved head
of St Oliver Plunkett. Stroll to the locally known ‘Cup and
Saucer’ - Drogheda Museum & Millmount Tower – which
overlooks Drogheda and enjoy a fascinating collection of
military memorabilia in the adjoining museum.
Drive 10 minutes north to the remarkable monastic site of
Monasterboice and appreciate two of the finest High Crosses
in Ireland, dating from the 9th century. A short drive from
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Carlingford Lough
Greenway

here is Old Mellifont Abbey, Tullyallen which was one of the
wealthiest and most influential monastic houses in medieval
Ireland. St. Malachy along with a community of Irish and
French monks trained at Clairvax, Burgundy, founded this
beautiful abbey, the first Cistercian Abbey in Ireland in 1142.
Dundalk is another of Louth’s vibrant towns and is a mere
50 minutes from Dublin Airport. Though steeped in history
you’ll see a modern, multi-cultural town which has, at its
centre, a beautiful piazza. The SEEK murals, dotted around
town, showcase urban art in Dundalk highlighting aspects
of its culture, history and heritage.
Explore the cultural quarter including An Táin Arts Centre
which provides a diverse programme of local arts, national
tours and visual arts. Bridge Street Studios is another thriving
hub of art, design and craft. Oriel Centre, in the historic
Dundalk Gaol is open to visitors year round with concerts
featuring traditional Irish music performances.
St Patricks Pro-Cathedral at the heart of the town is an imposing
gothic design inspired by a chapel at King’s College in Cambridge
and named after St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.
Step back in time at our award–winning County Museum on
Jocelyn Street. With three floors of permanent exhibitions
and an ever changing programme of temporary displays
there truly is something for everyone.
Cúchulainns Castle/Castletown Motte is the ruin of a castellated
house known as ‘Byrne’s Folly’ which was built in 1780 by
Patrick Byrne, a well-known pirate. This site is also said to
be the birthplace of the legendary warrior Cúchulainn!

Enjoy beautiful beaches and coastline in the charming villages
of Clogherhead, Annagassan and Blackrock or travel inland to the
historic and picturesque Tallanstown, Dromiskin, and Knockbridge.
To the North of the county is the Cooley Peninsula, Carlingford
Lough Greenway and the picturesque village of Carlingford,
one of the best preserved medieval villages in Ireland.
Louth Land of Legends offers a wonderful array of historical
attractions, outdoor pursuits, top class accommodation and
friendly locals. Here thousands of years of history, myth and
legend combine with dramatic scenery and coastline, to
produce a memorable holiday experience.
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Midway between Drogheda and Dundalk is the town of Ardee
which Irish mythology states as the site of the epic battle
between Cúchulainn and Ferdia. Both Ardee Castle, the largest
fortified medieval towerhouse in Ireland and Hatch’s Castle built
in the 1400’s are sited on its main street. Also worth visiting are
St Marys Abbey, the remains of the Chantry College and the
unusually named Jumping Church, where legend tells the wall
of the church jumped during a storm in 1715 to ensure the grave
of an excommunicated parishioner stayed on the outside!
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CARLINGFORD TOURIST INFORMATION
OFFICE
Old Railway Station, Carlingford, Co. Louth
Tel: +353 (0) 42 9373650
Email:
touristinformation@carlingfordheritagecentre.com
Web: www.carlingford.ie

Carlingford is one of the best preserved
medieval villages in Ireland. In The
Tourist Office, which is housed in the Old
Railway Station overlooking the Lough,
staff are waiting to help make your visit
to the peninsula a memorable one.

DROGHEDA TOURIST OFFICE
The Tholsel, West Street
Drogheda, Co Louth
Tel: +353 (0)41 9872843
Email: Droghedatouristoffice@gmail.com
Web: www.Drogheda.ie

Erected in 1770 on the site of the medieval
Tholsel, once the centre of municipal
authority until the Council Chambers
moved to the newly-erected Courthouse
in Fair Street in 1889. Now the Drogheda
Tourist Office it’s a visitor must-see.

DROGHEDA MUSEUM
Millmount, Drogheda, Co Louth
Tel: +353 (0) 41 9833097
Email: info@droghedamuseum.ie
Web: www.millmount.net

DROGHEDA MUSEUM MILLMOUNT and
Martello Tower are located at the great
fort that overlooks the town of Drogheda
and the historic river Boyne. The complex
houses craft shops and art galleries and
is a visitor's must-see.

DUNDALK TOURIST INFORMATION
OFFICE
Market Square
Dundalk, Co Louth
Tel: + 353 (0) 42 9352111
Email: info@dundalktouristoffice.ie
Web: www.VisitLouth.ie

Dundalk’s Tourist Information office is
located in the town’s centre, overlooking
the piazza and fountain. Sit amongst
sculptor John Behans Táin Warriors and
observe the hustle and bustle of daily life
whilst you plan your visit to the town.

HOUSE OF WATERFORD CRYSTAL
The Mall, Waterford, X91 FXN4, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0)51 317000
Website: www.waterfordvisitorcentre.com
Email: houseofwaterfordcrystal@fiskars.com

The guided factory tour showcases all
stages in the creation of Waterford Crystal
pieces; from initial design to the final
engraving on a piece. Following the tour,
visitors can experience 12,000 sq. ft. of
crystal heaven in the largest display of
Waterford Crystal in the world.

RUSSBOROUGH HOUSE & PARK
Blessington
Co Wicklow
Tel: 045 865 239
Email: info@russborough.ie
Web: www.russborough.ie

Filled with hidden treasures, Russborough
is famous as Ireland’s most beautiful
Georgian house, with wonderful interiors
and world class art collection. Discover
the Parklands, outdoor activities and get
lost in our Maze. Then visit our new
café and gallery shop.
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Grafton Street
one of the main
shopping areas
in Dublin.

DUBLIN
& OUTSIDE

FIRST EDITION, 2004

A colourful, compact and easy to read guide to
Dublin and its surrounding tourist hot spots,
restaurants, accommodation and recreational
facilities. It offers a taste of Dublin's historical
past and contemporary vigour, bringing the
charm of its antiquity into the fast pace of the
twenty-first century.
Also featuring a wonderful array of recommended
and must see Visitor Attractions in Ireland and
Outside Dublin.
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